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TO THE READER. 

1 ' rr^HE fubject of this Book, however melancholy k 

[ A may appear to fome, yet it is neceffary unto all; 

:ing the word of God, and our own experience do affurc 

us, that " man who is born of a woman, is of few days, 

and full of trouble ," and that he is born to trouble, 

$ as the fparks fly upward." Nay, God's deareft children 
are not exempted from this common fate. We fee what 
is the character God giveth his church, Ifa. liv. II. " O 
thou aifliaed, and*toffed with tempeft, andr not com- 
forted!" 

If in this world then we mull look for tribulation, it 
is highly neceffary for every man to feek direction how 
to provide for it, and behave under it, fo as he may glo- 
rify God, edify others, and attain to eternal happinefs 
at laft. The tribulations we have to look for here arc 
manifold; but among thofe that are outward, I know 
none about which men ought to be more thoughtful and 
concerned, than bodily ficknefs, that ufual harbinger of 
death, and which ufhers the way to judgment. 

This is a fubject not much handled in public fermons, 
which are delivered only to them th?.t are in health, the 
fick being incapable to attend them. Wherefore it feems 
the more neceffary to handle it in writing, that fo the af- 
flicted may have a book in their houfes, and at their 
bed fides, as a monitor to preach to them in private, 
when they are reftrained from hearing ferraons in public. 
And though fom?times minifter's fermons may be ve- 
ry fuitable to the cn r e of the fick and afflicted? yet alas > 
the moil part are carelefs and forgetful hearers of thei'c 
things while they are in health and prefperity, are reck- 
ening the evil day at fome difiranee from them. A book 
then, fuch as the following directory, beh)g with then 
in time of ficknefs and affliction, may by the divine blcf- 
fing, be ufeful to bring to their remembrance the coun- 
fels andadmcnitior.3 which they very mu&h neglected in 
the time of their health. 

Again, miniHers of the gofpel though never fo much 
inclined to attend the fick, yet by rcafon of difability 
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and multiplicity of other work, cannot be always with 

tit'm, to direct, refolve, and comfort (horn. Bat fuch 

book as this they may have ftili at hand to confult with. 

And in regard the afflicted, for the moft part, are out 
of cafe to read for themfelves, it .would be a moil: charit- 
able work for friends or neighbours that attcnd.them, to 
Jay hold on proper feafons for reading fuch a book as thi3 
in their hearing, and efpecially fuch chapters or direct- 
ions aj they judge mod fuitable for them. That you 
might be helped in fome meafure to exoner your con- 
ferences, and do your lad offices of kindnefs to your fick 
and dying friends, when you can ferre them no longer in 
this world. 

I might hare brought in and handled fome controver- 
ts (had 1 been fond of them) in the enfuing treatife, 
about, the administration of the .Lord's fupper to the fick, 
.;nd about extreme unclion, which fome alfo begin to 
plead for, and thence have* taken occafion to touch at 
fome other new ufages, fuch as the middle ftate, pray- 
ers for the dead, and other popifh errors, that fome 
(called Protcilants) would have revived and introduced 
amorg us. But I have induftrioufly fhunned what is 
controverfial, and kept clofc to what is practical, and 
owned by all true Christians. 

For preventing the growth of thefe, and other er- 
rors, (from which this nation hath been much longer free 
than others,) I wifli all ranks among us would clofely 
obferve the facred rule of faith, God's word, and re- 
member the folemn and national engagements we of this 
land are under, to maintain the pure truths of God there- 
in contained, in oppofition to all forts of error, whether 
Popifh, Palagian, Arian, Antinpmiian, &c. And may 
we ever abhor the doctrine that would teach us to break 
thefe bands afunder. ^f jj 

Have we not ground, this day, to fufpeft that Satan 
is carrying on a deep and fubtle plot for fhaking our co- 
venanted reformation, and weakening a Proteftant inter- 
efl ? when, upon the other hand, fome are beginning o- 
penly to advance and propagate the old abjured Popifh. 
doctrines, which our s din ' 1 -^v out, and wjt» 
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axes and hammers would go at once to cut down all our 
carved work : and at the fame time, on the other hand, 
fome would be at the breaking down the excellent fence, 
of our reformation, viz. our covenants, cenfeffiona, the 
magiftrates power, life For this end, papers are fpreacl 
and pofitions advanced, impugning the warrantablenefd 
of our national covenants and confeffions, and the obliga- 
tion thereof; reflecting alfo upon our worthy reformers 
and anceitors, as unenlightened, who framed and took 
them, or died adhearing thereunto ; and alfo denying 
the magiftrate's power circa facra, (for the fupport ot 
truth, and fuppreffing of herefies,) acknowledged by the 
word of God, and our confeffion of faith \ and all tlii -, 
forfooth, to make way for a toleration of all errors and 
feels among us : though they cannot but ksow, that tole- 
rating of falfe religions is exprefsly ranked among the fins 
forbidden in the fecond commandment, according to the 
expofition of our larger Catechifm ; and is alfo condemn- 
ed by the xxiiid chapter of our confeffion : in both 
which we may fee the clear fcripture texts, cited by the 
aflembly, for refuting and condemning any fuch tolera- 
tion. Ah ! what joy may all thiscaufe at Rome, there- 
fore tell it not in Gath. &c. 

As the Lord did rignally countenance our reformers 
pvaftice, in entering into folcmn and national covenants 
with God, and among themfelve.s, for religion and refor- 
mation by the pouring out of his fpirit from on high, 
for bringing in "of many fouls to himfelf, and for over- 
turning idolatry and fuperftition,,and advancing reforma- 
tion to a great pitch, in fpite of all the enemies and diffi- 
culties that were in the way ; fo their practice of nation- 
al covenanting, even under the New TVftament difpenfa- 
tion, is fufficiently warranted both by the light of na- 
ture and the word of 4?od, and that in both Teftaments. 
And this will appear, if we conlkler the fcripture-prece- 
dents, together with the .pros-riles and prophecies of the 
Old ■ Teftament relating to gofpeltirr.es, and compare 
them with the New; and efpeciaily :hofe which f> retel 
the unchurching of the jewifh nation, ana the ingrafting 
of the Gentile nations in their laom ; and that thereupon. 
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the national church-ftate and privileges of the Jews, were 
to be transferred to Chriftian nations, and particularly 
this of being nationally in covenant with God. Which 
prophecies are to have their fpecial and full accomplifli- 
;nent at Babylon's downfall. For illuftrating thefe 
points, and applying the fcripture-textr. relative thereto, 
I might expatiate in fcveral rheets of paper, if it were 
proper here. I mall only at this time cite forse of the 
texts that may be well irfiproven to the forefsid purpo- 
ses ; which the reader may turn to and confider at his 
leifufe, fuch as Ifa. xix. 18, 21, 23, 24, 25. Ifa. xlv. 
23. Jer. 1. 4, 5. The lx. lxi. and Ixii. chapters of Ifa- 
iah throughout. Ifa. lv. 3, 4, r. Micah iv. j, 2. Zech. 
'ii. 21,22, 23. Rev, ii. 15. Rom. xi. 17, 19. Rom. x. 
12, 19. Matth. iii. 5, 6. Adls viii. 6, 12. 2 Cor. viii. 5. 
Matth. xxi. 43. -Rom. ix. 24, 2;, 26, compared with 
Hof. i. 9, ic, 11. Hof ii. 23. Likewife I might cite 
fcveral prophecies with refpedt to the iflands, and utmoft 
ends of the earth, which were peopled by Jnphet, that 
have a very peculiar and favourable afpect to this cove- 
nanted land. 

Btfides all which, it is evident from the iirfl and great 
command of the law, which is directed to Ifrael as a na- 
tion, and obligatory under the New Teflamcnt as well 
as the Old, that it is a moral duty univerfally and per- 
petually binding upon nations and focieties, as well as 
Tingle perfons, to chufe, acknowledge and avouch the 
Lord to be their God to walk in his ways, and to keep 
his ftatutes. This is required in the firft commandmerrt, 
according to the expofition of our Larger Catechifm, 
and is there confirmed by thefe texts, that warrant and 
exemplify the practice of national covenanting, fuch as 
Deut. xxyi; 16, 17. Jofb. xxiv. 22. In fuch a national 
way did our fathers of old acknowledge and avouch the 
Lord to be their God, and devote themfelvcs and their 
pofterity to the Lord. And blefied be the Lord our 
God, who did many ways declare himfelfto be well 
plcafed with the bargain, and cfpecially by filling the 
temple with his glory, S 

As the prophets aad jfodly Jews were at great pains 
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to convey to poflerity hiftorical accounts of the wonder- 
ful deliverances God wrought for Ifrael at the Red-fca, 
and in rtfeuing them from Egypt, Babylon, and other 
enemies ; fo it would be ufeful to fortify our reforma- 
tion, if we were careful to hand down to the riling gene- 
ration a fenfe of God's diiiinguiming mercies to this 
land, in delivering us from fpiritual Babylon, and in 
refcuing us from time to time from tliefe captains that 
have fought to lead us back thither. Many a time hath 
he delivered us, when we have been brought very low. 

By many inftance3 it hath appeared, that the glorious 
Jehovah hath not been afhamed to own his covenant-re- 
lation to this finful and unworthy land. God forbid that 
we of this age ihould be afhamed to own our covenant 
relation to him. This hath been both our glory and 
our fafety ; and I hope, there will ftiil be found a rem- 
nant to own it, and plead it with God in time of danger. 
Surely, it is not time now to difclaiin it, when the ene- 
mies of our Zion are combining together, and feeking to 
raze her to the foundation. Let all her lovers cry migh- 
tily to her covenanted Lord, in htr behalf, in thefe ma- 
king times : Let them join to out up that prayer of the 
Pfalmift, Pfal. lxvi'ii. a8. " Strengthen, O God, that 
which thou had wrought for us ;" and that of Kabak- 
kuk, Hah. iii. 2. " O Lord, revive thy work in the 
midft of the years." May 27, 1727. 

N. B. The forcfaid digrefiion in the preface to the 
fir ft edition, was occahVned by the broaching of fome 
Sectarian notions, which introduced great reelings and 
makmgj in this corner, and other parts of the church ; 
fince which time, alas 1 me hath enjoyed little peace 
within her walls, or pofterity within her palaces ; but in- 
ftead thereof, fhe hath been tolled with tempefts and 
troubles of various kintis, whereby the children of Zion 
have been brought and {till lie under great diftrefs and 
affliaion. I 

The firft imprefiion of this book hdng difpc>fed of, and 
a fecond called for, I have more -cudPy corfenttd to it, 
at this time of general calamity aivl diilrcfs, feeing the 
book is intended as a dire&cny to CL.nn.ians under afflic- 
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tion, whatever fort it be. It cannot but be obvious tn 
every ferious obferver,, that the Lord's judgments are in 
the earth at this day, and that the inhabitants of this 
land are generally vifited with calamities of divers kind*, 
both fpiritual and temporal ; which makes a Directory 
how to manage and cany under them the more feafona- 
ble and neceflary. 

Ah ! the Lord's hand is vifibly lifted up againft us at 
this day, and hath been for fome years pail, in {hutting 
up the church's womb, blaiting gofpel ordinances, and 
withdrawing his Spirit from the affemblies of his people, 
and from our judicatories. The flood-gate is opened for 
error, infidelity, and loofenefs, to overfpread the land ; 
fo that the gofpel of Chrift, the holy fciiptures, and all 
revealed religion, are coutemned and ridiculed by many. 
H The angel of the Lord hath divided us both in church 
and Hate,, and hath mingled a perverfe fpirit within us ;" 
yea, hath made fuch woeful breaches amongft gedly mi- 
nifters and chriftians, who are aiming at the fame thing3, 
that no balm can be found for healing them. There is a 
way opened for a carnal felf-feeking niiniftry to get into 
the vineyard, when faithful labourers are thtuft out, and 
godly preachers and lludents are difcouraged from en- 
tering in. Not a few chriftian congregations, who lately 
were harmonious and united in partaking of gofpel ordi- 
nances, are now fo miferably rent and fcattered, through 
mournful intrufions, and dividing courfes, that they can- 
not worfhip God together ; and many of them are wan- 
dering like fheep having no fhepherd, expofed to beafts 
of prey, and liable to periih in a flate of ignorance or ne- 
gligcnce- 

Likewife, the Lord's hand is remarkably lifted up 
againft us, in the variety of temporal judgments and ca- 
lamities brought upon us withirra very fhort time part. 
Sometimes the Lord fends forth his ftormy winds with 
extraordinary violence, fo as to carry terror and deftruc- 
tion along with them, both by fea and land, and even 
threaten to bury us in the ruins of our houfes. Some- 
times he lends fuch longcontinued rains in time of har- 
veft, as threatens to de%y the whole crop before our 
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eyes. Sometimes fuch extraordinary ftorms of fro ft and 
fwow, as to hind up the waters and mills, that food can- 
not be prepared for us, and we arc ready to famifti iw 
midft of plenty. Sometimes he fends fuch deftru&ive 
ftorms of lightening and thunder from heaven, and kin- 
dles fuch fires on earth, that whole cities, with their inha- 
bitants, are like to be confumed therewith. Upon our 
neighbouring coontries dreadful inundations have been 
fent of late, for deftroying the inhabitants with their cat- 
tle and effe&s. Again, God hath rifited us with long 
continued drought, cold, and unnatural ftorms in the 
fpring,and fometimes with frott in midft of fummer, which 
have brought on extraordinary fcarcity and dearth of vic- 
tual ; fo that there are great diforders committed in the 
Jand by riots and tumults for want of food to fuftain 
them. In the mean time we are engaged in war with 
cruel enemies, who feize our mips, carry our countrymen 
captive, throw them into dungeons and noifome prifons, 
where they ufe them barbaroufly ; yea, much of their 
blood is fhed and many valuable lives are loft in our de- 
fence. And befides cur other calamities, we fuffer great- 
ty through decay of trade and merchandife, and penury 
of money ; in many places merchants, tradefmen and ar- 
tificers want bufmefs ; there is no work nor hire for la- 
bourers, and for thofe who would ufe honeft induftry for 
bread, whether men or women ; fo that want " is come 
upon us as one that travclleth, and poverty like an armed 
man ;" and many are reduced to extreme mifery, and 
ilarving circumftances for lack of bread. 

By all which proceedings it appears that God hath a 
peculiar controverfy with Scotland, and threatens to pu- 
nifh her remarkably for her heinous fins and provocations. 
The Lord's hand hath been long lifted up againft us, and 
now it is higher lifted up than ever ; and the higher it is 
lifted up, the blow is like to be feverer when given. He 
hath fent many leffer ftiokes and judgments upon us, a? 
forerunners aad warnings of greater, which he hath ftill 
in referve for us, if we repent not ; for his magazine is- 
far from being exhaufted. As there are many caufesfor 

fe calamities of ours, fo Ijfchink there is a principal 
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one mentioned, Matth. xxiv. 12. " Iniquity doth abound, 
and the love of many is waxed cold." Infidelity, immo- 
rality, and contempt of the gofpel, are come to a prodi- 
gious height ; our hearts arc become cold and frozen to 
Chrift and his interefi, to his people and holy laws ; for 
which caufe God is provoked to fend fuch judicial cold 
and frofls upon our land, and the fruits of the earth, fo as 
to mar and diminifh our crops, and reduce both men and 
beads to the greateft ftraits. — And yet fo great is our 
impenitency and pervei fcnefs, that we will not fee the 
Lord's hand, nor be reformed by all thefe judgments. 

It might be well expected when the Lord's judgments 
are so vifibly in the earth, that not only his people by 
profeffion, but even the inhabitants of the world would 
learn righteoufnefs, according to Ifa. xxvi. 9. But alas ! 
fo perverfe are we in walking contrary to God, that nei- 
ther the inhabitants of the world, nor thofe who profefa 
to befeparated from the world, will alter their courfe nor 
learn righteoufnefs ; nay, inftead of that, many are learn- 
ing ftiil more wickednefs. " . Shall 1 not vifit for thefe 
things ? faith the Lord; and (hall not my foul be aven- 
ged oh fuch a nation as this ?" Alas ! hath he not been 
provoked to fay concersaiug us, as he did concerning hi» 
ancient people, Lev. xxvi. 23, 24. " If ye will not be 
reformed by thefe things, but will walk contrary unto 
me, then will I a!fo walk contrary unto you, and will 
bring feven times more plagues upon you, according to 
your fins." And likwifc to fay unto us, as unto them, 
** When ye fpread forth your hands, I will hide mine 
eyes from you ; and when ye fait and make many pray- 
ers, I will not hear ; but I will confume you with tkc 
fvvord, with the famine, and with the peililence," as in 
Ifa. i. 15. Jer. x\v. I2. . 

The l'woid, famine, and peftilence, are God's three 
mortal arrows, which he commonly threatens to moot 



what further ftreams of it may flow before it be put up 
« its (heath, God only fcuows. The evil arrovr of f£ 
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mine (as God calls it, Ezek. v. 1 6. ) is let fly againft u* 
atthe fame time, and famine is the arrow which is the 
foreft of the three. When it was put to David's choice 
which pf the three he would be the butt of, he would not 
choofe* famine. The prophet Joel doth bewail and de- 
precate this judgment in the moft pathetic manner, and 
calls the whole land to fafting and prayer, for rcmoviag 
it, Joel i. 10, 14. And we fee, when God is moft an- 
gry, and threatens to fpend his arrows upon a guilty 
people, he begins with the arrow of famine, as the foreft, 
as in Deut. xxrii. 23, 24. "I will fpend mine arrows 
upon them ; they fhall be burnt with hunger." And 
wc fee what the Spirit of God faith of thofe who die by 
this arrow, Lam. iv. 9. " They that be flain with the 
fword are better than they that be flain with hunger ; 
for thefe pine away, ftricken through for want of the 
fruits of the field ;" and therefore their death is mofl 
lingering aud miferable. Likewife famine ufeth to bring 
on the moft noifome and mortal difeafes, and frequently 
the peftilence doth follow upon the back of famine. Ie 
it not high time then, for our land to take the alarm, 
when God begins to fhoot his evil arrows ? "When the 
lion roars it becomes us to fear, yea to humble ourfelves 
in the duft, and mourn for our iniquities, which kindle 
the fire of his wrath. 

Let us fearch and try our ways, and turn again t» the 
Lord, from whom we have deeply revolted : and parti- 
cularly, let us mourn for and turn from thefe fins which 
the word of God points out as bringing on famine: fuch 
as, 1. Afcribing our earthly comforts and bleffings to 
other things than God, the true author. This fin we 
find threatened with fcarcity and famine, Jer. xliv. 17, 
26,27. Hof. ii. 5, 9. 2. Perverting of plenty to lux- 
ury and prodigality, fenfuality and excefs, revellings and 
dancings, balls and affemblies. We fee how thefe are 
threatened, Ifa. v. 11, 12,13. Amos vi. 4, 6,7. 3- Re- 
jecting the bread of life, and defpifing the food of our 
fouls. God ufeth to punifh men for this fin, by depri- 
ving them of bread for their bodies, Jer. xi. 21, 22. — 
4. Men's minding their own things more than the things 
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of God ; and neglecting to build his houfe, and put re- 
ipecl. upon his ordinances. Upon fuch accounts God 
wrings on fcarcity and famine, Hag. i. 9, 10, I 1. 5* ^°" 
venant-breaking and dealing cruelly with the poor, or 
with ftrangers that live among us; it is for thefe fins 
that God fent the three years famine upon the land of 
Ifracl, 2 Sam. xxi. 1. 

Moreover, let us look upon all thefe temporal norms 
anil calamities which are come, or coming upon the iar.d, 
as warnings to prepare for a more awful ftorm that we 
mull all meet with, namely, the ftorm of death and judg- 
ment ; let us ftand habitually prepared for that ftorm, 
and then other ltorms will not fo much affect us. If it 
be aiked, What we mail do to be fafe in the time of that 
trying ftorm ? the anfwer is, .Let us fee that we be ?.- 
mong the broken in heart, or fincere penitents, who are 
heartily grieved for all known fins ; that we be true be- 
lievers in Chrift, who truft in nothing but his rightcouf- 
r.efs and merits for juftiiication and falvation , that we be 
born again and made new creatures by a faving change 
both in heart and life ; that it be our great bufinefs to 
clear up our evidences of peace with God through Chrift, 
and our title to the manlions which he hath purchafed 
by his blood. O that God's judgments when they are 
in the earth, w r ere means to awaken us to flee from the 
wrath to come, to Chrift our refuge ! When the floods 
of great waters are fwelling up to the brim, our only 
iafety is to fecure a hiding-place in CHrift's wounds. 

Let us follow the example of Noah, who when he faw 
the flood coming, took warning, and prepared an ark for 
laving himfejfand his houfliould, Heb xi. 7. Let us 
even imitate the Egyptians that feared the Lord ; they, 
when warned of the dreadful ftorm of hail that was com- 
ing on the land, made their fervants and cattle to flee into 
the houfes, Exod. ix. 20. God hath in mercy provided 
chambers for his people to hide themfelves in, when 
florms are coming, even the chambers of his attributes! 
and promifes, and the chambers of Chrift's wounds and! 
iflferceffion ; in tin. ;<« ^e find fafety : Ictus 
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•then enter' into them by faith, when he invite* U3, Ifa. 
xxvi.20,2 1. 

Seeing, in thefe evil days, we have fo many harbingers 
and forerunners of death before our eyes, it will be high- 
ly our wifdom to keep ourfelves Hill in a waiting pofturc t 
i;lway6 ready and willing to die. What is there in thi» 
weary land to tempt us to defire to abide in it ? Is it not 
B land overwhelmed with fin and forrow ? O believers, 
nre you tofTed with tempefts here ? Seek the wings of a 
dove, that you may flee away, and be at reft. Be habi- 
tually defiring to depart, that you may be with Chrift. 
S'arely for you to die is gain, yea, infinite gain 1 What 
are the imaginary pleafures of this world to the real hap- 
pinefs of the next ? Though the ftrugglcs of death be 
grievous to nature, yet the gain of dying fliould reconcile 
you to it. You do not flick at the trouble of putting 
eff your clothes at night, to gain a little reft to your bo- 
dies 4 and why fhould you ftick at unclothing yourfelves 
cf the garment of fkfh at God's call, to gain everlafling 
reft to your fouls, and the fruition of Chrift's glorious 
prefence forever ? Let the thoughts of this gain put you 
upon ufing all means to get your hearts weaned from the 
lows of the world, and its comforts. Keep the mantle 
of earthly enjoyments hanging loofe about you, efpecial- 
l\ in thefe calamitous times, that fo it may be eafily dropt 
when death comes to carry you to the eternal world. 
O for more of the lively faith of that world, and of him 
that ij the Lord and purchafer of it ! But feeing this 
fubj:<Si is more largely infifted on in the book itfelf, I 
/hall add no more here upon it. Only I fliall fubjoin a 
collection of fome fweet and comfortable texts cf fcrip- 
ture, very proper for dying believers to meditate and feed 
en by faith, to grip to and. plead with God, and fuck con- 
futation from, wiien they have a near profpedl of going 
through the dark valley, and entering into the unknown 
regions of eternity. God's word will then be our hope. 
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Comfortable Texts for Dying Believers. 
f^i OME unto me all ye that labour, and are heavy la- 
Ife/ den, and I will give you relt, Matth. xi. 28.— 
Him that cometh to me, I will in no wife caft out, John 

vi. 37. 4 . . 

In my father's houfe are many manfions; if it were not 

fo, I would have told you : I go to prepare a place for 

you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 

again, and receive you to myfclf, that where I am, 

there ye may be alio, John xiv. 2, 3. 

Becaufe I live ye fhall live alfo, John xiv. ip. 

Chrift faith, " Surely I come quickly." anfw. u A- 
men. Even fo, come Lord Jefus." Rev. xxii. 20. 

There remaiueth a reft to the people of Gcd. Heb, 
iv. 9. 

I have waited for thy falvation, O Lord, Gtn. xlix. 
18. 

Lord now letteft thou thy fervent depart in peace. 
For mine eyes have feen thy falvation, Luke ii. 29, 30. 

He is the rock, and his work is perfeel, Deut. xxxii. 4. 

The Lord will perfeel; that which coHcerneth me, 
Tfal. exxxviii. 8. 

Being confident — that he which hath begun a good 
work in you, will perform it until the day of jefus Chrift, 
Philip, i. 6. 

I know that my redeemer liveth,and that he mall ftand 
at the latter day upon the earth. And though after my 
flcin, worms deftroy this body, yet in my ; em (hall I fee 
God ; whom 1 (hall fee for myfclf, and mine eyes fhall 
behold, and no', another; though my reins be confumed 
within me, Job, xix. 25, 26, 27. 

Although my houfe be not fo with God ; yet he hatk 
made with me an everlafting covenant, ordered ii 1 . all 
things and fure ; for this is all my falvation, and all my 
defire, 2 Sam. xxiii. 5. 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the fhr.dow 
of death, I will fear no evil } for thou Pfal. 

xxiii 4. 

1 thine hand I com! re- 

deemed me, O Lord God 8f truth, 
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For this God is our Go J for ever and ever ; he will be 
our guide even unto death, Phil, xlviii. 14. 

Thou ihalt guide me with thy counfel, and afterivaj^ 
receive me to glory. Whom have I in heaven but thee ? 
and there is none upon earth that I defire befides thee. 
My fielh and my heart faileth : but God is the ftrcngth 
of my heart, and my portion for ever, Pfal. lxxiii. 24, 
25,26. 

The facrifices of God are a broken fpirit : a broken 
and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not defpife, Pfal, 
li. I 7. 

that) I had wings lilts a dove ! for then would I fly 
away and be at reft. I would haften my cfcape from the 
windy ftorm and tempeft, Pfal Iv. 6, 8. 

Though ye have lien among the pots, yet mall ye be 
as the wings of a dove covered with filver, and her fea- 
thers with yellow gold, Pfal. l.tviii. 13. 

The blood of jefus Chrift his fon clean Get h us from, 
all fin, 1 John i. 7. 

Having boldnefs to enter into the holieft by the blood 
•f Jefus, Heb. x. 19. 

Pie hath faid I will never leave thee nor forfake thee. 
Jefus Chrift, the fame yefterday, to-day and forever. — 
Heb. xiii. 5, 8. 

He retaineth not his anger forever, becaufe he delight- 
eth in mercy, Micah vii. 1 3. 

Though he flay me, yet will I truft in him, Job xiii 1 5. 

In his name fliall the Gentiles truft, Matth. xii. 21. 

Blefl^d are all they that put their truft in him, Pfal. 
ii. 12. 

He knoweth our frame, he remembereth that we are. 
duft, Pfal. ciii. ii. 

1 lothe it, I would not live alway, Job vii. 16. 

We knew that if our earthly houfe of this tabernacle 
were diflolved, we have a building of God an houfe not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens. We are wil- 
ling rather to beabfeot from the body, and prefent with 
the Lord, 2 Cor, v. 1. 8. 

For me to live is Chrift, and to die is gain. Having 
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a defire to depart, and to be with Chiiil ; which is tar 
better, Philip, i. 2 J 23. 

flttLnd now, Lord, what wait I for? my hope is in thee, 
F'fjlm xxxi.v. 7. 

My beloved is mine, and I am his. His left hand 13 
under my head, and his right hand duth embrace me. A- 
wake, O north wind, and come thou fouth.blow upon my 
garden, that the fpices thereof may flow out : let my 
beloved come into his garden, and cat his pleafant fruits. 
Until the day break, and fhadows ftee away. Make hafte 
my beloved, and be thou like to a roe, or a young hart on 
the mountains of fpices> Cant. ii. 6, 16, 17, and iv. 16. 
and Tin. 14. 

O death, where is thy fling ? O grave, where is thy 
victory ? But thahks be to God, which giveth us the vic- 
tory, through our Lord Jefus Chrift, 1 Cor. xv. jj, 57. 

The time of my departure is at hand, I have fought ar 
good fight, I have finifhed my courfe, I have kept the 
faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteoufnefs, which the Lord, the righteous Judge fhall 
give me at that day ; and not to me only, but unto all 
them alfo that love his appearing, 2 Tim. iv. 6, 7, 8. 

The day of death is better than the day of one's birth,. 
Ecclef. vii. 1. 

And God fhall wipe away all tears from their eyes, and 
there fhall be no more death, neither forrow, nor crying, 
neither fhall there be any more pain ; for the former 
things are paffed away, Rev. xxi. 4. 

This is a faithful faying, and worthy of all accepta- 
tion, that Chrifl Jefus came into the world to fave fianers, 
of whom I am chief, 1 Tim. i. 15. 

God fo loved the world, that he gave his only begot- 
ten Son, that whofoever believeth in him fhould not pe- 
rifh, but have everlafting life, John iii. 16. 

For he hath made him to be fin for us, who knew no 
fin ; that we might be the righteoufnefs of God in him, 
2 Cor. v. 2 1. 

Thanks be unto God for his unfpeakable gift, 2 Cor. 
jx. 15. 

defied be the Lord God of Ifrael, for he hath vifited 
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arid redeemed hi3 people, and hath raifed up an horn of 
falvation for us in the houfe of his fervant David, Luke 
i. 68, 69. V 

Them which flecp in Jefus, will God bring with him. 
Then (hall we be -caught up together with him m the 
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air : and fo fhall we ever 
be with the Lord, 1 Thcff. iv. 14* l 7- 

Unto him that loved us and wafned us from our fins, 
in his own blood, &c. Worthy is the Lamb that was 
flain, to receive power and glory, Rev. 1. 5. and 5. 12. 

We know that we have paffed from death unto life, 
becaufe we love the brethren, 1 John, lii. 14. 

I am perfuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor an- 
gels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things prefent, 
nor things to come, nor heighth, nor depth, nor any 
other creature, fhall be able to feparate us from the love 
of God which is in Chrift Jefus our Lord, Romans vm. 
38, 39; 

I know whom I have believed, and I am perfuaded that 
he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him 
againft that day, 2 Tim. i. I*. 

I count all things but lofs and dung, that I may wm 
Chrift, and be found in him, -»ot having miae own righte- 
oufnefs, &c. Phil. iii. 8, 9. 

Chrift jefus, who of God is made unto us wifdom, 
and righteoufnefs, and fan&iftcation, and redemption, 1 
Gor. i. 30. 

We rejoice in Chrift Jefus, and have no confidence in 

theflefli, Phil. iii. 3. 

Giving thanks unto the Father, who hath made us 
meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the faints in 
light, Coi. i. 12. 

Behold, he cometh with clouds ; and every eye (hall 
fee him. Amen. Even fo, come Lord Jefus, Rev. i. 

7. and xxii. 20. 

Dundee, 5th June, I74 r > 

B2 



Some oj the Author s Dying Fjaculations, as they were 
'jl nvritten h him/el/ a few days before he died, and 
left iviib his Bible lying on his pillow, the — day of 
May, 1750. 

OLET me deep in Jefus ! 
I would not live always in this evil world, thai 
has little in it tempting, and feems itill to grow worfe, 
and where the torrent of fin and back. Aiding feems to 
grow flrongcr. 

I would defire to depart, and to be with Chrifl, which 
is far belter than to be here. I am willing rather to be 
abfent from the body, aid prefent with the Lord. Whom 
have I in heaven but thee ? and there is none upon earth 
I defire befides thee : for though my heart, ftrengtfr, 
and flefh fail ; yet the Lord will be the ftrength of my 
heart, and my portion forever. 

Now, Lord, what wait I for ? my hope is in thee ; I 
have waited for thy falvation, O Lord. 

for Simeon's frame, to be faying, " Lord now let- 
ted thou thy fervant depart in peace, for mine eyes have 
feen thy falvation." 

When Chrifl fays, " Surely I come quickly ;" may my 
foul anlwer, " Even fo, come Lord Jefus." 

1 am living on the righteoufnefs of Chrift, yea, dying 
in the Lord. Even fo, come. I am detained here up- 
on the more, waiting for a fair wind to carry me over this 
Jordon. I have waited, and will wait for thy falvation, 
O Lord. The Lord is a Rock, and his work is perfeft : 
Lord perfect what concerneth me. 

O that 1 could fay with Paul, " The time of my de- 
parture is at hand. I have kept the faith, I have fouglft 
the good fight, I have run my race, I have finifhed my 
courfc ; henceforth is laid up for^e a crown of righte- 
oufnefs, which the righteous Lord will give me at his 
earning." 

lam vile and polluted, O how fhall I be cleanfed ! — 
But that is a comfortable promife, " The blood of Jefus 
Chrift his Son cleanfeth u» from all fin." And fo is that, 
«' Though ye have lain among the pots, ye fhall be a». 



Dying Ejaculations. 19 

dcvcs, whofe wings are covered with filver, and their fea^ 
thers with yellow gold." 

1 rrfolve to obey, to fubmit to the Lord's will, to die 
like M'ofes and Aaron, the one at Mount Hor, the other 
at Mount Abarim. They went up, and died there at the 
command of the Lord. 

O that when my flefh and ftrength fail, God may be 
the (trength of my heart and my portion forever ! When 
now the keepers of the houfe do tremble, O that God 
may be the keeper ! when the grinders ceafe, becaufe 
they are few, O that God would feed my foul with man* 
na, that will need none of thefe implements ! when the 
daughters of mufic are brought low, O to be fitted for 
the heavenly mafic ! when the lookers out at the win* 
dows are darkened, O that my foul may be enlightened 
to fee Jefus my Redeemer. 

Lord, help the unbelief and infidelity of my heart;; 
and help to more of the faith of a rifen Jefus, and afcend- 
tied Rede mer. O let me believe and feel the fweetnefs 
of that word of Chrift, " I afcend to my Father and 
your Father, and to my God and your God." 

O how (hall fuch an unholy creature as I prefume into 
fuch a pure and holy place ! But the apoflle has taught 
us, we may have boldnefs to enter into the holieft of all 
by the blood of Jefuf. 

O that when the time of my la(l combat comes with 
my lad enemy death, I may be helped above all to take 
the fhield of faith, whereby I may be relieved from the 
fcing of death, and may quench the fiery darts of the 
wicked one. 

O that I may be helped to adore the foTereignty of 
God, kifs his rod, and humbly fubmit to it. Save me 
from both extremes ; let me never defpife the chaftening 
of the Lord, nor faint when 1 am rebuked of him. 

Now the prince of darknefs will ftudy to raife tempefbs 
of temptation, to fhipwreck the poor weather-beaten 
veffel of my foul, when it would enter into the harbour 
of reft above ; may Chrift come to be pilot, fteer the 
helm, and it fhall be fafe. 

O for more faith ! : may my faith ripen to a full affu- 
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ranee, th«Tt I may go ciF the II age rejoicing, and that an 
abundant entrance may be miniftered to me into the king, 
dom of our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift. 

O for more faith, that I may die like Simeon, whcti 
he had Chrift in his arms, faying, " Now let thy fer- 
vant depart in peace, mine eyes have feen thy falvation." 

Lord, one fmile of thy countenance would banifli a- 
way all my doubts and fears, and make me fing in pains. 

Is my Redeemer gone to prepare a place for us ? why 
fhould I be fo flothful to follow his ileps, when he is fay. 
ing come up hither; come up, dwell here; come up, 
reign here; come up, fing here. 

O Lord, deliver my foul from death, mine eyes from 
tears, and my feet from falling. O fave me from the 
horrible pit, draw me from out of the miry clay, fet my 
feet upon a rock, and eftablihVmy geings, and put a new 
fong in my mouth. 

O give grace to drive by faith and prayer to enter in 
at the ftrait gate. Lord, thou haft bid me knock, and 
it fhall be opened ; afk, and ye fhall receive : feek, and 
ye fhaH find. Lord, I knock, open unto me ; Lord, V 
would be in, I muft be in ; let me but in over the thref- 
hojd ; let me in within fight of my Redeemer's face, 
within fight of the fmiles of his countenance ; let me 
within hearing of the fongs of the Redeemed; let me 
get to the outfitk of that praifing company ; I will be 
well enough if I get in. 

Lord in I muft be, out I cannot ftay ; O fliut me not 
out with fwearers, fabbath-breakers, and profane perfons. 
Lord, I never chufed their company while in this 
world; Lord, do not gather my foul with finners here- 
after. 

The redeemed are gathering, and the wicked are ga- 
thering, Lord, gather me with thy flock ; they are fait a 
gathering ; the church's head is gone ; he has left the 
earth, and entered into his glory ; my brethren and 
friends, many of them have arrived where he is ; I am' 
yet behind. O how great is the difference betwixt my 
ftate and theirs. I am groaning out my complaint, they 
arc finding God's praifc; I am in darknefs, and cannot fee 
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jhy face, but they behold thee face to face. C ijiould I 
be fjtisfied to flay behind, when my friends are gone ! 
Shall I wander here in a hungry defart, when they are 
triumphing above, and dividing the fpoil ?- O help me 
to look after them with a itedfad eye, and cry, O Lord r 
feow I( 

O heavenly Father, draw me after Jefus, for none can 
come to him without thy aid. O Father, draw me up> 
there where he i?, and I will mount up as on eagle's 
wings. O draw me ; and when thou feemeft to fly from/ 
me, Lord, enable me tt> follow hard after thee. 
• O thou who remembereii the dying thief, when on the 
way to thy kingdom, O remember me when now feated 
in thy kingdom, and fay to my foul, when I am dying, 
u This day ahait thou be with me in paradife." 

Lord, I am called to the work I never did, O give me 
the ftrength I never had. O ftrengthen me like Sampfon? 
for this once, when at death, to pull down the ftrong holds 
of fin within me. Lord, warn away my fins in the blood 
of Chrilt, and then my foul mail not fink in the ocean of 
thy wrath. • 

O what is my life but a vapour 1 a fand glafs of fixty 
or feventy years ! O how fail dees it run down ! how 
foon runs it out ! Vain, vain is the love of life ! O give 
me grace to overcome the love of life, and the fear of 
denth. O for more patience, and lefs fretting. If the 
damned had hope of being faved from hell after a thou- 
fand years of my pain, bow willingly would they endure 
h i 1 Blefled be God, my pains are not hell, their ftate i> 
not mine. 

Lord, draw near to me, and fave me ; my body is full 
of trouble, and my life draws near to the grave. But 
Lord, thy loving kindnef* is better than life : O make 
thy loving kindnefs fu^e to me, and I. will willingly part 
with this dying life. 

Oh that I could make all the world fee the beauty of 
my precious and adorable Saviour. 

Nothing but an intereft in Chrift can give peace ia 
life, or comfort in death. He is the chief among tew 
frhoufand. and- altogether lovely. My body is in part 
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dead, but I know I cannot die eternally while Jcfu - 
I mult go down to the grave ; but what is the grave ; it 
is but a refining pot fince my Saviour lay in it, it is but 
a bed of rofes. " He is the rofe of Sharon, mid lilly of. 
the valley." 

It was his free grace that drew me, and made me wil- 
ling in the day of his power ; no detire, no merit in me, 
it was all free and undefrrving. 

let the chaftifement of my body be the medicine of 
my foul, to cure me of fin, and bring me to hncere repen- 
tance for it : for Chrift was wounded for our tranfgreffi- 
•ns, he was bruifed for our iniquities ; the chaftifement 
of our peace was upon him. 

Lord, remember the chaftifement of Chrift for fin, and 
let my pains be the chaftifement of a father, and not the 
wounds of an enemy. .Let Chrift's. faffcrings mitigate 
mine. 

1 rejoice in the profpect of that glorious inheritance 
referved fafe. I could not comfortably enter eternity 
any other way but in and through this God-man media- 
tor ; if he was not God as well as man, I could not be 
fupported, but he is God. 

Oh, this precious Saviour, he is my all in all ; he is my 
all fulHcient good, my portion, and my choice ; in him 
my vail: defires are fulfilled, and ail my powers rejoice \ 
I am travelling through a vvildernefs to a city of habita- 
tion, whofe builder and maker is God. 

Oh, delightful thought ! that I who was going on in 
fin, ftiould be plucked as a brand out of the burning Oh t 
how will they lie on a de.-uh bed who have nothing but 
their own works to fly to ! with only this to depend on, 
I ftiould be the moft miferab'e of all creatures ; but the 
long white robe of my Redeemer's righteoufaefs is all 
my defire. They are truly Lle(fcd,.they alone are happy 
who are enabled to exult in the garment of ecleftial glo- 
ry, which never waxeth old, hi the illuftrious robes ©f a 
Saviour's con fummate right eoufnefs, which arc incorrup- 
tible and immortal. This is a robe which hides every fin 
of thought, word, or deed, that I committed. Oh how 
unfpeakably happy are they, who are juftified by this all** 
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perfect righteoufnefs of the Lurd Jefus Chrift, and who 
tlierein can conftantly triumph and glory ! 

Lord, I live upon Chriit, I live upon his righteoufnefs, 
I live upon his blood and merits ; yea I die alfo leaning 
wholly upon thia bottom. It is not pad experiences or 
manifeftations I depend upon : it is Chriit. a prefent all- 
fufficient Saviour, and perfeft righteoufnefs in him, I 
loo!: to. All my attainments are but lofs and dung be- 
fides him. 

When I find myfelf polluted, I go to this fountain for 
cleanfmg. Lord, give me delight in approaching to 
thee ; delight to be at a throne of grace. O that I could 
make ray bed there, lie and die there. 

The kingdom of heaven fufFvrs violence, and the vio- 
lent take it by force. O for flrength to offer a holy 
violence by faith and prayer. 



*' Thus the A uthor died as he lived, teftifying the power 
of religion upon himfelf ; and that at a time when 
men have molt need of its comforts. The foregoing 
words are |:r&hfcribed from his own manufcript, now 
lying in the luads of Mr. Bell, miniiter at Aberbro- 
thock." 

WILLIAM BELL. 
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THE 

AFFLICTED MAN's COMPANION. 



THE INTRODUCTION. 

/TAN, when he firft dropt from his Maker's handi, 
\ j_ was a holy and innocent creature, pure from fin, 
and conf^quently free from ficknefs and trouble, enjoying 
uninterrupted health and profperity both in body and 
foul. But no fooner was he tainted with fin, but he be- 
came liable to all forts of miferies, temporal, fpiritual, and 
eternal : his foul being the rtfidence of fins and lulls, \\\% 
body turned the receptacle of ficknefs and difcafes. And 
feeing God's own children have the itlicks of fin and] 
corruption in them, while in this world, they are not to 
expect exemption from fuch afflictions ; and the infinite- 
ly wife God fees meet to make ufe cf bodily diftempen 
to correct the corruptions, and try the graces of his peo- 
ple, and to promote both their fpiritual and eternal ad- 
\antage. Hence it is faid of Lazarus, John xi. j, 
<• Behold, he whom thou loveft, is fick." He was be- 
loved, and yet fick. It is no rare thing for the deareft 
of God's faints to be put to chatter like cranes,* and 
mourn like doves, by reafon of fore ficknefs ; as Htziki- 
nh did, Ifa. xxxviii. 14. Sanctified and healthy fuuh 
may be matched with weak and fickly bodies, as was Ca- 
ius 3 John 2. Notwithstanding the cafe is fometimei 
moft trying and exercifing to the beft of God's people; 
and they are nevermore ready to queflion God's love, or 
quarrel with his providence, tnan under heavy ficknefs 
and bodily diftrefs. It is therefore highly the concern- 
ment of all, whether families or private peifons, to en- 
quire how they ought to behave under cr after afflicting 
ficknefs; and how they (hall provide for fuch an evil 
time before it come. And for the help of all that defire 
inftruction hi this matter, I hav; written the following di- 
rectory ; which, for method's fake, 1 flia.Il divide into fc- 
vcral chapters. 
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To 



I. I fliall give fo:ne general directions to all families 
and pcrfons vilited with ficknefs and affliction. 

II. Some particular directions to thofe who are fharp- 
ly afflicted with fore ficknefs and long trouble. 

III. Directions to the children of God under fick- 
nefs. 

IV. Directions to unregencrate perfons under ficknefs. 

V. Directions to the people of God when recovered 
from ficknefa. 

VI. Directions to unrenewed perfons recovered from 
ficknefs. 

VII. Directions to thofe fick perfons, who are appa- 
rently in a dying condition. 

VIII. Directions to the relations, acquaintances and 
neighbours of the fick, who are themfelves in health far 
the time. 

N. B, Let it be remembered, that what I fay to thofe 
vifited with ficknefs, is likewife applicable to all other af- 
flicted perfons, whatever their diftrefs be. 



CHAPTER I. 

Containing general directions to all families and perfons 

vilited with fickness. 

Direct, i. Diligently inquire into the ends and defrgns, 
for which ufually God fends ficknefs and ajpitlion vp~ 
on perfons. 

N infinitely holy and gracious God hath various and 
wife ends in afflicting the children of men, whe- 
ther they be converted or unconverted ; which ought to 
be duly confidered by al^> and efpecially by thofe who 
are vifited with ficknefs ;/icme whereof I fliall initance. 

I. God vifits with ficknefs, to caufe carelefs finners 
bethink themfelves concerning their fouls eilate and con. 
dation, who perhaps had never a ferious thought about it 
C 
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before. There are many who, when in health and 
ilresgth, are fo intent upon the pleafures and profits of 
the world, that they mind nothing elfe; all the warnings, 
exhortations, and counfels of minitters, teachers and 
mend*, are loll upon them : They cannot endure to en- 
tertain a thought of God, of the foul, of death, of hea- 
ven, of heil, or of judgment to come ; till God doth call 
them into fome ficknefs or bodily dillrtfs ; and then, 
fometimes, they begin with the prodigal, to come to 
themfelve?, and bethink tbetnfelvrs, concerning their 
fouls, and a future life. Now, this is God's defign, i 
Kings viii. 47. " If they bethink themfelves in the land 
whither they are carried captives, and repent," &c. By 
ficknefs, God gives a man, that before was wholly divert- 
ed from foul-matters by bufinefs, company, and plea- 
fures, occafion to bethink himfelf. The man is now con- 
fined to his chamber, is deprived of his former company 
and diverfions, and fo gets time and leifure to commune 
with his own heart, and reflecl on his former ways, and to 
hear what confeience fpeaks concerning a judgment day, 
and a world to come, and the need of a Saviour. And 
fo by the blefiing of God upon fuch affliction?, not a few 
have begun their firfh acquaintance with God and Chrift, 
and ferious religion. Nay, the furnace is Chrift's ufual 
work-houfe, where he has formed the raoft excellent vcf- 
fels of honour and praife, Ifa. xlviii. 10. " 1 have cho- 
fen thee in the furnace of affliction." Manaffeh, the 
Prodigal, Paul, and the Jailor, were all chofen there. 

II. God vifus us with ficknefs, in order to inftruft 
and teach us thefe things we know not, Pfal. xcvi. 12. 
It was a faying of Luther, Schftla cruch, eft fchola lucis. 
.And indeed the f^hool of affliction is the place where ma- 
ny of Zion's fcholars have made good proficiency in fpi- 
ritual and experimental knowledge — Now, there are fc- 
veral remarkable lefTons which God would teach us by 
the rod. 

1 ft. The know'edge of G<jA. It is faid of Manaffeh, I 
7, Chron. xxxiii. 12, :j, " When he was brought to» 
affliction, &c. thets ManuSfeh knew that the Lord Ik 

is well educated, and earff 
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taught the knowledge of God, yet till now he knew not 
tluLord : But now he knew him in his power and great- 
nefs, his holinefs and hatred of fin ; now he knew God in 
his goodnefs of mercy, and wondered that he had kept 
him fo long out of hell. 

2dly. Another Itfffon is the knowledge cf onrfelves. 
In time of health and profpuity, we are apt to forget 
ourfelves, and our mortality ; but ficknefs caufeth us to 
know that we are but men, and frail men, Pfal. ix. 20, 
that God hath an abfolute fovercignty over us, and can 
as eafily crufn us, as we do a moth. 

3dly. He teacheth us the emptinefs of the world- 
How vain a help is that, which fails a man in the time of 
his greateft need ! and oft-times we fee, that worldly 
means and friends can neither give the laaft eafe to the 
bodies, nor comfort to the fouls of perfons under ficknefs 
and diftrefs. 

4thly. Another leffon is the great evil of fin, which 
is the caufeof all fickneffes and difeafes whatever, 1 Cor. 
xi. 30. " For this caufe many are weak and fiekly a- 
mong you." — Ah ! what a root of bitternefs snuft that 
be, which brings forth fuch bitter fruit ! 

5thly. He fheweth us the precioufnefs and excellency 
of Chrift and his promifes ; which only can enable a 
Chriftian to rejoice in tribulation, and be eafy under the 
greateft pains and difeafes. There are many who are in- 
different about Chrift in time of health, that when fick- 
nefs comes, do change their note, and cry, O for an inter- 
eft in Chrift, above all things ! 

III. God fends fuch trials and diftreffes, in order to 
mortify and kill fin in us. I fa. xxvii. 9. " By this (hall 
the iniquity of Jacob be purged, and this is all the fruit 
to take away his fin." And indeed ficknefs and afihe- 
tiov, through the bleffiigof God, lath a native tendency 
to weaken and fubdue our prevailing fins and lulls. O 
man, is thy heart turned hard, fo as thou art not fenfible 
of thy own fins, or of others fufferings : God fees meet to 
try the fire of affliaion, to fee if it will melt thy frozen 
heart. Haft thou undervalued health, and flighted thy 
mercies ? Now Godremoves them from thee, that by the 
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want of them, thou may ft know the worth of them. Art 
thou timed proud and felf-eonceited ? Cod fend- tint a 
thorn in the h\lh, to prick the fwola bladder of pride, 
that thou may It not be puffed up above mrafure ; God 
lays thee low upon thy bed, that thou may It be lowly m 
thy heart. Doth love to the world prevail in thee ? God 
feads affliction to difcover its emptinefs, and wean thec 
from it,' Art thou fallen fecure, dead, and formal ? God 
iends affliftioti to awake thee, that thou mayft not fleep 
the fleep cf death. 

IV. God fends fieknefs, to awaken in us the fpin't of 
prayer and ftfjppUcation, and mike us more earn eft and 
importunate in our addreffes to the throne of Grace. 
There is a great difference betwixt our prayers in health 
and in fieknefs, betwixt our humiliations in profperity, 
and in adverfity. In profperity we pray heavily and 

•fily, but adverfity adds wings to our d v fires. Ifa. 
x>: vi. i 6. Lcnl, in t, oubh ba ve tbey 'oifitcd thee, thej Pour- 
ed out apray:r when thy chajleuing was upon ibi m. Though 
ihcy were backward enough to prayer before, yet l!;cy 
pour it out moll freely now. The vc y heathen mariners 
cried aloud to God in a ftorm — What a famous prayer 
did Manafleh make when !:; wa> ur.der bis iron fetters ! 
We find it thrice mentioned, 2 Clircn. xxxiii. i j, 18, 19. 
And the \oice of fervent prayci u what the Lord d 
ro hear. 

V. Another end is, to loofe our hearts from the 
thing? of this world ; and catife us to look and long for 
heaven. When we enjoy health and eafe in this world, 
we are apt to fay with Peter on tlie mount, // is good for 
us to be here: but when diftrefs cometh, God's people 
will turn their temgue, and fay with the Pfalmift, Pial. 
Ixxiii. 27. It is good for me to draw nigh to God. When 
things here go well with us, we are apt to think ourfe'ves 
at home: but, when trouble uifcth, we begin t« 

" arifc, let us depart, this is n«t our re ft." Tl 

heaven was much out off! % :ut of mind before, 

yet, when rfH: cling fickn-.fifcon 001 believer will 

figh, and fay with D_vitl thai I had wings 
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like a dove ! for then would I fly away find be at rejl; I 
•would hajlen my efcape from the windy tempffl- 

VI. Goddefigns to make the world bitter, and Chrift 
fweet to us. By fuch afili&ions, he lets men fee, that 
the world is nothing Lut vanity, and vexation of fpirit ; 
that riches avxil not in the day of wrath : then it is, that 
they may fee the inefficiency of the world to relieve 
them : that, as one faith, "A velvet flipper cannot cure 
the gout ; a golden cap cannot drive away the headache; 
nor a bed of doun give eafe in a fever." And as the 
world turns bitter, fo Chrift grows fweet to the believer. 
In time of eafe Vnd health, Chrift is often very much ne- 
glecled and forgot. As the difciples, while ihe fea was 
calm fullered Chrift to flecp with them in the (hip, think- 
ing they might make their voyage well enough without 
his help ; but when they were ready to be drowned, then 
they fee their need of Chrift, they awake him, crying, 
Maflcr, five us, or elfe we pertjh. So the beft cf faints, 
when all iseafy about them, are proneto fuffer Chrift to fleep 
within them, and fo to neglect the lively actings of faith 
on Chrift ; but when the ftorm of affliction begins to a- 
rife, and they are ready to be overwhelmed with diftrefs, 
then they cry, " None but Chrift, none but Chrift." 

VII. God tryfts with ficknefs and diftrefs, in order 
both to prove and improve his people's graces, D'eut. viii. 
2. Rev. ii. 10. Grace is hereby both tried and ftrength- 
ened. ift. Such afflictions do prove both the truth and 
ftrength of our graces, as they fcrve to try if we love 
God for himfelf ; if we can endure and hold out in i'crv- 
ing him, waiting and depending upon him, notwithstand- 
ing of difcouragements. That faith will fuffiee for a 
little a/Billion, that will not fufHce for a great one. Pe- 
ter had faith enough to come upon the fea at Chrift's 
call, but as foon as the waves began to fwell, his faith be- 
gan to fail, and his i'eet to fink, till Chrift mercifully 
caught hold of him, faying, " O thou of little faith, 
wherefore didft thou doubt ?" Matth. xiv. 3 i. Little 
did Teter think his faith was fo weak till now. 

2dly. They tend to improve our graces alto, by quick- 
ening and flrengthening them. They ft rye c.$ a whet- 
C 2 
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ftone to fharpen faith, fo as the foul is made to renounce 
earthly (helters, ami to clafp about God in Chriil, as its 
only refuge and portion. They excite to repentance and 
ferious mourning for fin ; for, like the winter fiofts and 
fnows, they make the fallow ground of our heart mqrjl 
tender. They prompt us to heavenly mindednel" , 
denial, and patient waiting on God. Yea, the experi- 
ence of God's people can atteft it, that grace is never 
more lively, than under affii&ion. David never found 
himfelf better, as to his fpiritual (late, than when he wa» 
perfecuted and hunted as a partridge on the mountains ; 
and hence fays, Pfal. cxix. 71. " It is good for rue, that 
I have been afflicted. " 

VIII. God's aim is, to awaken us to redeem time, ta 
prepare for flitting, and clear up our evidences for hea- 
ven. In the time of health we arc apt to trifle away 
time, to loiter in our journey, and forget that we are pil- 
grims on the earth ; wherefore God fends fickntl's as kis 
mefl'enger, to mind us thereof. 

Now it highly concerns ui, when ficknefs attacks us, 
to cenfider and meditate uponthefe ends for which God 
brings on diftrefs, and pray earneftly that they may be 
accompliflied in us; and fo our fickntfs (hall not be unto 
tltath (fpiritual or eternal) but to the glory of God and 
good of our fouls. 

Direction ii. Let all who are vifited with ficknefs, 
ft arch for the jtehan in the camp, and inquire diligent- 
ly what is the ground and caufe of God's controverfy 
•with them. 

T hath been the practice of God's people ia fcripture- 
times, to inquire into the caufe and meaning of God's 
rods which have been laid upon them. So David, z 
Sam. xxi. when the land of lfrael was three years under 
the ftrokc of famine, he inquired into the meaning of it. 
So Job is exceedingly defirous to know why God fet him 
up as a mark for his arrows, Job vii. 20. and hence it is 
that he makes that petition, Job x. 2. which is moil fuit- 
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eiLL' for every man in diitrefs, " Shew me wherefore thou 
coatendcft with ma " 

I grant indeed, that God Sometimes vifits his people 
with affliction, fur the trial and exercite of their grace, 
and for their fpiritual inftruc'tion, more than for the cor- 
rection of their fin. But iin being the original and foun- 
dation of all affliction, it is Safeft, when it is our own cafe, 
and moft acceptable to God, to look on fin as the procu- 
ring caufe. Or, if our fins have not immediately procu- 
red the pre fen t affliction, yet the bed: of God's children 
null own that they have at leait deferved it. We fee 
the fin of the Corinthians is mentioned as the caufe of 
tl.eir ficknefs, I Cor. x>. 30. " For this caufe many 
are weak and fickly among you " The Pfalmift con- 
cludes the very fame tiling, Pial. «:vii. (7, 18. " Fools 
becaufe of their tntnfgreifions and their iniquities, are af- 
flicted : their foul abhorreth all manner of meat; and 
they draw nigh unto the gates of death." But ordina- 
rily, by ficknefs, th? Lord points at fome one fin in us, 
more than another, fome Jonah in the (hip, that hath rai- 
led the ftorm, which the Lord would have us to fearch 
out and throw over board without delay. 

Qu.'JI. But how (hall we difcover and find out the par- 
ticular lin for which God afflicts us with ficknefs and dif- 
trefs i 

Anf \Ji. Study the Lord's word, and the chaftife- 
ments there recorded, which he hath inflicted upon peo- 
ple for their fins ; and inquire if you be guilty of the 
like. Obferve what hath been God v s mind to his peo- 
ple, and what fin he hath pointed out to them, when they 
have been brought under fuch a rod : and fo you may 
ltarn his mind to you, Rom., xv 4. " For whatsoever 
things were written aforetime, were written for our 
learning." 

2(i!y. Confider what is the fia which conscience doth 
moll of all accufe thee for, in thy moft ferious and folita- 
ry hstirs. Confcience is God's deputy, and thy bofom 
monitor, whofe voice, perhaps, thou haft little regarded 
in the day of thy health ; wherefore God hath fent a 
Sharper melTengcr, to Second the vficeof conference. Hear 
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now the voice of the rod, for it is the fame with the voice 
of confcience. in the clay of profperiiy, carnal profiti 
and pleafures made fucb a noife, that the voice of con- 
fcience could not be heard: wherefore God hath brought, 
on thee the filent night of adverfity, that his deputy may 
obtain audience. Well then, give ear; what faith con- 
fcience now ? may you not heir it fayi:ig, as Reuben to 
his brethren in diitrefs, " Spake 1 not to you in the day 
of health, do not commit fuch a lin, and do not delay re- 
penting for flich a fin ; but you would not hear?' 5 O 
man, let confcience get a hearing at laft, as it got with 
the patriarchs, when they \vc\-i. brought to diilrefs in E- 
gypt, and made them to confefs their fin in felling of Jo- 
feph, Gen, xlii. 21. " We are verily guilty concerning 
our brother, in that we faw theangui/h of iiis foul, when 
he befought us, and we would not hear : therefore is this 
diftrefs come upon us." 

3<//y. Confide r what are thefe evils, that others have 
obferved in you, whether they be friends or foes. Hear- 
ken to what a chriilian friend uotireth in you, either when 
fpeaking to you, or others about you. " Let the righ- 
teous fmite mc (faith David) and it (hall be a kindnefs." 
Yea do not difregard what even enemies fay of you ; as 
David got good by the malicious reproaches of Shimei, 
in the day of his affliction, fo may you in the time of 
diftrefs ; for fometimes malice itfelf will fpeak truth. 
Enemies are fharp fighted to fpy out our faults, and fo 
may, through the divine bleffmg, prove monitors to us, 
both with rcfpedl to fin and duty. 

^thfy. Confide? the nature and circumftances of thy 
diftrefs. Oft-times the affliction is fo fuitable to the 
tranigreffion,that we may clearlyreadour fin written onthe 
forehead of our punilhmeiit, as in the cafe of Adonibe- 
zek, and many others. And alfo you may be helped to 
fiud it out by the Lord's timing of the rod to you. Was 
it font when you was under much formality in duty \ or 
when you was eagerly purfuing the things of the world ? 
or when you was under the power of fome prevailing luft 
or other ? then the rod comes to reprove you, and awake 
you to fee the evil thereof. 
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fthly. Confider what is the fin that hath been former- 
ly molt affrighting to thy thoughts, and perplexing to 
thy confidence, when thou halt been in tlie immediate 
view of death and a tribunal. It is very likely (if thou 
halt not truly repented of it) that is the fin which God 
now intends to awake thee to fee the evil of, that thou 
mayft fincerely mourn for, and turn from it, looking to 
Cod in Chrifl for pardon and mercy. 

QbjeS. Ah (faith one) it is my lot to lie under a dumb 
and iilent rod, I do not underftand its language, I cannot 
hear its voice, I cannot find out the fin that is pointed at 
by it ; what courfe (hall 1 take ? 

Anftv. i. Be deeply humbled under this trial, and 
bewail thy cafe before the Lord ; for it very much aggra- 
vates the affliction to God's people, when they know not 
the language of it : Hence was it that Job lamented fo 
heavily, that his way was hid, and he knew net the rea- 
fon of God's contending with, him, Job iii. 23. 

2. A believer's cafe maybe fometimes fo dark, that 
it requires a great deal of fpiritual art and wifdom to en- 
able him to hear the voice ©f the rod., and uuderiland its 
language. Hence it is faid, " He is a man of wifdom 

eth God's name upon it," Micah vi. 9. Now, this- 
wifdom mull only come from above ; Therefore, 

3. Go to God, and earncilh* beg for this wifdom, that 
you may know his mind, and the meaning ©f the rod. 
Do as Rebekah, when the children {haggled in her 
womb, file went to enquire of the Lord, faying, " Why 
am I thus ?" Gen. xxv. 22. Cry to God to give you 
his fpirit, to teach and enlighten you to fee fin in its evil, 
and the particular evils you are guilty of. This was Job's 
courfe in his affliction: " Shew me (fays he) wherefore 
thou contended with me That which I fee not, teach 
thou me. Make me to know my tranfgreflion and my 
fin." There is no better way for a prifonef to know the 
reafon of his confinement, than to r.fjc the magiftratc who 
committed him. God is a wife i'gent, and can give bill 
account of his own actions. 

4. If thou canft not find out the particular fin for which 
God afflicts thee, then labour to repent of eve 
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(is, and cry for pardon, of every unknown and forgotten 
fin alfo. Do that out of wifdom, which Herod did out 
of malice, who becaufe he could not find out the babe Je- 
fus, killed all the children of Bethlehem, that he might 
be fure to kill Jefus among them. JLct U6 feek the utter 
ruin and death of ail our fins, that we may be fure to de- 
Jiroy that fin for which God afflicts us. 

5. Study toexercife a ftrong faith, and a humble fib. 
milTion, while God keeps you under the filent rod. Be- 
lieve firmly, that Gcd is juft, though you know not what 
he contends. And however long lie thinks fit to nsake 
you walk in the dark, refolve humbly to wait on him, 
and commit yourfelf to him, who has many times guided 
the blind in the way they knew not. 

Direct. 111. When any Jit of Jickr.efs attacks you, think 
ferioujly upon death, and make diligent preparation 
for it. 

I DO not mean that any man may delay the work of 
preparation for death, till ficknefs coineth : No, no ; 
this mould be the great and uptaking bufinefs of every 
man, in the time of his health and ftrength. But ficka 
nefs and difeafes being the harbingers of death, and the 
mefiengers feat from God to warn us of its coming ; eve- 
ry man is thereby called to renew the work of preparation 
for death, with all earneftnefs and application. God's- 
voice, by every fit of ficknefs, is that in Deut. xxxii. 29. 
" O that they were wife, that they underftood this, that 
they would confi-.ler their latter end ?" God knows our 
folly, and readinefs to forget this great work in the day 
of health ; and therefore, in his mercy, he fends ficknefs 
and affliction, to teach us fo to number our days that we 
may apply our hearts to this piece of heavenly wifdom, 
of making preparation for death. 

And here I lhall drop, \Jl, Some motives to prefs rt. 
idly, Advices for the doing it aright. 

I For motives confider theft? things : 

1 ft. Confider God's mercy and patience towards you, 
in giving ycu fo many warnings, and fo many v. 
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prepare for death ; and in fending his meffengers and 
warnings fo gently and gradually, to excite you to this 
work ; when many younger and Wronger than you, are 
hurried into eternity, and little or bo tune given them to 
think where they are going. Have you not been fpared 
many years, in the mimt of dangers, when you have feeti 
that bold archer Death (hooting his arrow*, and killing 
thoufands of your neighbours and friends round about 
you i Sometimes the arrow hath glanced over your head, 
and flain fome great man, your iuperior: Sometimes it 
hath alighted at your feet, and cut off a child or a fcr- 
vant, your inferior : Sometimes it hath goue by on your 
left hand, and killed your enemy ; at other times it hath 
paffedo.-' your right hand, and killed your near relations. 
So that you have feen friends and foes, fuperiors and in- 
ferior?, relations and ftrangers dropping down dead round 
about yon ; and all this for a long tract of time, to give 
you warning to prepare for death. O let the goodnefs 
and forbearance of God, towards you, lead you to repen- 
tance, and perfuade you to flee lpeedily to Chrift, for re- 
fuge and protection from wrath. 

2dly. Confider how terrible death will be if it meet 
you in an unprepared date, in a Chriillefs and impenitent 
condition. What a fearful change will it bring upon 
you ! A change from earth to hell, from hope to defpair, 
from pleafure to pain, from comforts to terror;; a change 
front the offers of grace, to the revelation of wrath ; a 
change from probabilities, to utter impoffibilities of falva- 
tion. Death will cut off all your hopes and expectations 
of mercy forever, Job xxvii. 8. There is no coming 
back, to amend what hath been done aihife here : and 
there is no work nor device in the grave, whither you go. 
As the tree falls, fo it will lie, throughout all eternity. 

II. I come to give fome advices, in order to the right 
preparation for death, lji, Set about felt-examination 
work. Inquire if you be in Chrift or not ; if you be 
yet far off from God, or if you be brought near by the 
blood of Jefus. And fee that you be impartial in this 
fearch, and willing to find out the truth of this impor- 
tant queflioti. Be not foolifuly tender of yourfclf, and 
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apt to belivtve that you arc fafe, when it is not fo ; for, 
■this way, thoufands do ruin thcmfclvts. But be content 
to know the word of your cafe, and thoroughly to uti. 
derftand your foul's danger, that you may be moved to 
take the right way to efcape it. Wherefore take a vieir 
of the marks of Chriftlefs and unconverted pcrfons fct 
down in God's word, and judge yourfelf by them : And 
confider alfothe fignsof true grace recorded therein, and 
fee if they be applicable to you or not. 

idly. If after inquiry, you find your Rate is bad ; that 
yon have been a lover of the world more than of God; 
you have minded your body more than your foul ; yqj 
have lived in the neglect of precious Chrift ; allowed 
yourfeif in known fin : O then be 'convinced cf your ina- 
bility to help yourfeif, and your need of Chritt to help 
you. And labour to be deeply humbled before Go 
der a fenfe of your fin and folly. " Ah, how fo 
how rebellioufly, how unthankfully have I carried ? i 
have abufed God's mercies, and left undone the work 
for which I was made, and preferved, and enjoyed the 
gofpel. Oh ! I had all my time given me, to make pre- 
paration for endlefs eternity, and I have never minded it, 
till now that ficknefs, the haibinger of death, is come 
upon me: And now, what fhall I do to be fu.-ai:'' 
Well then, in order to convince and humble you the 
more, carl back your eyes upon the fins of your nature, 
r.p.d of your by-paft life ; view them in their nature, nutji- 
ber, aggravations and defervings. O do not fo many 
years' fins need a very deep humiliation ! O do you not 
(land greatly in need of fuch a perfon as Chrift, to be 
your Saviour and Ranfnmer from fuch a vaft number of 
fins ? O but their weight will prefs you eternally down 
to the lowefl hell, if left to yourfeif, and laid upon your 
■back. 

idly. O fiuner, art thou deeply humbled, and defiroiM 
of mercy upon any terms ? Believe then, that thy cafe is 
not remedilefs, but that there is a facrifice provided for 
your fins, and an able and all-fufficicnt Saviour in your 
offer. Believe that the Lord Jefus Chrift is the Son of 
God, and become flefh to be a furety for you ; tint he U 
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"both able and willing to fave to the "nttcrmcft all that 
come unto God by him. Though your fins, your dan- 
gers and your fears were never fo great, yet he is able 
and willing to fave. O flee prefently to thisrefuge-city t 
whofe gates are open to receive you. Truft your foul 
upon Child's facrifice and meritorious blood, for mercy 
and falvation. Apply humbly to him, that he may teach 
you the will of God, reconcile you to his Father, pardon 
your fins, renew you by his Spirit, and fave you from 
eternal wrath. 

Afthly. Give up yourfelf to God in Chrift, by way of 
covenant and folemn refignation. Every man doth this 
facrdmentally in baptifm ; but you muft nlfo renew it 
perfoRally and explicitly, and thereby give a cordial and 
voluntary confent to the covenant of grace. Acquiefce 
cheerfully in the gofpel-way of falvation through Chrift 
and his rightcoufnefs ; and accept of God in Chrift, as 
thy portion. Make choice of God the Father, as thy 
reconciled Father in Chrift ; and God the Son as thy Re- 
deemer and Saviour ; and God the Holy Ghoft, for thy 
Sanctifier, Guide and Comforter. And likewife give up 
thyfelf, foul and body, and all thou haft, to be the 
Lord's ; engaging, in Chrift''< ftrength, to live for God, 
and walk with him in newnefs of life. And ftudy to do 
all this deliberately, unfeignedly and cheerfully. Though, 
perhaps, yoH have done this, hypocritically at former 
times, you have profaned God's covenant, and behaved 
unfteadfaftly and perfidioufly therein; yet now endeavour 
to be fincere with God for once. 

$thly. Be living daily in the exercife of faith and re- 
pentance: renew the ac\s thereof frequently, in propor- 
tion to your renewed fins and guiltinefs. Cleave clofe to 
glorious Chrift, your High Prieft and Surety, and be 
ever wafhing in his blood. As long as you are in the 
world, you'll need to warn your feet, John xiii. 10. 
Come death when it will, let it find you at the fountain, 
always looking to, and making ufe of Jefus Chrift. You 
have great need of Chrift.. every day of your life, more 
efpecially in ficknefs ; -but molt of all , at a dying hour, 
O what need will you, have of Chrift, then, as a« Ad^e- 

D 



38 Affile' ed Mail's Companion. 

cate witk God, n'hen the queftion is to be determined, 
Where your manfion is to be affigned, through all eterni- 
ty, whether in heaven or in hell? O then, be looking al- 
ways to Chrift, with the eye *f faith. Live in the con- 
ftant thoughts of this blcfied Mediator. Let him be 
firft in your thoughts in the morning, and laft in your 
thoughts at night. 

6thly. Be ftriving to mortify every fin and luft, both 
outward and inward. Be dying to iin daily, that fo you 
may not die for fin eternally. O that fin may be daily 
lofing its ftrength, and dying in you ! fo that it may be 
certainly dead before you. Pray earnellly, that your 
fins may die, before you die : For, if they die not before 
you, but out-live the dying body, they will live eternally 
to lting and torment the never-dying foul. 

Direct, lr. Be not anxious for recovery to health : but 
leave the iffue of the prefent ficinefs, to the will and 
pleafure of the infinitely wife Cod. 

REMEMBER, O man, thou art the clay, and God 
is the Potter ; he is abfolute Lord of thy life and 
times, therefore learn to adore his fovereignty over thee, 
and all thy enjoyments. David did fo, when he faid, 
" Lord, my times are in thy hand," Pfalm xxxi. 15. 
And indeed they are only bed in his hand, for he beft 
knows how to difpofe of them. The prophet faith, Ifa. 
xxx. 18, " The Lord is a God of judgment, blefled are 
they that wait for him." Judgment there fignifies wif- 
dom : The Lord is a God of wifdom, and will order and 
time all things well ; and therefore it becomes us quietly 
to wait for his pleafure, faying, " The will of the Lord 
be done." It is taken notice of, as a great fin in the If- 
raelites, that they waited not for his counfel, but limited 
the Holy One of Ifrael, Pfalm lxxviii. 41. What an 
unaccountable folly and preemption is it, for worms of 
the earth, to feek to itint and limit the Sovereign of Hea- 
ven, to their meafures ! It becomes us at all times, and 
efpecially in ficknefs and affliction, to have low, fubmif- 
fivc thoughts of ourfelves, and high exalted thoughts of 
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God's fovereignty, fuch as Nebuchadnezzar had, Dan. 
iv. 35. " And all the inhabitants of the earth are repu- 
ted as nothing : And he doth according to his will in the 
army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth : 
and none can ftay his hand, or fay unto him, What docll 
thou ?" We mould therefore refer all to his wile deter- 
mination, and be willing to die or live, as he mail be 
pleafed to appoint. I remember I have read of a "godly 
woman, who, in her ficknefs, being aflced by one, Whe- 
ther fhe was mod; defirous to die, or to live ? Sheanlwer- 
ed, " I have no choice in that matter, but refer myfelf to 
the will of God." " But (laid the other) fuppofe God 
mould refer it to you, whether to die, or to live, which of 
them would you chocfe ?" " If God (replied fhe) fhould 
refer it to me, I would even refer it back again to him." 
It becomes thee, O man, to be entirely refigned to the 
will of thy Maker, and to ftandlike a fentinelin thy Na- 
tion, ready to move, as thy great General and Comman- 
der mail give order, concerning thee. It would be plea- 
fant and acceptable to God, to fee thee more dtfirous to 
be delivered from fin, than from ficknefs. O but fin is a 
fur worfe difeafe, than any ficknefs in the world ! b. £ 
importunately, that the great Phyfician may cure this 
woful foul-difenfe, and let him do with the body what he 
plcafeth. This was David's practice in his affliction, 
Pfalm xxv. 18, " Look upon my affiiftion, and my pain, 
and forgive all my fin." As for his pains and afflictions, 
he afks no more, but that God would regard them, and 
look upon them, aad do with them as he thought fit ; 
but, as for his fins, no lefs will fatisfy him than a pardon, 
and blotting them entirely out, fo as they might be re- 
membered no more. 

Direct, v. Bind y our f elf with holy purpofes and refo- 

lutions, in Chrifl , s Jlrength, to be more watchful againjl 

Jin, more diligent in duty, and to improve the time of 

health better, if God Jh all be pleafed to re/lore it again 

to you. 

HEN God is vifiting your iniquities with rods, 
and pleading a controverfy with you for your o- 
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millions and flacknefs in duty, he expects that you will 
return from your backflidings, and fet about a fcrious re- 
formation and change of -life. Hofea v. 15, " I will g» 
and return to my place, till they acknowledge their of- 
fence, and feck my face : In their affliction they will feek 
me early." See thea that you open your ear to difci- 
pline : ftudy to nnfwer God's call and expectation, and 
in his ftrength rcfolve to enter upon a new life. " Sure- 
ly now it is meet to be faid unto God, I have borne chaf- 
tifement. I will not offend any more. That which I 
fee not, teach thcu net If I have done iniquity, I will 
do fo no more," Job xxxiv. 3 c, 32. Now is the feafott 
you fhould fay with Ephraim, Hofea, xiv. 8, " What 
have I to do any more with idols ?" 

Having duly examined yourfelves, and fearched out 
your fins, you ought to put a bill of divorce into each of 
their hands. Deliberately rtfolve againft all your fins, 
whether fecret or open ', and efpccially refolve againft 
your darling and beloved fins, thefe fins of which do moll 
eafily befet you. Refolve alfo againft all temptations to 
fir?, and particularly againft tbe fnares of bad company, 
whereby you have been formerly enticed ; fay now with 
David, Pfalm cxix. 115, " Depart from me, ye evil do- 
ers: For I will keep the commandments of my God." 

You muft not only purpofe to forfake all fin, but alfo 
to mind every known duty : That you will make religi- 
on your or.e thing needful ; the pleafing of God, th« 
chief bufinefs of your life ; that you will fet the Lord 
always before you, give him your heart in all duties, aim 
at nearnefs and communion with God in every one of 
them ; and ftill prefs forward to the full enjoyment of 
God in heaven, through eternity. 

Refolve alfo, through grace, that you will, in a fpecial 
manner, mind fecret duties, which the eyes of men do 
not obferve, and thefe duties which confeience doth moft 
challenge you for neglecting. And you that are heads 
of families refolve to make more confeience of family re- 
ligion, of worshipping God with your families, both 
morning and evening ; inftrndting your children and fer- 
vants in the knowledge of Chrift, and recommending reli* 
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gion and godlinefj to all round about you, whether rela- 
tions or ftrangers. 

And if you would have your resolutions effectual, fee 
that they be accompanied with a deep fenfe of your in- 
fufficiency to perform them in your own ftrength. Bear 
always in mind the corruption and deceitfuhiefs of your 
own heart, and make all your refohitions in a humble de- 
pendence oh the fufficiency of Jefus Chrift your furety. 
Obferve the apoftle Paul's advice to his fon Timothy, 2 
Tim. ii. i, "Be ftrong in the grace that is in Jefus 
Chrift." All your (lock, O believer, is in his hand, fo 
that without him you can do nothing ; but, through 
Chrift ftrengthening you, you are able to do all things. 

Direct, vr. Set your Bovfc in order ly making your lat- 
tcr-ivills, and fettling your domefl'ic and fscular affairs, 
while you have freedom and capacity for doing it, 

AFTER the heart is fet in order, the next work is to 
fet your houfein order, according to God's coun- 
fcl to Hezekiah, Ifa. xzxviii. i. It is recorded of the- 
patriarch Abraham, that he was careful to fettle the af- 
fairs of his family before his death, Gen. xxv. 5, 6. He 
difpofed of his tftate to Ifaac, and legacies to the fons of 
his concubines. It is too general a fault, that men de- 
lay and put off making their wills, as they do their re- 
pentance, to the very laft, and fo too frequently never- 
make them' at all. Confider the evil of deferring or. ne- 
glecting this nectffary affair : For if you, upon whom 
God hath bellowed means, fhall die ioteftate, your eftate 
may defcend otherwife than you intended ; much of it 
may be fpent in tedious and expenllve lr.w-fuits : fuch 
differences may fall out amonor relations that mould live 
in friendfhip and mutual affection, es cannot be healed ; 
fome of them may be reduced to extreme want, when a' 
fmall legacy might have them put them in a way of living • 
And many fuch inconveniencies may follow. Well then, 
if your neglect mould bring on thefe evils, and involve 
pofterity into endlefs ftrifes and contentions ; may you 
not jullly fear that the guilt thereof will purfue you into 
D 2 
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another world, whofe wretched carelefsnefs was the occa- 
sion of all that mifchief ? 

Pray, what is the reafon that men put off" this affair ? 
Is it not, becaufe they do not incline to think, fo ferioufljr 
on death, as this will occafion them to do ? Doth not 
this fmell of abominable earthly-mindednefs, and fpeak 
as if a man defired all his portion in this life, and cared 
not for a better ? and that he is fo far from preparing for 
death, that he cannot endure to think of it ? Alas that 
this worldly difpofition mould fo far prevail among m! 
But furely there is no wife man will fay, that the putting 
off the thoughts of death, will keep death at the greater 
diftance ; or that preparing for death, and making our 
wills, will bring on death the fooner. 

It were furely bed to order our affairs timeoufly : yea, 
do it in time of health, rather than delay it unto a fick 
bed, or a death-bed ; for either you may be fnatched off 
fuddenly, and have no time for it ; or you may be taken 
with fueh adiftemper as /hail feize your tongue, io as you 
cannot exprefs your mind ; or feize your understanding, 
fo as you cannot rationally difpofe of your effects. And 
though none of thefe ihould happen, yet certainly it 
proves a great difhubance to a dying man, to be calling 
up, ordering and fettling the affairs of his family, when he 
mould be fecuring a heavenly maufion for his foul, and 
clearing up his evidences thereunto. It is great wifdom 
to put this affair by hand ; that you may have as little 
to do with the world as may be, and all occafions of dif- 
traclion to your immortal foul may be prevented, when 
it is near to its flitting into an eternal and unchangeable 
ftate. 

Moreover, in fettling your fecular affairs, obferve thefe 
following advices, i . Make your wills' cheerfully, and 
freely lay down whatever you enjoy, when God calls you 
to it. Praife God that you had thofe things while you 
reeded them, and when you have no longer ufe for them, 
leave them without repining, to thofe that come after 
you. Look not back to Egypt, when you are upon your 

.'■i to Canaan. 
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idiy. See that you deal juftly, in providing for your 
family, paying al! your juft debts, and making reftitution 
if you have wronged any. Abhor all defigns of defraud- 
ing any of your lawful creditors : For, if your laft a£t 
mould be unjuft, you leave a b'u t upon your name here ; 
and fince you cannot repent of this wickednefs, it being 
among your laft deeds, you expofe ysuffelf to a fearful 
doom in the world whither you are going. 

ylly> In fettling your eftatcs, fee that God and good 
ufes be not forgot nor left out. When you are leaving 
the world, and can glorify God no longer here by your 
words or aftions, fee to honour the Lord with your fub- 
llance, by leaving fome part thereof to a pious and chari- 
table ufe. I know, it is a work of charity to give for 
maintaining the bodies of the poor ; and efpecially the 
poor of God's people, who belong to his family ; But it 
is much more pious and charitable, to leave fomewhat for 
propagating Chriftian knowledge in dark places, for edu- 
cating poor children to read the fcriptures, and inftruft- 
ing ignorant fouls in the knowledge of Jefus Chrift. It 
is much to be lamented, that fo many rich men among 
us die, and leave nothing to fuch pious ufes. The libe- 
rality of papifta on their death beds, may give a fharp 
challenge to many profefTed protectants. O what a ftiame 
is it to the profelTors of the deftrine of grace, that the 
falie doctrines of merit and purgatory (hould produce fo 
many donations and mortifications among the papifts, and 
the faith of Chriil's mod glorious gofpel mould not do 
the like among true belivers ! Shall the proud conceit of 
merit, and the imaginary fear of purgatory, prompt men 
to do more this way, than the certain perfuafion of the 
love of God in Chrift, and the well grounded hope of e- 
ternal life through the alone merits of Jefus Chrift ? O 
what a reproach is this to our ho*y religion ! 

4//.>/y. It might be much to the glory of God, and good 
of fouls, that a great part of our teftaments and latter- 
wills mould confift of folemn charges, and exhortations 
and bleiTmgs to our children, or thofe to whom we be- 
queath any legacy ; fo as they can never open our tefta- 
ments, or look into them, but 'they might hear fomething 
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that may make impreffi jns on their fouls, for their fpiri. 
tu:d edification, a:id for quickening them to the diligent 
practice of both family and perfonal gcdlincfs. 



CHAPTER. II. 

Containing fome particular Directions to thofe wko are 
fharply affli&ed with ficknefs and long trouble. 

Direction i. jfujlify God in the greatejl ajJl'iH'ions ivh'uk 
befall you. 

THOUGH God mould condemn you, fee that yo» 
acquit him, and fay, he is righteous in all his deal- 
ings. When the church was under the heavieft ciidrefg,. 
(he finds caufe tojuftify God, Lam. i. 18, " The Lord 
is righteous, for I have rebelled againft his command, 
ment." So doth godly Neherniah, Neh. ix. 33, " How- 
beit thou art juft in all that is brought upon us ; for thoir 
haft done right, but wc have done wickedly.' 1 The fame 
doth holy David acknowledge, Pfal. cxix. 75, " 1 know 
O Lord, that thy judgments are right, and that in faith- 
fulnefs thou hail afflicted me." Now, in order to bring 
you to this agreeable frame, and to convince you of the 
equity and juiticc of God in his difpenfatious, however 
heavy and long your diftrefs be, I fhall lay before you the: 
following confideratious : 

lft. Confider the infinitely holy and righteous nature 
of that God who fmiteth thee, Pfalm cxix. 137, " Righ- 
teous art thou, O Lord, and upright are thy judgments." 
We prefume it of a righteous man, that he wdl do righ- 
teous things ; and (hall we not much more believe fo of 
a holy and righteous God ? We cannot be infallibly cer- 
tain that a righteous man will always do fo ; for a righ-- 
teous mail may leave his righteoufr.efs, becaufe the crea- 
ture is mutable : but fciod is immutably righteous ; f° 
that we may be confident of it, that the Judge of all the 
earth will do right, for it is impofiible he can do other- 
wife, Zech, iii. 5, " The juft Lord is in the midft there- 
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of, he will not do iniquity." He will not, he cannot ; 
for it is contrary to his nature. 

idly. Confider that God never brings on any affliction 
without a caufe, I Cor. xi. jo, " For this caufe many 
are fick." He hath ftil! juft ground for the heavieft af- 
fliction, from thy (ins and provocations, and may always 
fay to thee as to Ifrael Jer. ii. 17, fo, " Hail thou not 
procured'this unto thyfeif, in that thou haft forfaken the 
Lord thy God, when he led thee by the way ? Thine 
own wickednefs mall correct thee, and thy backflidings 
fhall reprove thee : know therefore, and fee, that it is an 
evil thing and bitter, that thou haft forfaken the Lord." 
There is ftill ground enough for affliction to be found in 
the beft of God's people ; and therefore it is faid, Lara, 
iii. 33, '* For he doth not afflict willingly, nor grive the 
children of men." No ; it is our fins that oblige him to 
it. As Chrift whipped the fellers of oxen and fheep, out 
of the temple with a whip (as is generally thought) made 
of their own cords ; fo God never fcourgeth us but with 
a whip made of our own (ins, Prov. v. 22, M His own 
iniquities mall take the wicked himfelf, and he fhall be 
holden with the cords of his fins." If we confider the 
mighty God as a Lord difpenfing grace, then we find he 
acts fovereignly, and according to his will and pleafure, 
Matth. xi. 26, " Even fo, Father, for fo it feemeth good 
in thy fight." But, if we confider him as a judge, dif- 
penfing judgments, he never doth it without a foregoing 
caufe on the creature's part. God's treafure of mercy 
is always full and ready to be let out to them that feek 
it ; but his treafure of wrath is empty till men fill it up 
by their fins, Rom. ii. 16, " Thou treafureft up to thy- 
feif wrath againft the day ©f wrath." We do always 
provide fuel for God's wrath before it kindle and break 
out upon us. 

%dlj. Confider farther this inftance of God's equity, 
(hat when there is a caufe given, God d©thnot presently 
take it, but continues to threaten oft, and warn long, be- 
fore he execute the fentence of his word. He fends lel- 
fer ftrokes as warnings of greater, if we repent not ; and 
he repeats his warnings many times, both by his word 
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and providence before he fmite. Yea, even when repeat- 
ed warnings are flighted, he delays a long time, and waits 
to be gracious, lfa. xxx. 18. And when man's obftinacj 
and incorrigibknefs arrive to fuch a height, that he run 
fpare no longer ; yet how loth is he to give them up to 
fevere judgments ! Hof. xi. 18, " How fhall I give thee 
up, Ephrairn ? How fhall I deliver thee, Ifrael? How 
fhall I make thee as Admah ? How fhall I fct thee as 
Zeboim ? Mine heart hi turned within me, my repenting! 
are kindled together." When the Lord hath flnni 
his arms, ready to give them up to fevere judgment 
he makes a fland, and would fain be prevented before he 
proceed to his ftrange work ; for fo he calls his acts of* 
judgment, lfa. xxviii. 2 1. Acts of mercy are co-natural, 
molt agreeable and pleafant to God, Micah rii. £8 " He 
delighteth in mercy ; but judgment is his ftrange act, and ' 
his ftrange work. 

Afthly. Confider that when at laft he fends ftrokes on 
us, they are always fhortof the caufe ; he exacts not the 
whole debt that finners owe to his juftice, as Ezra doth 
acknowledge, Ezra ix. [3, " Thou haft puniflied us lefj- 
than our iniquities deferve." The ftroke he is there 
fpeaking of, was a moll heavy judgment ; fearful ruin and 
defolation came upon Jerufalem, and the whole land of 
Judah ; the city and temple were burnt to aflies, the peo- 
ple carried captives to a ftrange land, and treated as bond 
flaves among the heathens : Yet, faith the holy man, 
" Thou haft puniflied us lefs than our iniquities deferve." 
q. d. It is true we have been carried to Babylon, but in 
juftice we might have been fent to hell : our houfes were 
burnt, but our bodies might have been burnt too : We 
have been drinking water, but we might have been drink- 
ing blood : We have had grievous burdens on earth, but 
we might have been groaning in hell : We were banifhed 
from the temple, but we might have been eternally ba- 
nifhed from God's prefence. We think it a great favour 
among men, when any punifhmeut is mitigated, when the 
fentence of death is changed into banifhment, or when 
banifhment is turned into a fine, or a great fine is made 
fmalkr : And will you think that God deals fevercly cr 
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rigoroufly with you, when he lays you on a fick-bed, 
when he might have juftly laid you in hell, and poured 
out all his wrath upon you there ? You but tafte of the 
brim of the cup, when God might caufe you to drink of 
the bottom and dregs thereof. 

Have you not caufe then to acknowledge God's juf- 
tice, nay, even his mercy too, in his dealings with you, 
however rough they feem to be ? May you not, with good 
rcafon fay, any thing lefs than hell is a mercy to fuch an 
ill-defervin«- creature as I am ? If even a hard-hearted 
Pharaoh, under diftrefs, came the length to own the juf- 
tice of God, Exod. ix. 27, "I have finned ; the Lord is 
rightous ;" mall any profefled Chriftian fall fliortof that 
' obftinate Egyptian ? 

Direction ii. Labour Jlill to be fenfible of God's hand 
under heavy ajfliflion, and beware of Jlupidity and un~ 
com.rnednrfs under it. 

IT is a fin to faint under heavy affliction, but it is a du- 
ty to feel it, Heb. xii. 5, " My fon, defpife not thou 
thechaftening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art re- 
buked of him." The Apoftle there doth cautisn againfl: 
two extremes which every chriflian under the rod mould 
be careful to avoid, I. Defpifmg or making light of af- 
fliction. 2. Sinking or defponding upon affliction. Wc 
are in great hazard of running into the one or the other. 
As to the firft, We may be faid to defpife the chaftening 
of the Lord when we do not obferve God's hand in our 
affliction, fo as to reform the things whereby he was dif- 
pleafed : Or when we refolve to abide the trial, by the 
ttrength of our own refolutions and ftout-heartednefs, 
without looking to God for fupporting grace : Or when 
we turn rtupid and infenfible under the heavy and long 
continued rod. This defpifmg and flighting the rod is 
not patience, but ftupidity; it is not chriftian magnani- 
mity, but a ftoical temper of mind, moft finful and provo- 
king to God. We fee how angry God is with finners, 
when his Itrokes are not felt, I fa. xli. 25, " He hath 
poured upon him the fury of his anger, and it hath fet 
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him on fire round about, yet he knew not ; and it hath 
burned him, yet he bid it not to heart." Jer. v. 3, 
" Thou hail ftricken them, but they have not grieved : 
thou haft confumed them, but they have rcfufed to re- 
ceive correction : they have made their faces harder than 
a rock, they have refufed to return." There is little 
hope of a fcholar minding 1ms leffon, that is regardlefs of 
whipping. It is a dreadful fign to be like Pharaoh, 
Sleeping in our fins, when God is thundering in his wrath. 
He that will fleep when his houfe is on fire, or lie itill in 
bed, as if he was not concerned, may affuredly expert to 
be confumed in its flames. As David cmiM not bear it, 
when the mefiengers, he font to the Ammonites out of 
goodwill, were affronted and defpifed; fo neither will 
God endure it, when the mefleHgers he fends to fiimeri 
are flighted ; for he that flights a meffenger, affronts his 
matter. Thofe who make light of affliction, make l : ght 
of God that fends it, and make light of fin that pro- 
cures it. 

Qufjl. But, when is it that people are fuitably concern- 
ed under a heavy rod. slnfiu. When they fee God'l 
hand, hear God's voice, anfwer his intent, are curious to 
know his mind, deilrous to do thofc things he requires, 
and reform thofe things he is difpleafed with. 

Remember, every affliction is a meffenger from God, 
and deferves a hearing from you. It comes to thee with 
fiich a meffage as Ehu did to Eglon, Judges iii 20, " I 
have an errand from God to thee, O king :" I have a 
meffage from God to thee, O chrittian, O finner. Well, 
lend an ear, and hearken with reverence and attention to 
this errand ; fay, " Speak, Lord, fur thy fervant hear* 
eth, what wouldft thou have me to do ?" Believe it, that 
God fpeaks as really to you by his rod, as by his word ; 
therefore he fays. " Hear ye the rod." God fpake a« 
truly by his ten plagues to Egypt, as he did by his ten 
precepts to Ifrael. And if the calm voice of the word 
were more regarded, we fhould hear lefs of the rough 
voice of the rod. As Gideon took briers and thorns of 
the vvildernefs, and with them taught the men of Succoth, 
who would not be taught by fairer means, Judges viii. 
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16. fo God takes 1 the fliarp prickles of fore affliction?, 
to teach you his flatutes, when yon will not be taught 
fcy foftcr methods. Beware then of grieving God's «Sp»i- 
Tit, by turning ftupid and infenfible under fharp or long 
continued trials : But, the more pain* God is at with 
yoii by his rod, hearken the more carefully to his voice ; 
-bour to make the greater proficiency in the fchool 
T of affliction, where he thinks fit to continue yoa; that 
fo you may inherit that bleffing, Pfal. xciv. 12. " BlefT- 
ed is the man whom thou chaueneft, O Lord, and tcach- 
eA him out of thy lav/." 

Direction in. Beware of mtfconjfruSlng Gtd's deal- 
t towards you, and ff charging him foolishly. 

WE arc apt to believe fatan'i fuggeftionj, uasler 
heavy trials, and to entertain wrong thoughts 
of God and hi$ difpenfatio.ns. Now, thefe you ought to 
guard againft. As, forinftanice, \Jl. Beware of harbour- 
ing atheiftical thoughts, as if there were no ProT-idenec, 
no wile Governor of this lower world, ro diilinc/tion be- 
twixt the good and bad; and that it is to no purpofe to 
be religious, like thofe mentioned in. Mai. iii. 14. " Ye 
have faid it is vain to ferve God ; and what profit is it, 
that we have kept his ordinances, a»d walked mournfully 
before the Lord of Hofts ?" "Yea, even the Pfalmift, when 
he begins to compare his own fnarp trials with the wick- 
ed's cafe and prosperity, is tempted to think all religion 
• is vain, and fay, Pfaim Ixxiii. 13, 14. " Verily I have- 
clcanfed my heart in vain, and wafted my hands in inno- 
cency. For all the day long hava I been plagued, and 
ckaftened every morning." But thefe are nothing but 
the hellifh fujgeftiuns of f^tan, that irreconcilable enemy 
of God, and precious fouls, agaiart which we mould 
clofely flop owr ears. 

2dly. Beware of charging God in your heart* with ri- 
gor or iajuftice in hii dealings, like these, Eztk. sviii. 
25. " Yet ye fay the way of the Loid i? not equal." 
How highly unjttft and injurioua, arc futh thought! to 
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him, who is the judge of all the earth, and cannot do but 
right ? 

$dly. Beware ©f thinking that heavy afflictions do al- 
ways fpeak wrath in God againft thee. No, fometimei 
they fpeak forth love, and God may be carrying on a 
!ove-defign thereby to thy foul, viz. to fubdue thy itrong 
lulls, and draw thee nearer unto himfelf. As for thofe 
who think that the fmarting rod and divine love cannot 
dwell together, let them read that paflage, Heb. xii. e, 
6. " And ye have forgotten the exhortation which fpeak- 
eth unto you as unto children, My fon, defpife not thou 
the chaftening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art re- 
buked of him. For whom the Lord loveth, he chaften- 
eth, and fcourgeth every foil whom he receiveth." 

A^thly. Beware of defpondingand diftruftful thoughts of 
God, under fharp afflictions. Some are ready to raze the 
foundation, quit their intereft in God, and the promifes, 
and call away their hope and confidence, faying with Gi- 
deon, Judges vi. 13, " Oh my Lord, if the Lord be with 
us, why then is all this evil befallen us?" So David was 
ready to draw a hafty conclufion, Pfalm xxxi. 22, " I 
faid in my hafte, I am cut off from before thine eyes." 
But this was the effect of unbelief; for he that belicveth 
will not make hafte. 

Direction iv. Under fore trouble and di/lnfs, labour 
to exercife ajlrong and lively faith. 

T was a noble and heroic refolution in that holy man 
Job, under his fingular trials, Job xiii. 15. Though 
he flay me, yet will I truft in him. q. d. Let my fhokei 
be never fo fore and heavy, yet I will not let go my grips 
of his word and promifes; I will not raze thefe founda-, 
tions of my hope. It was the way the Pfalmift kept 
himfelf from finking under his heavy burdens, Pial. xxviii. 
13. I had fainted unlefs I had believfd to fee the good- 
iiefs of the Lord, in the land ^f the living. Coniidcr but 
a little the noble influence that faith hath to ftrengtheH 
and lupport the foul under fore trials. 

\ft. Faith grips to the great gofpel promifc of falva. 



Afflicted Marts Companion. 5 1 

tion in and through Jefus Chrift, and fo fecures the foul's 
main intereft through eternity ; which may may make the 
foul eafy in every lot. 

idly. Faith views God in Chrift, at the helm in the 
greatefl: ftorm, and fo it endures, as feeing him ivho is invi- 
sible, Heb. xi. 27. 

$dly. Faith cafts the foul's anchor upon the Rock of 
Ages, and flays itfelf on God, and the faithful promifes ; 
whereby the foul is eafed and difburdened of its fears and 
melancholy apprehenfions, Pfal. iv. 22. Ifa. 1. ic. 

t^thly. Faith brings new ftrength and auxiliary fupplies 
of grace from heaven, when the former fupply is exhauft- 
cd and fpent; whereof David had the fweet experience, 
Pfal. xxvii. 1 3. As God doth plant and actuate grace in 
the foul, fo he is pleafed to come in with feafonable fup- 
plies and reinforcements to the weak and decayed grace* 
of his people, anfwerable to their prefent exigencies and 
preffiires — And thins he doth from time to time feed the 
believer's lamp with fre/h oil, give in more faith, more 
love, more hope, and more defires ; and thereby he gives 
power to the faint, and ftrengthens the things which re- 
main, when ready to die. 

$thly. Faith keeps the foul from finking under heavy 
trials, by bringing in former experiences of the power, 
mercy and faithfulnefs of God to the afflicted foul. Here- 
by was the Pfalmift fupported in diftrefs, Pfal. xiii. 6. 
Pfal. lxxxvii. 4. O, faith faith, remember what God 
hath done both f©r thy outward and iwner man ; he hath 
not only delivered thy body when in trouble, but he hath 
done great things for thy foul ; he hath brought thee out 
of a ftate of black nature, entered into a covenant relatioa 
with thee, and made his goodnefs pafs before thee ; he 
hath helped thee to pray, and many times hath heard thy 
prayers and thy tears. Hath he not formerly brought 
thee out of the horrible pit, and out of the miry clay, 
and put a new fong in thy mouth, and made thee refolve 
Bever to give way to fuch unbelieving doubts and fears 
again ? And how unbecoming is it for thee now to fink 
in trouble? 

dthly. Faith fupports the foul, by giving it a pleafant 
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▼iew and profpect of a happy cutgate from all trouble; 
when it ftiall be admitted to fee and dwell w ith Chrift 
hereafter. Thus was Job fupported in his grcateft dif- 
trefs, Job xix. 25, 26, 27. " For I know that my Re- 
deemer liveth; and that he fhatl ftand at the latter day 
upon the earth — Whom I fhall fee for myfelf, and mine 
eyes fhatl behold," &c. A believing m'ew of the foul's 
meeting with its Redeemer, and receiving a crown cf glo- 
ry from him at laft, is an excellent fupport to a chriflian 
Tinder the heavieft affii&ion, and fo was it to Paul, 2 Tim. 
iv. 7, 8. 

'jtb'y. Faith gives great fupport, by the encouraging 
reprefentations it makes of Chrift, and of his prcfent eon- 
cern for the belieyer while under affliction. As for in- 
stance, iji. Faith reprefents Chrift to a believer under 
trials, as fympathizing with him under his diibefs, feel- 
ing his pain, hearing his greans, bearing his burden?, and 
ready to re'iere hirn in in hij own appointed time, which 
it well becometh him to wait for. 

idly. Faith reprefents Chrift as putting in his almigh- 
ty ami under tiie believer's head, and conveying invifible 
th to fupport and hold him up, under his grcateft 
preflfures. 

$dly. Faith reprefents Chrift as pleading the afflicted 
believer's czufe with God, and anfwering all the charges 
of trie law, the < • of confidence, and accufations 

of fatan againft him. 

4_thly. Faith reprefents Chrift as (landing by the fur- 
nace as a refiner where his gold is melting, carefully over- 
feeing the trials of his people, that they may work for 
their good : and ready to bring them out tliereof, when 
they are fufficiently purified from their drofs. 

. Faith reprefents Chriil as fmiling on his people 
the croi?, whifp'ermy jKP.ce into their ear, and fay- 
in t, Well done, good and faithful fervant. 

Direction v. Labour to bear tcttb patience, ivh»tevtr 
load of trouble ike Lord appoints for you. 

I 7 E fhall, perhaps, obferve f me who are flrangersto 
V religion, contentedly enduring very pair>fu 
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and this they may do by virtue of a natural hardinefs and 
refutation which fomc are endowed with, or upon the ac- 
count of arguments furniflicd by human prudence. This 
is only patieace as a moral virtue which fame attain to. 
But it is patience as a fpiritual jjrace, or a fruit of the 
fpirit, which we muft aim at under our trials; that we 
may bear them contentedly from divine principles, to di- 
vine ends. Now this grace of patience we mult earnefdy 
beg from God, under heavy afflictions, for it i3 only he 
that muft work it in us; and therefore he is called ths 
God of patience, Rom. xv. 5. And in order to you.- 
attaining of this grace, I fnall lay before yon the follow- 
ing confiderations, which may b^ ufeful, through the 
Lora's bleiTing, for that end. 

\jl Confider the patience of our Lord Jefus Chrift, 
fufferings incxprefiibly greater than yours. When 
it pleafed the Lord to bruife Kim, and put him to grief, 
how patiently did he bear all ? according to that remark- 
able word, Ifa, liii. 7. " He was ©ppreffed, and he was 
afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; he is brought as 
a lamb to the /laughter, and as a fheep before his (hearers 
is dumb, fo he opened not his mouth." Now, Chrift 
fufFcred as an example of patience, though it was not his 
chief end ; and furely all the members of the body mould 
fluey to imitate the head in patience. Did your blefTed 
Saviour patiently endure fuch agonies and prefTures of 
wrath for you \ and will you decline to undergo fome 
fhort pains or ficknefs, in obedience to his commands ? 

idly. Confider God's fovercignty over you. Ke is the 
great potter and you arc his clay; and why may he not 
do with you as he pleafeth? If your children offend you, 
you fcourge them, and perhaps do it fometimts without 
reafon ; yet how ill do you take it, when they refufii to 
fubmit ? How will you drive and fpur your horfci under 
you, and may be fometianes unreafor.ably ? Yet they bear 
all quietly and make no refinance. Shall they take blows 
from their rr.aftcr, and will net you from your Maker, 
that has far more power over you? If any challenge you 
for cruelty to your children or beads, you take it not 
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well, becaufe you think you may do what you will 
'with your own, and no man hath a right to quarrel 
witkyou: But, hath not God a greater property in 
you, than you in your children and cattle ? And, will 
you not patiently fubmit to your wile and abfolote Sove. 
reign ? 

3<r//y. Confider thy fin as the meritorious caufe of all 
thy afflictions, however heavy they be. If thou haft 
right thoughts of thy fins, and the aggravations thereof, 
thy mind may be compofed to a patient fubmiffion to 
God's hand. If fin be heavy on thee, all thy afflictions 
will be light. Luther gives this as a reafon why he 
flighted the rage of the pope and emperer, and all hi* 
outward troubles — They are all little to me, becaufe fin 
is fo weighty on me. Hence it was that Paul complain- 
ed not at all of his fufFerings, as great as they were ; but 
he cried out much of his fins, Rom. vii. 24. " O wretch- 
ed man that I am, who fhall deliver me from the body of 
this death ? Senfe of fin doth fwallow up the fenfe of af- 
fiidion, as the ocean doth little brooks. For with whom 
fhouldft thou quarrel, but with thyfelf, when thou bring- 
eft troubles on thyfelf? This confideration fliould bring 
thee to refolve and fay with the prophet Micah vii. 9. 
*' I will bear the indignation of the Lord, becaufe I have 
finned againft him. 

^.thly. Confider, how /harp foever the pains are, you 
are called to bear, yet they fall infinitely fhort of what 
you hare juftly deferved at God's hands. It is of his in- 
cite mercy that death and everlafting deftruction have 
not been your portion long fince, and that you are not 
row roaring under the extremity of his indignation in the 
bottomlefs pit, together with the devil and his angels. 
And consequently, whatfocver falls fhort of this, is truly 
•a great mercy ; and is fo far from being ground of quar- 
reling, that the greateft fufferer on this fide hell, hath juft 
Caufe to admire God's clemency in dealing more favour- 
ably with him than he hath deferved. 

$thly. Compare thy cafe with others that have been, or 
prefently are in diftrefs. Do not fay there is none fo 
hardly 'dealt with as thou art; for thou kneweft not the 
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affliaioa of others. Confider duly the trials of that emi- 
nent faint Job, in all the circumftances thereof, and fee if 
you can fay your forrow is near fo great as his forrow was. 
Again, compare your cafe with that of the damned in 
hell, who he and fry in endlefs and ceafelefs flames, fo 
that they have no reft day nor night, but the fmok« of 
their torment afcends for ever. And think what a bleff- 
ingit is, that you are yet in a ftate of falvation, and not 
delivered over to thefe everlafting burnings, which were 
the due demerits of your fins, and to which you might 
long ago have been juftly condemned, had it not been for 
the patience and long-fuffenng of Almighty God, who 
waiteth to be gracious to guilty finners. When you con- 
fider thefe things, inftead of being diflatisfied with the 
divine difpenfations, you have caufe to blefs God, that 
matters are not worfe with you, and that you are kept 
out of hell to this day, where thoufands, no more guilty 
than you, are prefently roaring in endlefs defparation. 

Unto thefe confiderations I fhall fubjoin fome few help* 
or advices, in order to the attaining of patience under 
fore troubles. 

1. Labour to get pardon of fin and peace with God, 
fecured to thy foul, and this will enable you to bear the 
heavieft crofs with patience. Hence it was that Luther 
cried, " Smite, Lord as thou wilt, I take all in good 
part, feeing my fins are pardoned. O! pardon of fin ia 
the crowning blefiing ! therefore will I bear any thing, I 
will fwallow up quarrelling into admiring, I will welcome 
the pruning knife, feeing there is no fear of the bloody- 
axe to fell me down." 

2. Labour to fee God's hand in thy affliaion. Do 
not, like the dog, fnarl at the ftone, but look up to the 
hand that throws it And furely a view of the hand of 
a hob/ God, may ferve to calm all the boifterous waves of 
thy corruption ; fo did it with David, Pfalm xxxix. 9. 
" I was dumb, I opened not my mouth, becaufe thoii 
didft it." When he looked to the inftrnments and fe- 
cond caufes of his a/fiiaions, his heart waxed hot, and 
the fire of his inward paffion began to burn and break out j 
but when he once efpicd G»d'shand and fealto the war- 
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rant for his correction, he bccanac filcnt. and pat 
fubmitted to tbc divine will, 

3. Cet ahu»ibl#and felf-denied frame of fpiril 

you may hare low thoughts of yourfe'ves, and of all your 
attainmcats whatsoever. A proud man cannot think, of 
fubmitting to the divine will, bnt will break before he 
bow. Hence we fe« a vaft difference betwixt a proud 
Pharaoh, and an humble E!i, under the rod : The one 
fays, Who it the Lord, that I Jboulcl ol-y him ? But the 
other faith, // it the Ltrd, let him do whttt feemeth him 
rotd. 

4. Get Ictc to Jefus Chrift. Love is an enduring 
principle, I Cor. xiii. 7. It endureth all things. It makes 
the foul, like the kindly child, draw nearer to Chrift, the 
mere it is beaten. 

5. Interpret God's ways and dealings with you al- 
ways in the beft fenfe. And, lajlly, Be carneft in pray- 
er, that God may conquer your rebellious will, and fubj 
due thofe mutinous riiings of heart within you again! 
himfclf. 



Direction ti. Beware of envying wicled men, when 
you fee them in henlth and prof perity. 

, HE Pfalmift, when he was chaftened every m»rning 
and in great adverfifc'y, was liable to this evil, Pfai. 
Ixxiii. 3. I was envions at the fooliih, when I faw the 
profperity of the wicked. Corrupt nature doth ftronjly 
incline us to this fmful difpofition, efpecially in the day 
cf fore sfHi&ion ; for the fpirit that dwelleth in ui, luft- 
eth to envy, James iv. 5. But, did we rightly confider 
the ftate of wicked men, we would fee greater reafon to 
pity than envy them, in the moft profperous condition: 
Why ? The profperity of the fools mail deftroy them, 
Prov. i. 32. It makes them forget God, and turn har- 
dened and fecure in fin, which haftens their r»i«. Who 
would envy a malefaftor's going up a high ladder, and 
being mtmntcd above the reft of the people, when it is 
only for a little, aad in order to his being turned over and 
banged ? This is juft the cafe of wicked men, who are 



Affile ted Man's Companion, 57 

mounted up high in profperity ; for it i» fo, only that 
they may be cafl down deeper into detraction. Qbfewe 
that word, Pfalm xxxvii. i, 2 — Fret not thyfelf becaufe 
of evil-doers, neither be thou envious againfl thofe that 
work iniquity ; For they fhall fe-on be eut dewn like 
grafs, &c. And that word, Pfalm xcii. 7 — When the 
wicked fpring as the grafs, and when all the workers af 
inquity do flourifh, it is that they (hall be deftroyed for- 
ever. It would be a hrutifh thi^g to envy an ox his high 
and fweet pafture, when he is only thereby fitted to the 
day of (laughter. Who would have envied the beafts of 
old, the garland and ribbons with which the heathen a- 
dorned them when they went to be facrifeed \ Thofe ex- 
ternal ornaments of health, wealth, pleafurcs and prefer- 
ments, wherewith wicked men are endowed, cannot make 
their ftatc happy, nor change their natures to the better. 
Whatever appearance thefe thingi make in the eyes of the 
world, they are but like a noifome duighill covered with 
fcarlet, as vile and l«athfome in God'* fight ss erer.- — 
How quickly is the beauty of earthly things biafted ? 
The triumphing of the wicked is fhort, Job xx. 5. They 
live in pleafurcs on the earth, for a while ; but God fcts 
them in flippery places, from wher.ee they foon Aide into 
perpetual pain and anguifh. They have a fhort time of 
rairth, but they fhall have an eternity of mourning. The 
.longer their profperity is, their fins are the greater, and 
their fuffcrings will be more grievous. But, O believer, 
it is in mercy to thee, that God doth hedge up thy way 
with thorns, that thou mayefl not find thy paths ; whilft 
he turns the wicked loofe, and fufFcrs them to ftray and 
wander whither they will, to their eternal ruin. God 
takes this method with thee, to make you meet for an 
eritancc, and to prepare you for a crown of glory ; 
but he takes a contrary way with the wicked, to fit them 
For deftru&ion ; Therefore you ought not to be fretful 
under his hand, but thankful. We read of Queen Eliza- 
beth, when flic was in prifon, how fhe envied the poor 
milkmaid fhe saw palling by, atd would kave thought 
hevfeif happy to have been in her condition ; but had that 
affiicted princefs known the glorious reign of fqrty-foiw 
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years (he was foon to enter upon, (he would not have re- 
pined at the happinefs of fo mean a pevfon. But, O af- 
flicted believer, it is not a glorious reign for a fet number 
of years, that is provided for thee ; it is even a reign 
with glorious Chrift thy Redeemer, for ever and ever: 
And, haft thou any ground to be difcontented or envious \ 

Direction vii. Guard again/} repining complaints and 
difcontented murmuring* againjl the Providence of God, 
under heavy ficknefs and affliSion. 

WE fee, the murmurers and complaincrs are clafied 
with thofe that walk after their own luftf, Jndgc 
▼er. 1 6. I know, the people of God are liable to mur- 
muring and impatience alfo under affliction ; but there is 
a great difference betwixt them and the wicked. I'll 
have occafion to fpeak of believers' murmurings after- • 
wards, when I come to fpeak of their cafe in particular; 
but here I fhall handle the fin of murmnring in general, 
and as it appears mainly in the unrcgenerate, under heavy 
affliction. 

This fin of murmuring is the froth of impatience, and 
fcum of difeontent; it is firft cherimed by repining 
thoughts, and then vented by unfuitable complaints and 
expoftulations, taxing the adminiftration of Providence* 
as if God dealt too hardly with us. Our very thoughts 
are audible with God, yea, as loud in his ears, as words 
arc in ours ; but it is yet worfe, when repining thoughts 
are not crufhed, but fufFered to break out into words 
tending to the dishonour of God. 

Queft. But, it is altogether unlawful to complain of 
affliction, whatever be our cafe ? 

Anfvj. Humble complaints are not murmurings, nor 
finful in themfelves ; otherwife there weuld be no room 
for prayer, and for fpreading out our diflrefTed cafe before 
the Lord. We find God's children making complaints 
in affliction ; but then they do not complain of God, but 
to God, with a humble inquiry into the caufe and mean- 
ing of his difpenfations, and laying all the blame upon 
themfelrcs, as did Job, chap x. I. 2 — 1 will leave my 
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complaint upon myfelf ; I will fpeak in the bitterncfs of 
my foul, I will fay unto God, do not condemn me ; mew 
me wherefore thou contended with me. Thus the blefs- 
ed Son of God himfelf did, in hi« diftrefs, when he cried, 
My God, my God, why haft thou forfaken me ? But 
there we may obfei ve, he complains to God, »ot of God; 
he hath not a hard word or thought of God, but expref- 
fcth a holy confidence in G<-d, My God, my God; he 
hath two werds of faith for one word of fear, he humbly 
inquires into the caufe of the difpenfation, and deflres to 
bring up his will to God, not that God lhould bring down 
his will to him — If it be pufiible, fays he, let this cup 
paf8 ; however, glorify thy name, provide for thy own 
glory, and do with me what thou pleafeft. In this mat- 
ter our Lord doth fet himfelf as an example of patience 
to us, teaching us to beware of impatient murmuring and 
quarrelling with God's providence in our affliction ; 
which many times we are guilty of, cither when we har- 
i bour hard thoughts of God's dealings, or break forth 
into ram and unadvifed fpeeches; when we charge God 
foolifhly, and complain either of too much feverity, as 
Ezek. xviii. 2. 25. or too long delay, as Ifa. xlix. 14. 
or when our complaints are mixed with unbelief and dif- 
truft, as Pfalm lxxviii. 19. or when we complain more of 
tour punifhment than we do of our fin, and nothing will 
fatisfy us but deliverance from trouble. 

Now to deter you from thefe murmurings and com- 
plaints in trouble, I fhall lay before you the following con- 
fide rations : 

\jl. They wjjo deferve word, do commonly complaia 
and murmur moft, aHd are meft ready to think that they 
are hardly dealt with. The unthankful Ifraelites were 
ftill murmuring. Ambitious Abfalom was difcontentcd. 
Bloody Haman, in midft of all his greatnefs, cries out, 
What doth all this avail me ? But humble Jacob faith, he 
was not worthy of the leaft of all the mercies and truth 
which God had fcewed him. And holy Job bleiTes God, 
and patiently fubmits, when he took from him, as well as 
when he gave him. 

zdly. Murmuring is a fin that God takes fpecia! notice 
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of, ana looks on as an injury and affront done immediate- 
ly againft hirafelf. Numb. xiv. 27 — I have heard the 
murmurings of the children of Ifracl, which they mur- 
mur againft me. He that gives ear* to the groans of his 
own Spirit, doth alfo hear the grumblings t*f 1 hi:: r, and 
will reckon with thee for them. 

^diy. It can no wife benefit or relieve us in diftrefs. I 
may fay of Snful complaining, (as Chrift of finfu! - 
Which of you, by complaining, can add one cubit toh:s 
itature ? What cafe or relief can you get by cont< 
with God ? Nay, inftead of erfing you of your bum- 
it will make it the heavier ; as a child, the more he fin 
p-les with his parents, he is the more beaten. The Ifracl- 
ites were once within eleven days journey of Canaan; 
but by their murmurings they provoked God to lead 
them forty years march m the wiidcrnefs beforcthey could ] 
reach it. 

■'. Whatever be your diftrefs, there is no juft 
ground for complaints, whilft thou haft thy life far a -J 
prey. Remember that word of the airlifted chinch, 4 
Lam. iii. 39 — Wherefore doth a bring man complain, '«■ 
man for the punifhmcht of his fins ! A man living, a mafl^ 
upon the earth, a man out ot hell, hath no c3ufc toe- 
plain, whatever be his affliction. For, let him compare J 
his fin itid ptmifliment together, he will find there is no 
proportion : fin is a tranfgfcffion againft the infinite God; 
punifhment is but an affh&ion upon the finite creature : 
fin ftrikes at the very being of God; but putiifament on- 
ly at the comfort of the creature. So thai whatever 
your panifhment be, you hare more cauje to give thanks 
than to complain ; and to fay with Ezra, Thou haltpu- 
nifhed us Iefi than our iniquities deferre. It might have 
been a thoufand times worfe, if ftridt: jufticc had been the 
rule : It is of the Lord's mercies we arc not coniumed. 

e/i/y. When you murmur under fickr.efs, you quarrel 
with the nicffcnger of that fovereign God, who gave ;. 
your lives, and can take them again when he thmks fit ; 
and we know that mfflengera ought not to bs wak- 
ed or abufed, whatcrer be their c 1 
when they are lent upon a good defign. New, if youl 
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confider the defign of this mefTenger and his errand to 
you, inftead of fretting and quarreling at his coming, 
you ought rather to blefs God that fends fuch a fuitable 
harbinger and forerunner, to tell you that death is ap- 
proaching, and that he vouchfafes to take fo much pains 
on you, to wean you from the world, and make you will- 
ing to be gone, by long continued trouble ; when he 
might have feized you in a violent manner, and driven 
you away by main force, without ufing any means to 
obtain your confent. Have not many, who were moft 
unwilling to die, at the beginning of a ficknefs, been 
brought, by the increafe and continuance of it, to be well 
fatished to leave the world, and long to be with Chrift ? 
And was not this for their advantage? 

6tbly. Confider the great evil and finfulnefs of impa- 
tient murmurings, complaints and qarrelings under afflic- 
tion. 

\ Murmuring hath in it much unbelief and diftruft of 
God, Pfalm cvi. 24, 25 — They believed not his word, 
but murmured in their tents. They could not believe 
that the wildernefs was the way to Canaan, that God 
would provide and furnifh a table for them there, and re- 
lieve them in all their ftraits. So it is with us in trouble, 
we quarrel with God's providence, becaufe we do not 
believe his promifes ; we do not believe that this can be 
confident with love, or can work for good in the end. 

2. It hath in it unthankfulnefs. While we complain of 
one affliction, we overlook a thoufand mercies. The Is- 
raelites murmured fo for what they had not, that they 
unthankfully forgot all they had. Whereas a thankful 
perfon is fo far from fretting that God doth not give him 
every thing, that he wonders that God fhould give him 
any thing. I am lefs than the leaft of all thy mercies, 
faid Jacob ; VVe are perplexed, faid Paul, but not in de- 
fpair : we have God to go to, which is matter of praife. 
But the murmurer unthankfully overlooks all his prefent, 
and forgets all his former mercies ; and gives not God 
• thanks for any thing. Becaufe God removes his com- 
'-forts, his health, ftrength and eafe for a time ; all the 
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years he formerly enjoyed them, though molt undeferved. 
ly, are quite buried in oblivion. 

3. It implies much pride and felf-conccit. He that 
complains of" God's dealings, fecretly applauds his own 
Jefervings. Only by pride comes contention. When 
men have a conceit of themfelves, they pick quarrels with 
God's providence, being apt to think they deferve better 
treatment at his hands! : Whereas the humble foul is feu- 
fible he deferves nothing but wrath, and therefore lays 
his hand on his mouth when the Lord afflicts him. 

4 It involves men into rebellion againft God. When 
God ftnkes men for fin, murmurs fly in his lace, and 
kick again ft his ftrokes, like bullocks unaccuftomed to 
the yoke. They in fome refpe£t relemble that deiperate 
apoftate Jnlian, of whom it is written that he fhot up his 
darts againft heaven, when he was in diftrefs. They fill- 1 
fil that word, Frov. xix. 3- The fooliflmeft of man per- 1 
verteth his way, and his heart fretteth againft the Lord. J 
The repining heart boils with rage againft God a>. d hii 
difpenfations, like thefe Jews when hungry and hadly 
beftead, Ifa. viii. 2 1 — They (hall fret themfelves,and curfe 
their king and their God, and look upward 

e. It imports much impenitency and unhumblednefl 
for fin ; and that we have feen little of the intrinfic evil , 
of fin; and of our ill-deferving* for it. Can we truly 
believe that our fins deferve hell-fire, and yet impatient- 
ly repine at ficknefs, and letter ftrokes upon our bodies ? 
6. It includes much atheifm and biafphemy againft 
God, and his infinite perfections in fcvctal refpects : 

(1.) by our impatient murnaurings, we either virtual- 
ly deny that things here below ate governed by God'* 
providence ; cr elfe, 

(2.) We tax his providence with unrighteoufn 
the management thereof \ as if God did withhold from 
us what is due, or inflict on us what we have not deferr- 
ed. Oh what atheifm is this ! Shall not the Ju 
all thc-earth do right ? May he not, upon the ' 

ground, anfwer every murmur, as Matt!), xx. 13 — Friend,: 
I do thee no wrong ! 

(3.) We in effedt grafjp at the fovereignty, and 
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the throne of the mo ft high God, and would have the 
difpofal of thing;, in our hands ; yea, we prefume to fum- 
mon God to our bar to give account of his adminiftrati- 
on, when we take upon us to quarrel at any of his difpen- 
falions. Alas, we little remembered that wo is pronoun- 
ced againft fo doing, Ifa. xlv. 9 — Wo unto him that ftri- 
veth with his Maker; (hall the clay fay to him that fafh- 
ionetn it, What makeft thou ? or thy work, He hath no 
hands ? 

(4 ) We on the matter, take fin's part againft God ; 
we either juftify it, or extenuate its evil, and alledge, 
by our murmurings, that God is unrighteous to punifh 
fuch fmall fins with fuch heavy afflictions 

(5 ) We virtually queftion God's power to reach us a 
a greater blow, when we enter the fills with God, and 
contend with our Maker ; is it not in effect to fay, we 
know how to reduce him to our terms, or make our par- 
ty good againft him. 

(6.) We difparage his wifdom, and take upon us to 
bt his counfellors, as if we could inftrudt him better in 
the management of affairs, and teach him what is fit to be 
done with his creatures. Hear what the Lord faith, Job 
xi. 2 - Shall he that contendah with the Almighty, i;:- 
ftruft him : He that reproveth God, let him anfwcr it. 
Murmuring ii a reproving of God, and a charging him 
with ill conduct, faying, in effect, with Abfalom, There 
is none that takes care to order mens affairs : O that I 
■were king of the world! then fhould things be better or- 
dered than they now are. So blafphemous is the lan- 
guage of our impatient murmurings. Let us therefore 
be afhamed of them, and abhor ourfelves in dull and allies 
for our foolifhnefs in cenfuring the actions of the only 
'wife God. Shall a poor ignorant paffenger that under- 
stands not the ufe of the compafb, be angry that the fkil- 
ful pilot will not fleer the veffel according to his pleafurc? 

(7.) We hereby flight and undervalue the riches of 
divine goodnefs, of which we have formerly fliared, and 
do ilill partake : Like foolifh and pettifh children, if they 
•annot have their will, or get fome things they want} do 
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prefently throw away the things which they have, fay- 
ing with unthankful Haman, All this availeth me nothing. 
Lajlly, I might add, This fin hath fome refemblance 
to hell itfelf ; for there the damned do continually vex 
and torment themfelves with their fretting and impatient 
thoughts, which caufe them to break out in fearful rage 
and blafphemy againft God. 

Que/}. But how fhall we prevent fuch difcontented 
murmurings ? for fometimes trouble is fo great, we can* 
not bear it patiently. 

Anf<-j}. God hath given you reafon, to bear rule over 
pafiion, and furnished you with flrong arguments to pre» 
vail againft difcontents. Why then fhould you be fo bru* 
tifli as to dethrone reafon, and fuffer fenfe and pafiion to 
govern in you? Are you not chriftians, and fworn to 
live according to the rules of that excellent religion?] 
Why then do you aft fo contrary to your profeffion and 
engagaments ? 

lefides what T have already fa>d, I fhall add fome few 
remedies more, ft r the cure of this murmuring diftempcr. 

ill. Look on thy murmuriugs as worfe than all thy 
pains and troubles whatfoever ; thofe are but affliction! ; 
from God, but thefe are fins grievous and provoking un- 
to God. 

idly. Remember the judgments which murmuring 
hath brought down from heaven upon finners. Miriam 
was fmitten with leprofy for it ; Dathan and Abiram 
were fwallowed up alive; fiery ferpents, plagues, and ex- 
clufion from Canaan, were Ifrael's judgments for this fin, 
I Cor. x. ic — Neither murmur ye, as fome of them mur- 
mured, and were dtftroyed of the dtitroyer. The ar- 
rows which murmurers fhoot againft heaven, do foou re* 
turn upon their own heads. 

%dly. Whatever thy fufferings are for the prefent, yet 
ftill believe thy cafe might be worie. The troubles that 
light upon the body are nothing fo terrible as thofe that 
light on the foul, Prov. xviii. i J— A wounded fpirit who 
can bear? They are nothing to what thy innocent Savi- 
our fuffcred upon the crofs, yea nothing to what fome 
martyrs have endured for the truths of the gofpel. 
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tfthly. Get very low thoughts of yourfelf, and a deep 
fenfe of ill-defervings for fin. O ! fhould a fire-brand of 
hell murmur for temporal afflictions ?/ 

$lhly. Be ftill examining thyfelf, rather than cenfuring 
G"d, Doth God feem to ncgle^ thee, fay alas ! it is 
mod juft ! Have not I neglected him,, and given a deaf 
ear to his calls many a day ? 

6thly. Bear in mind that thefe troubles will not laft, 
there is a great change near ; either they will ifTue in life 
or death. If life, you will be afhamed you had no more 
patience when fick ; if death, then if you belong to 
Chrilt, it will give a finifhing ftroke to all troubles and 
complaints, and heaven will make amends for all. But if 
you be not in Chrift, whatever your affliction* be now, 
troubles a thoufahd times wori'e are abiding you in ano- 
ther world ; death will turn thy croffes into pure unmix- 
ed curfes ; and then, how gladly wouldeft thou return to' 
thy former afflidted Mate, and purchafe it at any rate, 
were there any poffibility of fuch a return ? You now fly 
out in a paffion, and fay, you are not able to bear what 
you complain of: But confider, if you will not obedient- 
ly bear God's reds now, you will then bear more, whe- 
ther you will or not ; and God will make you able to 
bear more, when there will never be any hopes of relief. 

fthly. Study to give vent to thy forrows in a way of 
prayer and praife. An oven (topped is the more hot 
within ; but the breath of prayer or praife gives eafe. If 
we did complain more to God, we fhould complain lefs 
of God. What a mercy is it that you have ftill God to 
go to ? improve the privilege, confefs unworthinefs, and 
beg the grace of patience and fubmiffion out of Chrift's 
full treafures, Be alfo praifmg God for mercies receiv- 
ed ; and however bad thy cafe is, blefs God it it is not ifl 
hell, you are in the land of hope. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Containing fpecul Directions to the Children of God", 
when under Sioknefs or any other affliction. 

.Direction i. Let believers efpcelally guard again/} fault- 
ing or defponding under God's afflicting band. 

THIS is an exhortation which God in a peculiar rriarf. 
ner directs unto his children, Heb. xii. 5— My foir, 
defpife not thou the chaftening-of the Lord, nor 
when thou art rebuked of him. There are two extremes 
mentioned, defpifing and fainting. I fpoke of the firft 
before, in Chap. II. Direct. II. It is a duty to feel our 
affliction, but a fin to faint under in it. God's people ! 
may be faint under their trials, when they fink or de- 
fpond, or give way to fretting or repining under them. ( 
In the preceding Direction, I fpoke of the evil of mur- < 
muring in general , here I fhall fpeak of the believer/ 
faintings in particular. 

I. I fhall inquire whence their fainting under affliction, i 
doth proceed. 

II. Bring fome arguments and helps againfl this evil. 
I. As to the firft, Whence thefe faintings inbel; 

do proceed. \Jl. They proceed from the grievoufnefs 
of their affliction, and the heavinefs of their burden, which 
is ready to amaze and ftagger their thoughts, and fink 
their fpirits with fear and defpondency. Hence did the 
Pfalmift complain, Pfal. Ix. 3 — Thou haft fhewed thy , 
people hard things: thou haft made us to drink the wine 
of aftonifnment. And Pfalm lxix. 2 — 1 fink in deep 
mire, where there is no ftanding ; I am come into deep 
waters, where the floods overflow me. 

2dly. From the fmallnefs of their fpiritual ftrength, 
and particularly the weaknefs of their faith, Prov. xxiv. 
10 — If thou faint in the day of adverfity, thy ftrength is 
fmall. Whence was it that Peter fainted and began to 
fink in the waters, but from the weaknefs of his faith ? ! 
Matth. xiv. 30, 31. We know not our ftrength, till it 
fee tried. Sometimes we have fuch a conceit of it, tfiat-f 
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nk, l ; ke Peter, we car. walk upon ajea of trouble ; 
but in a little, behold, forae furpnfing Wait aflauttsour 
confidence, and then we faint, or cry^iit with him, Help, 
2-ord, or elfe we perifli. Pc;^r Lccketicd only upon the 
fea, but he did not think of the boiflerous wind ; and he 
lucked to dangers, more than t-d the power that was t» 
carry him through them. 

ylly. From their in patience of delay, when detiveVttiC'e 
is loBg a coming, it is not tafy to wait God's I'eifure, and 
to keep the heart from defptrate ctmclufions, Pialm xxxi. 
22 — 1 faid in my haftef 1 am cut off from before thine 
eyes. 

j^thly. From the po«rer of fatan's temptations and furi- 
ous affaults. When fatan is fet loofe in time of affliction 
to throw in his fiery chirts, the believer is ready to faint, 
and fay, as Pfalm Ixxvh. 8 — Is his mercy clean gone for 
ever, &c. 

$lhly. For their wearifome conflicts with a body of 
death and an ill heart. Thefc in time of affliction do add 
affliction to the afflicted. 

tthly. From long and great deferticas. When God 
hides his face from the believer in affliction, his foul faints 
under it, as in I fa. xliv. 14 — Zion hath faid, the Lord 
hath forfaken me, my God hath forgotten me.' 

^jthly. From the confeioufnefs of their guilt, and ill de- 
fervings before God, upon the account of old fins, abufe 
of mercies, and untender walking before God. Afflicti- 
on doth revive old fins,. as with job, Job xiii. 26 — Thort 
writeft bitter things againft me, and makell me to poffefs 
the fins of my youth. His old fins, and guilt of his 
youthful follies now revived upon him, and fat clofe to 
his confidence, which occafioned his fainting under his 
burden. 

Lnjlly. Great afflictions do frequently cloud the be* 
liever's graces and evidences for heaven, and difcover their 
corruptions; whereby they are made to fink under their 
trial. They fee more unbelief, impatience, diftruft and 
enmity to God in them, thaa they faw before : Whereby 
they are fometimes tempted to raze the foundation, and 
lay all their former attainments were but tklufioH8 r a§4 
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their profeifions but hypocrify. Thtle things make af. 
flifti.Mis fometjmes verj heavy and linking to die people 
of God. 

II. In the next p!iac£, for preventing and helping tliis 
evil of fainting iiinlcrsraicliiu-,!,, let believers confid 

\jl. Theft heavy trKrts, are all needful for you. Deep 
waters are not more needful lo carry a fhip into the ha- 
ven, than great affliction-, are to carry the vefifcls of our 
fouls into the pqit of blifs. Strong wind and thunder are 
frightful, but they are necefTary.to purge the air. One 
of the fharpeft calamities that cvjr befel Ifrael, was the 
Babylonifh captivity, yet even tliis was in mercy to tbemj 
for the Lord faith, Jer. xxiv. 5— J have lent them out of 
this plac«, into the land of the Qfi lldeans for their good. 
Strange! Of freemen, to be rnr.de prifonera, and that in 
a ftrange land among the heathen ; to be removed far 
from their own houfes, vineyards, friends, nay, ar.d from 
the temple of God and his ordinances; and yet all this 
for their g.,od ! why ? they were hereby effe dually wean- 
cd and broke off from their darling fin of idolatry. 

2d!y. Confider, that your affliction, however heavy it 
be, will foon have an end; Ifa. lvii. 16 — For I will not 
contend for ever, neither will 1 be always wroth ; for the j 
fpirit fhould fail before me, and the fouls which 1 
made. The goldfmith will not let his gold lie any 1 
in the furnace than it is purified. The wic! 
fea of wrath to drink : but, O drooping believer, take 
comfort ; you have but a cup e>f affliction, which will 
foon be exhaufted. The time is near when all thy trials 
fhall have an end : la-heaven there is no crofs, no com- 
plaint, no tears nor forrows for ever. 

idly. Faint not, O child of God; for thefe affiiaions 
are all the hell which thou fflalt have; thoa haft nothing 
to fear hereafter. Judas had two hells ; one in time, by 
terror in his confeience, another after this life, which en- 
dures to eternity: but all the hell a believer hath, is but 
this light affliftion, which is but for a moment. 

^thly. Defpondiag or murmuring in affliction, is evil 
in any, but in none is it fo bad as in the children of God. 
It doth very ill become their covenants, their privileges^ 
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their hopes. Have they refigned and given up themfelvei 
and all they have to God, by a lolemn covenant, and will 
th 7 fret when he difpofeth of them \ Didft thou not fay, 
O believer, in ihe day when thy heart was flung with fin, 
and the terrors of God made thee afraid, O let me have 
Jcfus Chrifl for my Saviour and portion, and I will be 
content, though I fhould be ftricken with boils like Job, 
or beg my bread with Lazarus I Now, God tries thee, if 
thou wilt Hand to thy word: O beware of retracting. 
Hath not that foul enough, who hath an all-fufficient 
God for his portion ? If God be thine in covenant, that 
comprehends all things. 

, $ih!y. It doth difoompofe and unfit the foul for any 
duty. It is ill-failing in a ftorm, fo it is ill-praying when 
the heart is in a ftorm of difquiet and defpondency. 

6tkly. Your fainting under affliction, and carrying as 
if the confolations of God were fmall, is enough to Hum- 
ble others at religion, and make them call the truth of it 
in queftion. When they fee thofe that piofefs religion, 
and have oft declared that their rejoicing is in Chrift Je- 
fus as their portion, begin to fink and deipond under out- 
ward affliction, O may they not be tempted to fay, Where 
is the truth of religion ? Where are thofe divine fupports 
and confolations which we have often heard of? 

Lajlly- O then feek to get faith revived, and flrength-r 
i ened, and refolve with Job to truft in God, though he 
fhould flay you. This would be of noble ufe to keep the 
heart from finking under preffures of affliction, as the 
Pfalmilt found it to his fweet experience Pfalm xxvii. 
13 — I had fainted ualefs I had believed to fee the good- 
neis of the Lord in the land of the living. 

III. I come to anfwer fome objections or excufes of 
fainting believers, which they do commonly alledge as 
the ground of their difcouragement^in their afflictions. 

Ohjeft. I. " O (faichone) my afflictions are not ordi- 
nary : they are fore preffures I lie under, and of various 
[kiuds too." 

Anf<w. 1. O believer, God hath taken the ordering of 

[your lot in his own hand, and he knows what is fittefl 

for you. Should a man be left to carve out his own por- 
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tion, it would foon appear he would be hi own grcMeft 
enemy. We would all be for the dainties < r pleafur* 
and profperity, which would not be for our foul's health ; 
as children think green fruit the bed ditt, becaufe they 
pleafe their tafte; but their parents are vrifer to keep them 
from them. 

2dly. God may fee tint you hare many and flrong 
lufts to be fubdued, and that you need many and fore af- 
flictions to bring you down. Yoor pride and obftinacy 
of heart may be ftrorig, your diftempers deeply rooted, 
and therefore the phyfic muft be proportioned to them ; 
as with the Ifraelites, Pfahn cvii. 11, 12 — Becaufe they 
rebelled againft the words of God, and 
the counfels of the Moft High : therefore he b. 
down their heart with labour. O believer, your 
and Father, that hath the mixing of your cup a'ld potj . 
tion, is a wife and fkilful phyfician, who knows your coifl 
ftitution and your need, I Pet. i. 6 — If need be you are 
in heavinefs through manifold temptations. And as he 
knows your need, fo''he imderftands your ftrcrgth, 1 Cor. 
X. 13 — Faithful is he, that will not fuffer you to bt 
tempted above what you are able. 

%dly. God fends r*great and fore troubles, that you 
may have the more experience of God's wifdom and mer- 
cy in your fupport and deliverance, Pfalm lxxii. 20 — 
Thou which had (hewed me great at id fore troubles, 
fhall quicken and bring me up again from the depths of 
the earth. 

ObjeS. II. " But (faith another) my affliction is Angu- 
lar ; there was never any in my condition." 

Anfw. \Jl. It is vety ordinary for every man in j'reat 
diiirefs, to reckon hs cafe Angular, becaufe he feels 
beft what is neareft himfelf, but is a ftranger to what hit 
neighbour feels. 

idly. This fuggeftion is one of fatan's devices, that he 
may tempt a chid of God to queftion his Father's love; 
but he is a liar and net to be credited in what he faith: 
For other's of your brethren have bacn afflicted in the 
iame kind and degree, if not worfe, 1 Peter, v. 9 — KnoW\ 

• 
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ing that the fame afflictions are accomplifhed in your bre- 
thren that arc in the world. 

y\ly. Whatever your cafe be, you muft own your fnf- 
fermgs are not fo great as your fins, The trials of God's 
people in Babylon were Angular; yet Ezra own?, Ezra 
i\'. 13 — Thou haft puniihed uslefs than our iniquities de« 
fervc. If our provoked Judge (hall in his clemency lend 
us to Babylon iuftead of hell, we have no caufe to com- 
plain. 

tyhly. But, O child of God, however thou complain* 
eft of the lingularity of afflictions now, all fuch complaints 
will be taken out of thy mouth ere long, and that time is 
hen thou fhait be made to wonder at the wil'dom of 
in guiding fo many fon3 and daughters to glory, 
through fuch a variety of trials, esercifee, afflictions, and 
temptations, and made to fay as thoie in Mark vii. 37 — . 
He hath done all things well. 

0bje9. ill. " But, faith one, my affliction is long con- 
tinued, and I fee no out-gate ; and how can I but faint 
und. r it I" 

Anf<w. \Jl. It is not fo long as your fins deferve ; for 
in juftice it might be for ever, tt might be, the worm that 
n< 1 th and the fire that is never quuiched. 

ur fufferings on earth are not fo long as your 
i in heaven, R<m. viii. 18 — For I reckon that the 
fuffciiugs of the prefect time, are not worthy to be com- 
pared with the glory which fhall be revealed in us. 

%dly. No length or continuance of affliction here fhouldi 

hinder a believ< r's comfort, if we take a view of our head 

and patter Jefus Ch.ift. How long did his afflictions 

continue ! No < rid was put to them, till he cried with a 

> ce, and gave up the ghoft. Though he was the 

if God, yet from the hour of his birth to the moment 

of his death, from his manger to hps crofs, his afflictions 

full i icreafed and he ended his day's in the midft of them. 

Now, Chriil is the head of the church, and your great re- 

i ■native, O believers', into a conformity with whom 

e prcdeftinated : be content then to be like your 

1 and pattern, to have no taie or reft from afflictions, 

till you lie down in the grave , it is " there the 
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ceafe from troubling, and there the vreary be at reft," 
Job iii. i->. 

: qjMy. Remember that your afrli&ions are a part of 
Chi iit':, crofs, which your loving Redeemer hath contri- 
vrci for your good, and hath appointed you to take up 
and bear with him. Now love to Chrift mould keep you 
from wearying to bear off a part of Chrift's crols, especi- 
ally when he himfelf bears the heavieft end of it, nay, 
bears you and your crofs both. It is iaid of Jacob, 
Gen. xxix. 20, that he ferved feven years for Rachel, 
and they feemed to him but a few days, for the love he 
had to her. And, (hall we not endure a few years afflic- 
tion for our Lord Jefus Chrift, who lived a life of for- 
rows, and died a curled death for our fakes? Had we 
more love to Chrift, his crofs would not be fo tedious 
.to us. 

$thly. Should it not be good news to thee, that there 
is a deliverance for thee at death from all thy troubles, 
and that this time is hailening and very near ? Be not 
anxious for an outgate here in time, for that favours too 
much of unbelief and love to the world. Doth it not 
feetn to fay, that you would be better content to be turn- 
ed back again to the. ilormy tumultuous fea of tins world, 
than to be fafely latroed at your rell above \ That you 
would be gladder of a few temporal mercies on earth, than 
to enter upon your eternal inheritance with Chrift ? 

0bje3- IV. " No wonder (faith one) that I faint un- 
der my affliction, for I want thefe confolations and fup- 
ports which God ufeth to referve for ?ffl icfted faints." 

Anf<w. \Jl. If God^be prefently chailening you for 
your fins, you muft be content to feel the bitternels of 
fin, before you can tafte of the fweetnefs of God's confo- 
lations. 

idly. Can you fayTthat your afflictions have duly hum- 
jled you, and fitted*' you for comfort ? Have the y yet 
brought you to a wiliingnefs to quit and renounce all yoaJ 
beloved iins, and even to part with all your earthly en- 
joyments and comforts at God's call, and be content with 
God in Chrift alone for your happinefs and portion ? If J 
this be not done, your afflictions have not had their due 
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effect, to prepare you for comfort, and till then you can- 
not expect it. You are in the hands of a wife andfkilful 
phyfician, who will not toohaftily heal and bind up your 
fores, fo as to let them fpoil and fefter at the bottom 

idly. Though you have no fenfible confolations from 
God in your prefcnt trials, yet you muft ftill labour to 
keep in the way of duty, and live by faith on his promi- 
fes. Believe firmly that God is good to them that love 
him, and that there is forgivenefs with him to the peni- 
tent finner. And if all ftars withdraw their light whilft 
you are in God's way, then affure yourfelf the fun is near 
the arifing. 

Object. V. " But my affliction is fuch, that it difables 
me from duty, and makes me ufelefs and unprofitab]| ; 
and this makes me faint under my burden." 

Anf<w. \Jl. God fends afflictions never to unfit, but to 
quicken you for the performance of duty ; to make you 
repent more thoroughly, pray more fervently, flee to 
Chrift more earneftly, and mind heaven more intenfely. 

idly. If it be your duty to others that your affliction 
incapacitates you for, then remember, if God in his pro- 
vidence difable you for that, it is no longer a duty incum- 
bent on you, and you muft not grudge if God take you 
off, and put others in your room. God is a free and fo- 
vereign agent, and will be tied to no mean or inftrument 
wvhatfomever for carrying on his work. 

Direction ii. Let all the children of God be exemplary 
in patience and fubmifflon, tq God, under their afflic- 
tion. 

TREATED of patience, and gave fome motives and 
helps to it, to all afflicted perfons in general, Chap. 
II.- Direct. V. But here I fhall bring fome fpecial argu- 
ment to Chriftian patience and fubmiffion proper for be- 
lievers. You that God hath done fo much for beyoml 
others, ought to fhine in this grace of patience, and be 
examples to others for it, when God chaftensyou, though 
with very fore affliction. _ 

i/?. Study patience under affliction : for it is the core- 
G 
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mon path and beaten road to heaven, that all the faints 
have trod, who hare gone thither before you. Behold 
the print of the foot-fteps of all the cloud of witneflei 
in this road ; and would ye be Angular, and choofe a way 
of your own ? When God folemnly renewed his covenant 
with Abraham, and he had prepared the facrifice, where- 
by it was to be ratified and confirmed, God made a fmo- 
king furnace to pafs betwixt the pieces of the facrifice, 
Gen. xv. 17. to let him know that there wa6 a furnace 
of affliction attending the covenant of grace and peace, 
and all that entered thereto. Godha3 appointed that all 
the ftone9 of this fpiritual and heavenly building fhall be 
hewed and polifhed by affliction here ; and we are not 
to think that God's ordinary way will be changed for us. 
We muft not think to walk on rofes, when io many wor- 
thies have marched through briars and thorns to heaven. 
2dly. Confider, that the greateft afflictions you meet 
with are confident with the love of God, nay, fpring from 
his love to you. Every fanftified rod is a gift and roy- 
al donation fent by the hand of God to you, Phil. i. 29 — 
To you it is given, in behalf of Chrift, not only to believe 
on him, but alfo to fuffer for his fake. Now furely, if 
wc looked on the crofs as a gift, an honour, an advantage, 
and bleffino - , we would bear it patiently, Pfalm xciv. J2, 
Blefied is the man whom thou chafteneft, O Lord. 
believer, thy temporal crofs comes from the fame love 
that thy eternal crown comes from, according to Rev. 
iii. 19, 21. Men will not take pains to correal ftubborn 
fervants, but will turn them out of doors ; but love con- 
strains them to chaftife their fons. God out of hatred 
lets many a finner go unpunifhed in this world : for, why 
fhould he prune or drefs the tree which he intends for the 
lire ; the malefaftor efcapes fcourging that is condemned 
to the gallows, Job xxi. 3 — The wicked is referved to 
the day of deftru&ion ; they (hall be brought forth to the 
day of wrath. But it is far otherwife with the children 
of God. That is a itrange word which Job hath, Job 
vii. 17, 18 — What is man that thou fhouldeft magnify 
him ; and that thou moulded fet thine heart upon him: 
And that thou ftreul - :m every morning, and tiff 
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Lira every moment? Now, if we compare this place with 
others in the context, we will fee how he acknowledged 
that the mod overwhelming diftrefs proceeds from the 
love and care of God, yea, from his fixing his heart on 
him, to magnify him, and do him good ; and that for 
this end he doth chatten him every morning, and try him 
every moment ; and that with fuch afflictions as for the 
prefent are fo far from being joyous, as that they give 
the foul no reft, but even make the man weary of his 
life ; as he exprefteth what effects his affliction had on 
himfelf, Yea, it may be obferved in the Providence of 
God from the foundation of the -^vorld, that thofe who 
have had moll affii&ions have had moil grace, and the 
moil eminent tePcimonies of acceptance with God. Jefus 
Chrift the Son of God, had the moft afflictions of any ; 
and yet the Father always loved him, and was well pleaf- 
ed with him. 

$dly. Confider t^c bright examples of patience which 
God fets before you in his word. Befides that of his 
dear fon, the Lord Jefus Chrift, of which I fpoke before ; 
confider the patience of Job, when be was ftript of all 
earthly comforts, and laid under the greateft afflictions, 
vet he calmly falls down and worfhips God, Job i. 21. 
and faid — Naked came I out of my mother's womb, a;>d 
naked fflall I return : The Lord gave, and the Lord hath 
taken away, blelTed be the name of the Lord. In all 
this Job finned not, nor charged God loolifllly. Confi- 
der the patience of David, when he was driven from his 
throne, from his houfe, and from God's fan&uary, and 
all this by his own fon : yet hco#Uibmiffive is he to God ? 
2 Sam. xv. 26 — Behold, her«wn I, let him do to me as 
feemeth good to him. And when Shimei curfed him, 
and threw ftones at him, he patiently bore it, and would 
fuffer no harm to be done him for it, faying, as in 2 Sam. 
X vi % 1 1 — Let him alone, and let him cur fe, for the Lord 
hath bidden him. Confider the patience of holy Eli, 
when, though he heard fuch news as like a fuddea clap 
of thunder made the ears of fuch as heard it, to tingle, 
and their hearts to tremble, yet he calmly and quietly 
fubmittedto it, 1 Sam. iii. 18— It is the Lord, let him 
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do what feemeth him good. He doth not fly in God'j 
face in a paffion, but falls down at his feet in a humble 
fubmffilon. Obferve alfo the wonderful patience of Aa- 
ron, when God affli&ed him very fore he is filent and fub. 
miffive under the Lord's hand, Lev. x. 3 — And Aaron 
held his peace. If we confider the greatnefs of the pu- 
nifliment, we will fee the more caufe to commend the 
greatnefs of his patience. I. Aaron loft his children ; 
not his eftate or worldly fubftance, but his children, 
thefe are a part of a man's bowels ; other earthly loffes 
are not comparable to this ; therefore it was that fatan, 
that cunning enemy, «referved the lofs of Job's children 
to the laft onfet, as his great mafter-piece and fharpeft 
attack. How fadly did Rachel lament and weep for her 
children! Matth. ii. 18 — Aaroi» held his peace. 2. 
Aaron loft his two fons at once. How pathetically did 
David bewail the lofs of one fon, 2 fcam. xviii. 33 — O my 
fon Abfalom, my fon, my fon, Secret Aaron loft both 
his fons together, and faith not one word ; He held his 
peace. Aaron loft them by a fudden death, of which 
he had no warning r Sicknefs ufitally prepares men for 
the ftroke that is coming by cftflih ; but Aaron met with 
a furprifing blow, yet he held his peace. 4. Aaron's fons 
were not taken away by an ordinary ftroke of God's 
hand, but by an extraordinary fupernaturalrod; for it is 
faid — There went put fire from the Lord, and devoured 
them, and they died before the Lord, Lev. x. 2. He loft 
them in fuch a manner as might fpeak forth God's anger; 
now, a religious fatrifciJiad rather loofe all his children in 
the favour of God, thaV one child in his anger ; yet, 
whatever were the bittewwgredients of this cup, Aaron 
was not impatient againft God that mixed it for him, but 
held his peace, becaufe God did it. 

\thly. To engage you to patience under yonr trials, do 
but compare your cafe with that of others. Do not fay 
there is none afflicted as you are ; for there are many far 
deeper plunged in the waters of Mara than you arc ; fome 
are ftill upon the rack and fpend theii whole days and 
years in continual fighting and ftruggling ; as in Pfalm 
xxxi. ic — My life is fpent with grief and my years with 
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fighing. Have you fore dillrefs in your bodies ? others 
have grievous wounds in their fouls. Do you bear the 
wrath of man ? others bear the wrath of God. You have 
but one fingle trial, others have many twilled together. 
Some are ftript of all comforts, you have comfort ftill re- 
maining. You may have had many fad things in your 
trial, but you have not ground as yet to complain as the 
Pfalmifl doth, Pfalm ytlii. 7 — All thy waves and thy 
billows are gone ovei^me. Take a view of what the 
Son of God, what the apoftles, and what the martyrs and 
other worthies have endured. They had trial of cruel 
mockings, fcourgings^ bonds and imptifonments : They 
wandered in defarts, in mountains, and in dens and caves 
of the earth, being deftitute, afflicted, tormented. They 
were tempted, they HFere crucified, ftoned to death, fawn 
afunder, flain with the fword, &c. And yet how well 
did they take with lAe crofs ? faith Paul — We glory in 
tribulation, Rom. v/2. And what faith James ? James 
i. 2 — My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into di- 
vers temptations. A| if he had faid, Rejoice aye more 
and more, that you arteffli&ed : God is magnifying you, 
he is vifiting you, doing>^pu good, taking the more pains 
on you, and fitting you for glory. 

$thly. The confideration of God's former mercies and 
kindneffes to you, fhould engage you to patience in trou- 
ble, and make you blufh to take any thing ill out of 
God's hand. Thus Job taught his impatient wife, Job 
ii. 1 o — What ? fhall we receive good at the hand of God, 
and mail we not receive evil I Q believer, let not thy 
affiictioiis caufe thee to bury thy mercies in oblivion. — 
Has not Gud brought thee %)m fatan's family, and put 
you among his children ; and will you forget to underva- 
lue that hour ? Hath he (truck off thy fetters, taken off 
thy prifon-garments, and fet you at liberty ; and will you 
be unthankful ? Hath he given thee Chrift for thy trea- 
fure and portion, and entitled you to his unfearchable 
riches ; and will you be difcontented ? hath he given you 
the graces of his fpirit, which are more precious than ru- 
bies ; and will you quarrel when lie fmites in fome out- 
ward things ? hath he made you an heir of glory, and pro- 
G % 
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vided eternal man lions above for you"; and will you he 
fretful for want of fome trifles here ? The view Mofes 
had o f the recompence of reward in heaven, caufed him 
tochoofe to fuffer affliction patiently with the people of 
God. 

6tk/y. The time of affliction is ufually God's gracious 
trying feafon with his people in the time of their rareft 
comforts and fweeteft foretaftes qf heaven, according to 2 
Cor. i. 5. Paul and Silas did nfcver ling more joyfully 
than when they were laid in the 'inner prifon, with their 
backs torn with fcouYges, and their feet fail in the flocks, 
Acts xvi. 24. And when wa6 lljthat Jacob faw the an- 
gels, of God afcending and defcending upon the ladder 
that reached betwixt heaven and earth, but at the time 
when he was in a deftitute cafe, ftfcced to he in the open 
field, having no canopy but the heaVens,and no pillow but 
a ftoae ? When was it that the thtee children faw Chris 
in the likenefs of the Son of ManA walking with them, 
but when they were in the furnace', and when it was hot- 
ter than ordinary ? When wasifihat Ezekiel hnd a vifi'- 
on of God, but when fitting foliptry by the river Chebar 
in the land of his captivity ? When was it that John got 
a glorious vifion of Chrilt, but when he was an exile in 
the ifle of Patmos ? And, when was it that Stephen faw 
the heavens opened, and Chrift Handing at the right hand 
of God pleading for him, but when they were floning and 
bruifing him to death ? So that the mod remarkable ex- 
periences of God's kindnefs, that believers get in thw 
world, have been tracodto the time of affliction : the con- 
federation whereof /houla.mov<» every chriftian to wait on 
the Lord, and bear his ctifc with patience. 

•jthly. When you are helped to ehriftian patience and 
fubmiffion under God's hand, it doth contribute much to 
the credit of religion, and to the conviction of the world, 
that there is a certain reality in the truths of the gofpel, 
and a great efficacy in the grace of God, which btar3 
you up, and carries you through, beyond the ftrcngth of 
nature. 

Laftly. O believer., tear up with patienee under the 
crofs, for thou hall not long to bear it. God's wrath oa 
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the church abideth but for a moment, yea,'a little moment, 
Ifa. xxvi. 20 — Come, my people, enter thou into thy 
chambers, and (hut thy doors about thee, hide thyfelf as 
it werefor a little moment, until the indignation be over- 
paft. Swrely a moment, a little moment, which is the 
fmallc't part of time, will fqon be over ; and wilt thou not 
have patieiice for a morrjfnt ? The Pfalmift fupported 
himfelf with this confirmation, Pfalm ciii 9 — He will 
not always chide, neitljr will he keep his anger for ever. 
The time of indignatif n will foon be overpaft and the 
time of confolation wills fucceed. O believer, the end of 
all thy trials is near, stink on it, and look for it. Is it 
bodily paio or ficknefs that is thy affliction ? then confider 
the end of it will be either life or death ; if death, then 
what thou fuifereft h the Iafl brunt, bear it patiently. 
Thefe enemies you ncW fee, you will fee them again no 
more. In the manfiojis above there is no pain nor crying ; 
the inhabitants there fhall never fay they are fick ; and 
one hour with them will make thee forget a'l thy momen- 
tary afflictions. If thi iiTue fhall b# life, you will be 
aihamed, when well, that you had no more patience 
whilft fick. 

I mail clofe this direction with the words of the apof- 
tle James, James v. 10 — Take, my brethren, the pro- 
phets, who have fpoken in the name of the Lord, for an 
example of fuifering affliction, and of patience. Behold 
we count thern happy which endure. Ye have heard of 
the patience of Job, and have feen the end of the Lord, 
that the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy. 

€ 

Direction in. Let believers be much employed in the 
praifes of God, tuhiie they are under aJjliSiion, byjick- 
nefs or otheriuife. 

AS we mould blefs the Lord at all times, and keep up 
good thoughts of God on every occafion, fo efpei- 
ally in the time ef affliction. Hence we are commanded 
to glorify the Lord in the fires, Ifa. xxiv. 15. And this 
the three children did in the hotteft furnace. So Job 
bleffed God when he had taken aw.ay his greateft com- 
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forts, Job i. 2 i . And this is agreeable to that command, 
1 Theff. v. 18 — In every thing give thanks. I grant is* 
deed we cannot give thanks for affliction, as afflicton, but 
either as it is the means of fome good to us, or as the 
gracious hand of God is fomc way remarkable therein to- 
wards us. In this refpect there is no condition on this 
fide of hell, but we have caafc; to praife God in, even in 
the greateft calamities. Hendto|jt was that David, when 
he fpeaks of his affliction, PfaltAcxix. 67, adds present- 
ly — Thou art good and doll nod. And he declares, 
rer. 65 — Thou hail dealt well with thy fervant, O Lord, 
according unto thy word. Hen#e Paul and Silas ptaifed 
God when they were fcourged and imp;ifoned. 

Well then, O believer, obey the command of thy God, 
and imitate his worthies, by pratiing God under thy af- 
fliction. 1. This practice would* be very pleafant and 
acceptable to God ; for as mufic{s fweeteft on the wa- 
ters, fo praife is mod agreeable to God from an afflicted 
foul on the waters of trouble. It is a fign of a noble and 
generous fpirk, to ring the praifes of God's goodnefs, 
while his hand is afflicting us. . TJiftrefs and danger will 
make the wickedell to pray ; but it is a principle of love 
and gratitude that makes the foul to praife. 2. It would 
bring credit to religion, to fee faints thankful and praif- 
ijig God under the crofs ; it would make people fay, 
furely they find fweetnefs in God and his ways, that we 
fee not ; they have meat to eat that the world knows not 
of. And this would invite ftrangers to come and try a 
religious life. The joyful praifes of the martyrs at the 
flakes, and in the flames, made people go home with love 
to religion in their heart* 3. If the iffue of your af- 
fliction (hould be death, this employment of praife would 
be a fweet preparative to fit and difpefe you for the work 
of heaven. Ule yourfelf much to this heavenly life, and 
be oft trying to fing the fong of Mofes and the Lamb in 
time of ficknels and trouble ; and this would fweeten 
the thoughts of death, and make you incline to be there, 
where praife is their conftant work. 

Que]}. What fhould. be the fubjeft of a believer's 
thankigiving and praife under affliction ? 



Affcktcd Man^s Companion. 81 

Anf<w. He hath manifold grounds of praife: as — \J1. 
Upon the account of God's mereies to him through the 
by-paft part of his life. His mercies to thee, O believer, 
cannot be numbered ; compare thy mercies with thy 
crofles, and thou wilt foon fee thy receivings are far 
"greater than thy fufferings. Thou haft had many day3 
of plenty for one day of fcarcity, many days of liberty 
for one day of ftraits, many days of health for one day of 
ficknefs. And are not thefe to be remembered with 
praife ? 

zdly. And more particularly, in thy greateft affliction, 
thou haft ground to praife God, O believer, thou waft 
born in a land of light, where thou hadft the means of 
conversion to God, and acquaintance with Jefus Chrift ; 
and efpecially, that God of his free. grace made thefe 
means effectual to work a faving change on you, when 
others were paffed by. Is not this matter of praife, that 
he opened your eyes, humbled your foul, and renewed 
your heart ? that he gave you Chrift, forgave your fins, 
and adopted you into his family, and made you an heir 
of heaven ? Oh ! what a fad cafe would it be, if you were 
yet in your fins, and in the bondage of Satan ; if you had 
converfion Avork to begin to, if you had your faith and 
juftification and intereft in Chrift all to feek, and all your 
preparations for heaven to make : if you had all this to 
do with a fick and pained body, and a difordered mind 
that cannot command one fettled thought with the ter- 
rible view of death and eternity before your eyes. This 
is the cafe that God in juftice might have left you to. — . 
Well then, ought you not to puaife God, that fent his 
Holy Spirit in time to determine your heart to clofe with 
Chrift, and be reconciled to that God you are fhortly to 
appear before ; and that thefe fins, which now would 
have been your terror are all forgiven and wafhed away, 
through the blood of Jefus Chrift. 

3<//y. Is it not matter of praife in thy greateft trouble, 
that thou haft a great High Prieft, that is paffed into the 
heavens, to provide a manfion with the Father for thee, 
and to receive thy foul when feparated from the body ? 
that, where he is, there you may be alfo ! 
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^ihly. You have caufe to blefs God, that he fends fucli 
fuitable harbingers, as ficknefs and trouble, to tell you 
that death is approaching, and that he mould take fuch 
pains on you to wean y»u from the world, and make you 
willing to be gone. Many of God's people that have 
been averfe to dying at the beginning of a ficknefs, by 
the increafc and continuance of it, have been brought to 
be well fa-tisfied to depart that they may be with Chrift. 
$tbly. You have ground to blefs God for timing your 
affli&ions fo well, that he fent them not till he fawyou 
ftood in need of them ; he faw a need for them, as I 
Peter, i. 6. and he would not let you want what wa» 
needful. 

6thly. You ought to praife God, that he mitigates 
your trials, and proportions your burden for your back f 
that when he takes a rod to you, he hath not made it a ( 
fcorpion; that when he deprived you of one comfort and < 
enjoyment, he did not (trip you of all, and leave you , 
wholly comfortlefs; that when you fnffer in one thing, \ 
he hath not made you to fuffer in every thing, in foul, ' 
body, eftate, relations, and all together ; that initead of 
afflicting you for a few days, he hath not made your ' 
whole life a fcene of mifery and affliction. Blefs God that ] 
he puniiheth you left, unfpeakably lefs, than your iniqui- 
ties deferve ; that your fick bed is not in hell, your fever 
is not everlafting burnings, your pain is not the gnawing 
of the worm that never dieth. 

jthly. You have caufe to praife God, that your a" ic- 
tion is not fo great as that of fome others, and even of 
fome that were very dear to Cud, and had not grieved 
him fo much as you have done. Remember the trials 
that fome have endured, of " whom the world was not 
worthy," which I mentioned before as recorded Hcb. xi. 
Yours arc nothing to theirs, nothing to Job's, that emi- 
nent fervant of God. Obfervc the difference with thankf« 
giving and praife. 

i tb/y. You have reafon to blefs God for the ftrength 
and fupport he hath given you under affliction. Yo» 
would foon .link and fuccumb under a fmaU burden, if he 
did not fupport you by his grace ; but, when he bears 
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you up, the heavieft trial fliall not fink you. Have you 
not met with fume afflictions, you have thought, at a dif- 
tance you would never have been able to bear up under 
them ? yet, when they have come, you have found them 
light and portable, by reafon of the ftrength God hath 
beftowed on you. 

gthly. You have ground of thankfgiving that the mer- 
cies and bleffings which God hath continued with you, 
are far greater than thofe he hath taken from you; for 
though he hath taken this and that temporal blefiing 
from you, yet he hath not taken Chrift from you, nor 
his holy Spirit from you ; he hath not feparated you from 
his Ice, nor cut you off from all hopes of heaven. How- 
ever great your trials be, yet ft ill there is a mixture of 
mercy in your lot, which fhould be matter of praife. 

Lajlly. You have caufe, O believer, to blefe God, that 
all the afflictions he brings on you are in love, and for 
your profit. All his ways are mercy and truth to you. 
If he fmile, it is in mercy ; and if he fmite, it is in mer- 
cy. God may change his difpenfations, but his heart 
is ftill towards them, and the cords wherewith he fcourg- 
eth them, are cords of love. Their profit is the great 
thing he aims at, in all their chaftifements, Heb. xii. 10. 
He defigns thereby to reclaim them from their wander- 
. ings, cut off provisions for their lufts, make them pan' ami. 
long for a better ftate, and caufe them to mend their 
pace toward it. Hence David faith— It is good for me 
that I was afllifted : For before I was afflicted, I went 
aftray, but now I have learned to keep thy word, Pfalm 
cxix. 67, 71. From all which it appears you have ma- 
nifold grounds of praife, even in the time of affli&ion. 

Direction iv. Let the children of God, when vifited 
with JicLnefst Jet about aclual preparation for death 
and eternity. 

EVERY believer hath his main work done, and is al- 
ways in a gracious ftate, by reafon of his union with 
Jefus Chi'ift, his reconciliation with God, through the 
.merit of his blood, and the uaiverfal change that is 
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wrought in him by regenerating and fanftifying grace; 
upon which account every child of God hath habitual 
preparation for meeting with death. Yet becaufe fre- 
quently, when ficknefs cometh, there are many tilings out 
of order with them, that make death frightful and unde- 
iirable, they mlift fet about actual preparation for death, 
and feek to have their fouls made ready for the bride- 
groom's coming. And here I fhall fhew wherein this ac- 
tual readinefs of believers doth confift, which lhould be 
their proper work and exercife in time of ficknefs, efpe- 
cially when ficknefs is lingering, and doth not deftroy the 
life of reafon. But beware of thinking that this mould 
be delayed till ficknefs come : No, no, the time of health 
is the main working feafon, and all mould be then by-hand 
as - far as poffible. But, feeing even the beft generally 
find much to do at the very laft, I mall give the follow- 
ing advices for your aftual preparation. 

\Jl. Seeing ficknefs is a mean appointed of God for 
his people's good, and particularly for fitting them lor a 
better world ; labour earneftly to reap the benefit of fick- 
nefs, feek God's bleffing upon it, that thereby you may 
be helped to difcover more of the evil of fin, that you may 
hate and abhor it the more, and that you may fee the 
more effectually the vanity and vexation of the world, and 

get your rffSrt loofed from all the things of time, and 
rought to a willingnefs to be diffolved, that you may be 
with Chrift. 

idly. Seeing the time of ficknefs and death is the time 
of your greateft need, beg earneftly of God, for your Re- 
deemer's fake, fuch fpecial affiftance, influences and ope- 
rations of his holy fpirit, as he knows needful for you in 
your prefent low and weak condition, in order to carry on 
and complete your actual readinefs for meeting with him- 
felf at death, and entering into the invifible world, and 
being fixed unalterably in your everlafting ftate. 

3 idly. Renew the exercife of repentance, and of faith 
in the blood of Chrift, for removing all grounds of quarrel 
and controverfy betwixt God and your foul. And in 
order thereto, review your paft life, and look into your 
heart alfo, and fearch out every predominaat fin and idoj 
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of jealoufy ; for if there be any iniquity regarded in your 
heart, and unrepented of by you, it may occafion no 
little anguifh andbittentfs of lpirit in a dying hour. Well, 
when thou haft discovered fin, humbly confefs and- 
bewail it before the Lord, and afk forgivnefs for it thro* 
the blood of Jefus Chrift the Son of God, which cleans- 
eth from all fin. Yea, make confeffion of all thy fins, and 
particularly reflect upon the fountain and fpring of them, 
-viz. thy original fin. Know the plague of thine own 
heart, and mourn over it, mourn forthe lofs and mis-fpend- 
ing of much precious time. Mourn for the unprofitable- 
nefs of thy life. Now when the axis laid to the root of 
the tree by ficknefs, it is high time to mourn for your 
unfruitfulnefs under the means of grace and waterings 
of the holy Spirit. Mourn for your finning againft fach 
light and love as have been many days displayed to you 
in the glorious gofpel. And, in a fpecial manner, mourn 
■ for your fins of omiffion, which commonly are but little 
minded by us. Thus mourn for all thy fins, till thou 
doll water thy couch with tears. It is moft fuitable that 
death fliould find every man, even every child of God, in 
the exercife of mourning and repentance: for they that 
thus fow in tears fhall eternally reap in joy. But. lee that 
your tears run much in the gofpel channel, and flow from 
the believing views of a crucified Chrift, whom you have 
pierced by your fins. And in the midft of your mourn- 
ing, be ftill aiming to take faith's grips of the clefts of 
this rock, for flickering thy foul from the guilt of by pall 
fins ; fay, "Lord Jefus, I have no refuge but thy wounds, 
no fountain but thy blood, no covert but thy righteouf- 
nefs. And feeing thou freely makeft offer of thy merits 
for my protection and inviteft even the chief of finnerst© 
come unto thee, faying, Look unto tne, andle yefaved ; 
Lord, I embrace the offer, and flee to thee to cover me.'' 
O believer do this, not once or twice, but do it a hundred 
times over : do it as long as thou haft breath to draw in 
the world. Be ftill breathing to the very laft, after a 
ci ucified Jefus for relief againft the guilt of fin, which 
thou art always contracting ; and wilt be till the earthly 
houfe of this tabernacle be diffblved* 

H 
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4-th/y, In order to your aftual readinefs to go forth I* 
meet the bridegroom, when coming to you by death, you 
mull do as the wife virgins, Matth. xxv. 7. " Arife 
and trim your lamps." As it is not enough to hare a 
fair lamp of a profelfion, fo it is not luificient to have only 
the oil of grace in the lamp; nay, or to have it burning 
in fome degree. There is more rcquifite at this time, 
that the foul may be aftually ready ; the lamp mull be 
trimmed, which imports, ijl A fuppiying it with more oil; 
you muft feek to have your grace increafed, to have new 
degrees, new llrength, and new fupplies of grace given 
you from God, to fit you for the lait conflict with your 
fpiritual enemies, and efpecially the laft enemy death. 
idly It imports a ftirring up of the oil, and railing the 
wick fome higher: So there mult hi an exhortation of 
grace, which may be in a low declining condition: you 
inuft endeavour to ilir and raife it up to a more lively ex- 
«rcife,and more elevated a&s. Stir up the gift that is in thee: 
make the oil burn clear and fhine bright. Bring faith, love, 
repentauce and holy defires, to a lively exercife. ?dly, 
This trimming imports the cleanfing of the lamp, by 
taking away the dead afhes that hinder the light, or pre- 
vent its burning fo clearly as otherwife it would. So you 
muft labour to take away the dead allies of corruption, 
-that hinder the fhining of grace : remove all unbelief, 
earthlinefs, deadnefs, felf, and formality, and whatever elfe 
doth fupprefs the exercife of faith, love, and heavenly 
mindednefs: let all thefe dead afhes be fnufled away by 
repentance and mortification. As you ought to ftrive 
carneflly againft all thefe heart-evils in time of health, fo 
now labour to give them a dead itroke when death's har- 
binger gives you a fummons. 

$l!j!y, Be diligent in gathering and fumming up all your 
evidences for heaven and eternal life, that fo you may not 
venture into the dark valley at an uncertainty. The com-* 
fort of dying will much depend on the clearrtefs of your 
evidences; it is therefore your wifdom to examine them 
carefully, and fee if you can fay, " I know in whom I have 
believed; I have confented with my foul to the method of 
falvation laid down in the covenant of grace. I am defiroos 
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that the glory of it fnould be eternally afcribed to the 
free grace of God, and the creature be wholly abafed in 
his fight. I have chofen God for my portion, and Chrift 
for my only Saviour: and the happinefs which I aim at is, 
to enjoy God in Chrift f«r ever. And, in order thereto, - 
I depend on the holy Spirit to apply the redemption 
which Jefus Chrift hath purchafed to me, and to fanclify 
me perfectly. There is no fin but what I hate and defire 
to part with. I would rather have more holinefs, than to 
have health and all the pleafures in the world. I earneft- 
ly defire the flouriftiing of Chrift's kingdom, and prefer 
Jerufalem to my chiefeft joy." If this your evidences, be 
clear, you may cheerfully take death by the cold hand, 
and welcome its grim meflengers and long to be gone that 
you may be with Chrift. You may fay as Pfalm xxiii. 4. 
*' When I walk through the valley of the ftiadow of 
death, I will fear no evil, for thou art with me." You may 
go off the ftage with the Pfalmift's words in your mouth, 
Pfalm xxxi 5. " Into thine hand I commit my fpirit, 
for thou haft redeemed me, O Lord God of truth." 

Cthly, Labour earneftly to overcome the love of life: 
and fears of death, fo as to be content to part with all 
things here at God's call. O believer, what is there in 
this earth to tempt thee to hang back, when God calls 
thee to depart ? While you are here, you may lay your 
account with many loffes, croffes, difappointments, 
griefs, and calamities of all forts. Friends will fail you, 
enemies will hate you, lufts will moleft ycu, Satan will 
tempt you, and the world will deceive you. Death is 
the way that the deareft of God's iaints, and all the 
cloud of witneffes have gone before you; yea, the Lord 
Jefus your head hath trod this path and hath taken the 
fting out of death, and hath paved a way through its 
dark valley that his people may fafely follow him. Hath 
•' the Captain of your falvation gone before you, and will 
any of his foldiers (brink to follow him? Art thou con- 
tent to remain always at the fame diftance from him, 
and to enjoy no more of his prefence than now you have? 
are you fntisfied to live for ever with no more knowledge 
of God, no more love to Chrift, no more holiness or hea- 
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venly-mindednef*, than at prefent you have? Do ycu 
not groan under your remaining ignorance, deadntfs, 
wanderings, pride, paflion, unbelief, felfifhnefs, world, 
linefs, and other fins and lulls that here befet you? And 
are you not defirous to go to the place where you will 
be eternally free of them all, and where you fhall never 
complain of a dull, dead, and fenfelefs frame of heart, 
or of any heart-wearinefs or wandering in duty any more? 
For the heart mall then be as a fixed pillar in the temple 
of God, and fhall go no more out: the eternal adoration' 
and praifes of God fhall be the foul's delight and element 
forever. By fuch confederations ftrive to conquer the 
fears of death and defires of life, which are often great 
elogs to the people of God in their preparations for flit- 
ting. 

*]thly, Be oft meditating upon the heavenly glory/ 
which fhortly all believers will fee and enjoy. Be much 
in the contemplation of the glorious company above; be- 
hold Chrift upon his glorious throne, at the right hand 
of God and Abraham, David, Peter, Paul and all the 
reft of the faithful ones, with their crowns of righteouf- 
ness, triumphing about their Redeemer. Think, O be- 
liever, how happy will that day be, when thou (halt 
meet with thy father, and brethren, and thou (halt fee 
thy elder brother on the throne, ready to pafs fentence 
in thy favour. What melody will that fentence found in 
thine ears, Come ye biffed of my Father, &e. What frame 
wilt thou be in, when he fcta the crown of glory on thy 
head! O eternally five love ! wilt thou cry, " O Sa- 
viour, thou didft wear a crown of thorns, that I might 
wear a crown of glory ; thou didft groan on the croft 
that I might now fing. Wonderful free love, that chu- 
scd me, when thoufands were palled by; that faved me 
from ruin, when my companions in fin muft burn in hell 
for ever." Think how ravifhing it will be to meet with 
your godly acquaintances in heaven, with whom you 
prayed, praifed, and converfed here? Will you not then 
cry out, "O my brethren what a change is here! this 
»lorious place is not like the poor dwellings we had on 
earth; this body, this foul, this ftate, this place, our 
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clothes, our company, our language, our thoughts, are 
far unlike thofe we had then? The bad hearts, the body 
of death, the corruptions and temptations we then com- 
plained of, are all now gone. We have no more fears 
of death or hell, no more ufe for repentance or prayer, 
faith or hope; thefe are now fwallowed up in immediate 
vifion, eternal love, joy and praife." And for thy help, 
O believer, in meditating on thefe things, read fome part 
of the book of Revelations, or caufe them to be read to 
you; and fuppofe with yourfelf you had been a compan- 
ion with John in the Ifle of Patmos, and had got fuch a 
view of the glorious Majefly, the bright thrones, the 
heavenly hoRs, and flunin^ fplendour which he faw; the 
faints in their white robes, with crowns on their heads 
and palms in their hands, and heard them finging the 
fong of Mofes and the Lamb, and trumpeting forth their 
eternal hallelujahs; what a heavenly rapture wouldft thou 
have been in? Well then, O believer, thou fhalt fhortly 
have clearer and fweeter fights than all thofe which John 
or any of the faints ever faw here upon earth. Surely 
that heavenly glory is a fubject worthy of thy thoughts, 
and moll fuitable for thee to meditate on in time of iick- 
nefs, and when in the view of death. 

%thly y It would be alfo very fuitable at this time, in 
order to your actual readinefs for death, to be frequently 
looking out and longing for Chrift's coming. As Abra- 
ham flood in his tent door, ready to go forth to meet 
the angels that were fent unto him, fo mould the believ- 
er keep himfelf in a waiting pofture at this time. He 
mould be like the loving wife, that longs and looks for 
the coming of her abfent hufband, according to his let- 
ters to her. By this time (thinks fhe) he will be at fuch 
a place, and againil fuch a time he will be at another 
place, and foin a few days I will fee him. In the char- 
acter of believers, they are fuch as love his appearing, 2 
Tim. iv. 8. Theydefire his coming, Cant. viii. 14. Make 
hafle, my beloved: even fo eome, Lord Jefus, com: quick- 
ly. Believers Ihould look upon themfelves as pilgrims 
here, wandering in a wildernefs, abfent from home, and 
at a diilance from their father's hcufe ; and in time of pf- 
H 2 
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fli&ron it is very proper for them to be crying as David 
doth, Pfal. Iv, 6. " O that I had wings like a dove ! for 
then would I fly away, and be at reft ; 1 would haften 
my efcape from the windy tvmpeft." " O when fhall 
the time of my pilgrimage, and the days of my banifh- 
ment be finifhed, that I may get home to my country and 
and friends above ! Oh! my Lord is gone, my Saviour 
hath left the eaith, and entered into his glory ! my f:ienc!s 
and brethren are gone to their blefled reft, where they 
fee God's face, and fing his praife for ever: and, how can 
I be willing to ftay behind, when they are gone ? Mult I 
be finning here, when they are ferving God above? Muft 
I be groaning and fighing, when they are triumphing and 
dividing the fpoil? Surely 1 will look after them, aid 
cry, O Lord, how long ? when fhall I be with my Savi- 
our and my God ? 

Direct, v. Let believers in time of Jicknefs endeavour all 
they can to glorify God, and edify thofe that arc about them, 
by their fpeech and behaviour. 

IF ever a child of God be a&ive to promote the honor 
and glory of God, it ftiould be in time of licknefs, 
and when death may be approaching. And there is 
good reafon for it ; for \Ji, This may be the laft oppor- 
tunity that ever thou fhalt have to do any thing for God, 
and therefore thou fhouldft ftudy to improve it to theut- 
moft. Heaven, to which thou art going, is the place 
where thou (halt receive thy reward; but thoucanft have 
no accefs there to advance God's glory, by commending 
God and Chrift, and religion to finners, or weak believen. 
Upon this account, many of God's children have been 
content to fufpend their hearenly happinefs for a while, 
and to ftay upon the earth for fome longer time. I have 
read of a certain martyr, when going to fuifer, who expreff- 
ed fome forrow that he was going thither, where he 
ftiould do his God no more fervice, to wit, in the fenfe 
above explained. And of another, that faith, " If it 
■were poffible there could be place for any grief in heaven, 
it would arife from the Chriftian's conJidering, that he 
did fo little for God while he was upon the earth," Now 
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is the working feafon, O believer, be bufy while it lads, 
according to the example of thy blefied Saviour, John 
ix. 4. "I mud work the work of him that fent me, while 
it is day ; for the night cometh wherein no man can work." 
This confederation mould make thee beftir thyfelf with 
tlie greateft activity, like Samfon before his death, who, 
when he could have no more opportunity to ferve God 

I his church, he cried to God, and faid, Judges xvi. 2&, 
u O Lord God, remember me I pray thee, and ftrcngth- 
tn me this once." And, then, he bowed himfelf with all 
his might, to pull down the pillars of Dragon's temple, 
being willing to facrifice his life to the ruin thereof. 

2cJly, The holy fpeech and carriage of dying believers, 
may, through the bleffing of God, make deep impreffion 
upon the hearts of unregenerate men that are witnefTcs to 
them. Thefe who have derided the people of God for 
the drictnefs of their lives, and defpifed their counfels 
and reproofs, as proceeding from humour or precifenefs , 
yet have begun to notice their words and actions, when 
they have feen them oq fick-beds, and on th? borders of 
eternity, and to have other thoughts of religion and holi- 
riefs than formerly they had. Now they think the man 
19 in good earned, and fpeaketh the thoughts of his heart ; 
and, if ever he can be believJd, it mud be now. It is moil 
convincing to carnal perfons, to fee believers bearing up 
with patience in their ficknefs; to hear them fpeaking 
good of God, commending his ways, and rejoicing in God 
as their portion, in midd of all their fharped pains; to 
fee them behaving as thofe that are going to dwell with 
Chrid, fmiling and praifing God, when friends are fighing 
and weeping about them- This inclines them to think, 
furely there mud be a reality in religion, there is a vifible 
difference betwixt the death of the righteous and of the 
wicked. Hence a wicked Baalam wiftied to die the death 
ef the righteous, and to have his lad end like his. It left 
a conviction upon that young man's confeience, who faid 
to his loofe companion, after they had vifited godly Am- 
brofe on his death-bed, and faw how cheerful he was, 
and triumphing over approaching death. M O that I 
might live with thee, and die with Arobrofe!" Nay, fuch 
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fights might draw them not only to defire to die the death 
of the righteous, but alfo to refolvc to live their lives. 
If carnal men faw believers going off the ftage with fuch 
confidence and joy, as becomes thefe that are entering 
into eternal reft with Chrift, and thefe that are going 
out of a howling wildernefs to a glorious Canaan; it 
might be a powerful invitation to them to go and feek 
after the fame felicity. 

3^/y, This likewife would be very edifying and con- 
firming to all that fear God. How much would in con- 
tribute to tilablifh them in the practice of holinefs, and 
to quicken them in their diligence in ferving ar.d glorify- 
ing God in the days of their health, to hear a dying be- 
liever fay, " Of all the time which I have ever lived, I 
have no comfort now in reflecting upon one hour, but 
what I fpent in the fervice of God. Were I to begin 
my life, I would redeem time more carefully than ever. 
One hour in communion with God, is far fwecter than 
many years fpent in worldly pleafnres. Come here, then, 
all ye that fear God, and I will tell you what he hath 
done for my foul. O tafte and fee that God is good?" 

qtbly, Confider the examples of God's children in for- 
mer ages, how ufeful and edifying their words have been, 
at fuch a time, to all round about them. But this head 
I intend to infill fully upon afterwards. 

§>uej}. But how fhall I behave fo as I may glorify 
God and edify others, when I am fick or dying? I would 
have fome particular directions for it. 

Anf<w. i/?, You may do this by your patience under 
pain, and fubmiffim to God's will, with refpeft to the 
event, whether life or death. It is ftumbling to others, 
to fee believers fretful in trouble, and unwilling to leave 
the world, when God calls them. But it is moll con- 
vincing and confirming to fee them frankly refigning 
themfelves to God's difpofal, faying, " Let God him- 
felf choofe for me: he is wife, and knoweth btfl what i* 
needful and moft proper for me: I have no will but 
God's will." For any man to defire to live when God 
calls him to die, or to defire to die wken God calls him to 
live, is equally a $%i\ of cowardice : for he that defircs to 
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Jive, i» afraid to look death in the face; and he that de- 
fires to die, would flee from fome calamity, and take fhcl- 
ter in death. But he is the moft valiant man that can die 
willingly when God would have him die, and live as will- 
ingly when God would have him live ; this is true chris- 
tian valonr. 

tdly, By pious exhortations and warnings to thefe that 
ate about you. It may be the laft occafion you may 
have of glorifying God in this way. O do not loofe the 
fcafon which may be ufcfully improven to the good of 
fouls. For thus a believer may bring more honour to 
God, and more advantages to precious fouls by his fick- 
riefs and death, than ever he did by all his health and life 
in the world; for their fpeeches have more weight with 
people at fuch a time than any other. Hence the Patri- 
archs, knowing the prevalency of fuch words, d© urge 
Jofeph with Jaceb's dying charge, Gen. i. 16, 17, "And 
they fent a meffenger unto Jofeph, faying, Thy father 
did command before he died, faying, So (hall ye fay unto 
■ Jofeph, Forgive, I pray thee now, the trefpafs of thy 
brethren,"&c. And as we ought to be ready to give good 
counfel to all when we lie on fick beds, fo efpecially we 
fhould be concerned for children and near relations, they 
are more affected than others with our fickness, and fo 
'» will they be with our fayings ; our admonitions may do 
them good when we are rotting in the dull. 

£>ueft. What ought to be the subjeft of eur difcourf- 
es and exhortations to others at fuch a time ? 

An/to. 1 It, It is very proper to be much irt commend- 
ing the matter you have ferved, and the excellency of his 
fervice, to thofe that are about you. "WH them of the 
equity and goodnefs of thefe Jaws which you have obey- 
ed, and of the bounty and faithfulnefs of that Lord 
whom you have worfhipped, loved, and praifed ; and of 
the great nefs and eternity of that reward you are going 
to pofKfs. Let the children of God extol their father, 
and his care of them, and kindnefs to them. Let the 
raniomed of the Lord magnify their Redeemer, and his 
wonderful love and fufferings for them. Tell others what 
Iweelnefs and fatisfaction you have found in your own 
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experience in attending God's ordinances, and in Cent 
duties; what comfort you have found in Chrift, and 
promifes of his covenant. And thus let your lad breath 
be fpent in exalting and commending Chrift and religion 
ba others. 

2 dly, Be warning others of the vanity of the wr,rld f 
and of all its wealth and pleafures. Tell them that thi-y 
may fee by your cafe, that thefe things which people 
are bewitched with in the day of their health, can fig. 
nify nothing to a a fick or dying man ; they cannot eafe ' 
us in our pains, they can afford no peace to a troi 
foul, they cannot lengthen our lives one hour, and far 
lefs can they fave from the wrath of an angry God. " Oh," I 
may you fay, " what a miferable cafe had I been in at I 
this time, if I had no better portion than this world, and 
nothing elfe to look to but its riches and pleafurea ! 
Wherefore, Sirs, fet not your hearts upon it, but for- j 
fake it before you are forfaken by it, and make choice of 1 
that which will be fwpporting to you in the evil day." 

3<J/y, Be warning them of the evil of fin, and what mif- ] 
chief and deceitfulnefi, you have found in it. Tell them, j 
that though the devil and the flefh would tempt you to ' 
look upon fin as a harmlefs thing, yet the pleafurc will 
foon be gone, and a fharp fting will be left behind. Sin | 
will appear no light matter, when the foul is going hence I 
into the awful prefence of a holy God. You would girl 
a thoufand worlds then for Chrift, and the blood of atone- j 
ment to anfwer for your fins. 

<\tb!y, Tell them of the great difference betwixt the 
godly and wicked man's choice. The godly man d 
the better parlMiat cannot be taken from him ; he lay! ' 
up his treafure in heaven where none can reach it, f 
it yields him rich fupplies when ficknefs and death 
upon him. But O how foolifh is the wicked man's cl 
that for a moment's flcfhly pleafurc, doth loofe his im- 
mortal foul, and cverlalling happinefs! \\ am them to 
mind the one thing needful in time, and not to pamper 
their bodies for the worms, but to fct themfclves prefeiU- 
ly to clofe with the offers of Chrift, and make line an 
intereft in his righteouinefs to •ever them in theevi 
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p&ly, Be telling them of the evil of floth and negli- 
gence in the work of their falvation : and be exhorting 
them to mind it, and do it with all their might. For 
however fome may cenfure and deride God's people now 
, for their ftrictnefs, diligence, and zeal in the matters c? 
religion; yet when they come to die, they will be ready 
to wifh that they had been more diligent in falvation 
work; that they had loved God, fled to Chrift, and had 
fought and ferved him with all their hearts and fouls: and 
to cry, "O for a little more time! O if God would re- 
cover and try us o.ice more with health, how diligent 
would we be !" And tell them that thefe who have been 
► jnoft fcrious and painful in falvation work, yet when they 
come to die, do much lament their floth and negligence: 
yea, thefe that have been mofl reproached by the world 
for their diligence and fervency, do often wifh at that 
time, " O that we had been a thoufand times more dil- 
igent and laborious in God's fervice!" 

6t/jly, Labour to perfuade others of the preciousnefs of 

, time, the wifdom of improving the time of youth, and 

of health; and the great folly of delaying repentance, 

and putting it olf to a fickbed, faying to them, "I now 

find by experience, that a time of Gcknefs is a mofl unfit 

.feafon to do any thing to purpofe for the foul ; my mind 

B fo diverted and indispofed for fpiritual work by fick- 

'• nefs and pain, that I cannot attain to any fuitable com- 

pofure for it. And how miferable were I, if I had all 

, my work to begin at this time ! O take warning, and 

improve precious time, and efpecially the day of the gof- 

pel, the time of the fpirit's ftrivings, and the time of 

youth, which is the mod ufual feafon oflhe converfion 

of fouls, and of bringing finners into acquaintance with 

Jefus Chrift. 

Direct, vt. Let God's children , when Jlck and dying, he 
exprejp.ng a great concern for the advancements of the king- 
dom of Chrtfi, and of true religion in the rifing generation. 

ZEAL and public fpiritednefs for Chrift's intereft is 
very becoming his people in all the periods of their 
■life, but more efpecially at this time. When Chrift is 
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ready to take you to his kingdom in heaven, O be not 
unmindful of his kingdom on earth. It would be accept, 
able to God, and pleafmg in the fight of men, to fee you 
exprefling a warm concern for the rifing age, and for pro. 
moting the welfare of the fouls of your children, and 
others that furvive you : and feeing you can be no longer 
ufeful to tliefe you leave behind, by your counfels, exam- 
ples, or prayers, as formerly ; do your utmoft for them 
now. And this concern the children of God in time of 
ficknefs may evidence fevcral ways. 

ijl, By earned prayers to God, both for the profperity 
of his church, and the flourifhing of religion in general, 
and alfo for your children and relations in particular, that 
they may be a holy feed, and a generation to ferve God, 
and mew forth his praise in the world, when you arc gone 
off the ftage. 

2dly, By intruding the care of your children's educa- 
tion to fuch tutors and guardians as will be much concern-' 
ed for their fouls, and will fet before them godly exam-i 
pies and inftru&ions in their young and tender years. 

$dly, By filling your latter-wills and teftaments with] 
many pious advices and folemn charges to your children' 
and relations, with refpeft to their ferving of God, and ! 
worfhipping him in their families, and in fecret ; fo as 
they can sever look into your teftaments, and the legi«] 
cies left to them, but they will hear fomething that may 
be affecting, upftirring, and edifying to their fouls. 

^thly f By honouring the Lord with your fubfiancfi 
and leaving forrfething of what God hath blelTed you with 
to pious ufes^ particularly For the religious education of 
the children ofjthe poor, for buying Bibles for them, and 
other good books ; and for propagating of Chriftian 
knowledge in ignorant places, fuch as the highlands and 
iflands, by erecting and maintaining fchools therein ; 
.which glorious work is happily begun, and pretty far ad- 
vanced by thai honourable fociety at Edinburgh, whofe 
treafurer is ready to receive donations from all fuch as 
the Lord pleafeth to move to make a free-will offering for 
promoting that pious defign. Many pious perfons Late 
contributed already thereto \ and it were dclirabh 
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others, whom God hath enaleled for it, mould mind it be- 
fore they die; for by fatal experience we may obfcrve, 
that the moft godly parents do not know how their chil- 
dren will employ the eitatc they leave them, whether as 
fuel for their lulls, or as oil to feed the lamps in God's 
fanctuary. It is proper for themfelves then, before they 
go off the ftage, to diipofe of fome part of their fubflance, 
for the glory and fervice of thai God who gave it unto 
them. 

5//1/)', It might contribute to promote piety, and to 
make the deeper impreffions upon the minds of your chil- 
dren and friends, if under the warnings of death, you 
mould imitate the example of the prophet Elijah, who in. 
his life time made a writing which he procured to be deliv- 
ered to king Jehorarn after his death, 2 Chron. xxi. 12. 
So in like manner you might write letter:;, and leave them 
in the hands of your friends and executors, full of advi- 
ces, charges, admonitions, cunfolations, or threatnings, 
to be delivered to your children or friends, upon occalion 
either of their good or bad canverfation after your death: 
which probably would be more regarded by them, than 
the counfels you gave them in the time of your life : for 
in fome refpecl: they would be received and read by th^m, 
as if they were letters from heaven. 

Direct, viz Let the children of God labour to fortify 
themfelves what they can againfl all Satan" s temptations 
and affaitltsy which they may e.\J>ed to meet with in lime 
offickncfs and af)liclion. 

A TIME of affliction is commonly a time of tempt- 
ation : for the old ferpent knows the ntteft feafons 
for aflaulting the children of God ; and he will not be 
wanting to improve this opportunity of advantage fmr let- 
ting upon the poor foul. When Pharaoh heard that the 
people were entangled in the wildernefs, he purfued them ; 
fo, when Satan fees a foul entangled with diitrefies and 
troubles, he thinks it high time to make ?n attack. 
He fecks to winnow and lift away the believer's grace, 
and therefore he comes when the corn is a threihing by 
the rod. When Job was fmitten in his eftate, health, 
) 
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and all other comforts, then this coward falls upon hira, 
and tempts him to impatience, murmuring, and wrong 
thoughts of God. 

At this time, O heliever, you have fpecial need to be 
on your guard, and look out. Reckon always, whea 
ficknefs or trouble cometh, the prince of this world com- 
eth, alfo. Stand then to your defence, and put on your 
armour, efpecially the fhield of faith, that you may be 
able to quench the fiery" darts of the devil. You have 
need at this time to put in practice our Lord's direction, 
" Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation." 
Pray for wifdora and fkill to counteract him, and that yon 
may not be ignorant of his devices ; and pray particularly 
for grace to make you proof again ft all his falfe reprefen- 
tations of God and his providence to you ; for he that 
,durft reprefent Job falfely to an all-feeing and all-know- 
ing God, will with much boldnefs reprefent God falfely 
to you, who fee and know fa little. He will be ready to 
tempt you to think that God is angry with you, and deal- 
ing with yoa as an enemy. Thus was Job tempted, Job 
xxxiii. 10, it. "Behold he findeth occafions againft me, 
he counteth me for his enemy : he putteth my feet in the 
flocks, he marketh all my paths." But obferve what 
Elihu anfwers, " In this thou art not juft: God is greater 
than man. Why doft thou ftrive againft him ? for he 
giveth not account of any of his matters." But feeing I 
fpoke before of the wrong thoughts of God, which we 
are apt to harbour in time of affli&ion, Chap. II. Direft. 
3. I mail proceed to fpeak of fome other temptation! 
wherewith Satan doth aflault God's people when in dif- 
trefs, and furnifli fome anfwers thereto. , 

1. Saith the tempter, " Thou art nothing but a hypo* 
erite ; all thy religious performances have been done in 
hypocrify, to be feen ef men : thou never haft repented 
or believed fincerely in the fight of God." 

Anfiv. I acknowledge there hath been much hypocrify 
in me, but I hope it is not allowed and reigning hypocri- 
fy ; I always wreftled againft it ; wherefore I am not aa 
hypocrite. I regarded the efteem of men too much, but 
I hope I value the efteem of God much more. My faith 
and repentance arc weak, but I hope they are finccre. 
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And whatever defects and fliort comings have formerly- 
cleaved to thefe graces in me, I do now unfeignedly repent 
of all my fins, I look to him that I pierced, and mourn. 
I am heartily willing to be juftified by the righteoufnefs of 
Chrift alone, and to be cleanfed and fanctified by hi3 Spi- 
rit : and here I give up myfelf to Chrift as my only Sa- 
viour. And this I hope is, through grace, true re- 
penting and believing, which God will accept for ChrifTs 
fake, what ever my former defects have been. 

Tempt. 2. But faith the tempter, "Thy repentance 
cannot be true; for thy heart is net broken, and thine 
eyes do not fried tears for fin.'* 

Anf<w. It is my very great burden, and conftant com- 
plaint toGod, that I cannot attain to a greater meafure 
of forrow and contrition for fin : but yet it h my comfort 
that repentance is not to be confined to fUch degrees and 
fymptoms of forrow as fome do win at, I hope I can 
fay through grace, that my heart is fet againft all fin, 
great and final] : and I would give all T have in the world 
to be wholly delivered from fin. 

Tempt. 3. Saith the tempter, " But thy. day of grace 
is paft, it is too late for thee to think of repenting or be- 
lieving; God will not accept of thee now." 

Anjiu. But I hope it is not fo with me, feeing God 
gives me a heart that pants after God, and Chrift, in the 
way t)f commanded duty. The offers of fal vation through 
Chrift are made to all who believe and repent: and late 
penitents are not excluded from the benefit of thefe gra* 
cious offers more than others. 

Tempt. 4. But faith the tempter, ** Thou art none of 
God's elect, and if thou be not chofen to ialvation, thou 
canft not be faved." 

Anfiv. Secret things belong to God, and it were pre- 
fumption in me to pry into his fecret decrees;- but 
thing I am fare of, that every foul that is chofen to faith 
and repentance, is alfo chofen to falvation ; but I truft 
God hath chofen me to the former, and therefore to the 
latter. 

Tempt. 5. But faith the tempter, " You over-value 
your graces and duties, and fo they cannot be true and 
real,"' 
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Anfa. But I count them all but lofs and dung is 
eomparifon of Chrift. I defire always tohe deeply hum- 
bled under a fenfe of my finfulnefs and uruvorthinef 
to abhor every motion that would carry me away from 
Chrift and his righteousneff, and would tempt rac to re- 
ly on my gpee or duties, or put them in the lc^il in 
Chrift's room. 

Tempi. 6., "The iffue of thy ficknefs may be c" 
and thou art not ready ; for thou haft no afTurance of thy 
falvation." 

yjnfw. A perfect certainty is not to be expc&ed 
here ; there will be ftill forne queftions, fome doubts 
and fears ; but thefe I refolve not to indulge now, ! 
break through all, that 1 may embrace Chrift, and bT" 
found in bins* The defires of my foul are to Chrift, and 
the remembrance of his name : and fuch^i believe, he 
will not fuffer* to perifh. " I believe, Lord, help my 
unbelief." , g 

Tempt. 7. , .But thou art a ftranger to the in-> 
w©rid; how wilt thou adventure into that world of fpir- 
its, with which thou haft fo little acquaintance?" 

Anfzv. But Chrift, who is my head and beft friend, is 
n« ftranger to it; he is the Lord of that land, and pro- 
vides manfions for all his people there; and he will receive 
every one of tfigp home, and lodge them fafely. " The 
fpirits of juil irtw made perfect," were once what my 
fpirit now is; they were ftrangers to that world before 
they came to \\], aswellasl: but their head being in it, 
encouraged them to go to it : and now they rejoin i.i it 
as the kindly dwcl^ng-place of all the feints. 

Tempt. 8. " But thou art vile, and God is infinitely 
pure and glorious; how canft thou think of approachir/' 
fj near to him?" ^ 

Atifiu. Though a weak eye be not able to look updn 
tic fun, yet I hope to be fitted and ftrengthened for that 
glorious fight. Befides, God doth now appear to ua in 
his Son Chrift- where his infinite glory is pieafantly vajjj 
ed fo as the faints may behold him. Thefe glorified fouls 
above were once vile as well as'others? but their Saviour 
did clean fc them, and prefrnt them to the Father with- 
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out fpot or wrinkle. And whatever be my unworthi- 
nefs, I am relieved by considering my union with Chrift, 
and looking on the glory and dignity of my head. Sure- 
ly God will not defpife the members of his dear Son, nor 
trample on any that are his flelh and bones. 

Tempt. 9. But what will become of thy wife and chil- 
dren, when thou art taken from them ? 

Anfiu. If I truft God fo willingly with my foul, and 
my eternal concerns, why may I not truft him with my 
relations alfo ? Have I not feen how wonderful he hath 
provided for others ? Doth not every thing in the world 
depend on his will and pleafure ? How eafy is it then for' 
..God to fupply his own ? 
^V'empt. 10. " But ftill death is terrible to nature, even 
the king of terrors." 

jinftv. But my Redeemer hath' tafted death for me, 
and taken out its fearful fting ; he hath conquered death, 
and keeps the keys of death and hell. Wherefore through 
him will I ling, " O death, where is thy fting? O grave, 
where is thy victory V 

Tempt. 11. " But it is terrible to think of appearing 
before God's tribunal, to be tried and judged." 

Anfiv. But my friend and interceffor will be the judge 
there. Will Chrift condemn the members of his own 
body, and thefe he hath ib often comforted ? 

But befides all thefe, a holy God may fometimes fuf- 
fer the tempter to afiault his own people in time of their 
affii&ion with his fiery darts and his fierceft battering en- 
gines, fuch as temptations to Atheifm, blafphemy, def- 
pair, &c. whereby their fouls may be terribly lhaken, 
and fore amazed. 

Your relief in this cafe is to look to your head, and 
remember how he was himfelf buffetted by this enemy, 
aflaulted with the moft odious temptations, that he might 
thereby get an experimental touch and feeling of your 
condition, in order to his fympathizing with you, and 
relieving you from this enemy, whom he hath already 
conquered in your name. But for thefe things he will 
be inquired of by the houfe of Ifrael. You muft'acY 
faith on your exulted head. 

I 2 
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CHAPTER JV. 

Containing fome fpecial directions to umegencrate per- 
fons, when atlli&ed by fiekncfs or other wile. 

Direct, i. Take a ferious view of the miferauk con, 
of a Chrifllcfs perfon under ficknefs or heavy afjliM'i 

if, f^i ONSIDER the vaft difference betwixt your 
\_/ cafe, and that of a true believer; he hath 
ground of confolation in the greateft diltreis, but you 
have none. However fharp the rod of correction b 
him, yet it is the hand of a Father ; but you .have to 
do with an angry and fin-avenging God : and who mays! 
ftand in his fight, if once he be angry ? for he commal^ 
both the firft and fecond death, and he can caft you both 
into the grave and hell at once, Rev. vi. 8. " Hell fol- 
lowed the pale horfe." Death is the king of terrors, /\ 
but hell is a thoufand times more terrible. When God 
afflicts his children, he ftands to them in the relation of 
a loving father ; but he deals with you as an incenfed 
judge. Though he fees it neceffary for their good to 
chaftife them, yet he doth it with a relenting hand; 
yea, every ftroke goeth as it were to his heart, Ifa. Ixni. 
2. " In their affliction he was afflicted." But when lie 
arifeth to punifh his enemies, he ftrikes them with ha- 
tred and deteftation, as a man would do a toad or ven- 
omous creature. Though they cry, he hath no pity, 
Prov. i, 26. "I will laugh at your calamity, and mock 
when your fear cometh." 

2dly, If your ficknefs threaten you with death, what 
a dark and melancholy profpect mult you have of your- 
approaching change ? Why, O Chriftlefs foul, it is what 
you are wholly unprepared for. The old houfe faU^i 
down about your ears, before you have another lod^H 
provided. When death cafts you t<J»the door, you hi 
no where to lay your head, unlefs it be on a bed of fire 
and brimftone. O how furprifing and fearful will the 
change be, that death will make on you ! A change from 
earth to hell, from light to darknefs, from comforts tQ 1 
terrors, from hope to defpair, from the offers of grace to 
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\the revelation of wrath ; a change from the fociety of 

faints on earth, to the company of the damned in hell. 
Whatever fond hppes of falvation you have now, your 
hopes mall lead you no further than to the king of 
terrors, and then " your hopes fhall be cut off, and your 
truit like a fpider's web," Job viii. 14. Though it coft 
you much pains to weave and fupport this web now, it 
will prove a weak and (lender defence to your foul, when 
death comes with his befom of deftruCtion, and fweeps 
both you and it away to hell. You will then be taken 
.'1 the* means of grace you have abufed, and be for- 
ever deprived of an opportunity of buying oil ; your 

^U:np (hall g out to death, and never be lighted any more. 

I^P^Tln this extremity, you have no airth to look to for 
comfort. O Chriftlefs finner, what will you do in the 
day of viiitation ? To whom will you flee for help I Your 
houfes, your lands, your money, your honours, your com- 
panions, your relations, will all be miferable comforters 
to you. Every thing will look black and difmal round 
about you. If you look without ycu for help, you may 
fee your friends weeping and lamenting your cafe ; but 
this will do nothing but increafe your vexation and mife- 
ry. If you look within you for relief, confeience, that 
before you would not fuffer to fpeak, will meet you with 
bitter flings and upbraidings. It will bring to your view 
the fins you had forgot, the time you have miflpent, the 
health you have mifimproven, the offers of grace you have 
refufed, the great falvation you have neglected. What 
folly was it for thee to provoke God, and flight Chrift, for 
a little worldly profit, or a little brutiih pleafure? Can 
thefe relieve thee when the arrows of the Almighty 
flick within thee, and the terrors of God do fet them- 
1 in array againft thy foul . ? In the mean time, the 

HHfejL that tempted you to your foul-ruining courfe, will 
ftep in, and reprefent your fins in their blackell colors and 
aggravations, to render you altogether hopeleis and def- 
perate. O finner, thou that refufeft reft from Chrift in 
the day of health, and grace, fhalt find no eafe from the 
creature in the day of ficknefs and death. Your ficknefa 

' will allow no reft to your body, and your has will permit 
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no eafe to your foul. You may expcft the fulfilling of' 
that threatening Deut. xxviii. 65 — 67, " The Lord (lull 
give thee a trembling heart, and failing of eyes, and for- 
row of mind. And thy life fhall hang in doubt before 
thee, and thou fhalt have fear day and night. In the 
morning thou ihalt fay, Would God it were even, and at 
even, thou (halt fay, Would God it were morning," be- 
caufe of the pain of thy body, and anguifh of thy fpirit. 

Direct, n. Let unregenerate perfrns carefully improve- 
their ficknefs ahd ajfliclion, as means to further their con, 
<ver/ion, and fray that God may llefs it for their end. 

MANY have begun their acquaintance witflNBJM 
and with themfelves in the time of affh&ion ; The 
furnace is frequently the Spirit's work-houfe, where he 
forms his vefTels of praife. There are many who, while 
health and ftrength continue, mind nothing but Tain 
pleafures ; one day they go to their games and fports, 
another day to their cups and lacivious company, anoth- 
er day to vifiting their friends ; and thus they fpend the 
whole time of their health and profperity in fin and vani- 
ty. All the warnings, counfels, and exhortations of pa-- 
rents, friends, and minifters, do them no good, they can- 
not endure to entertain a ferious thought of God or of 
Chrift, of death, of heaven, of hell, orjndgment to come. 
But when God doth caft them into ficknefs, or fome 
great affli&on, they,through the blefling of G©d,beginto 
come to themfelves, like the prodigal, and think of re-- 
tuming again to their Father. Several inftances to this 
purpofe might be given. The earl of Rochefter is a' 
late one, whofe life was notoriouily lewd, profane, and 
atheiftical, and who had wickedly employed his wit and 
parts to ridicule all religion ; yet when he was affli cfeda l 
with pain and ficknefs, and brought to the gates of death; 
he began to entertain quite othtr apprehenfious than he 
had dene before ; he profeffed he had ferious and rever- 
end thoughts of religion and holinefs, which before he 
laughed at ; he moft earneftly and affeSionately warned 
others to abandon their evil courfes, and to live religi- 
oufly and foberly, and to look upon religion as the great- 
*ft reality in the world} he retraced all his impious and 
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profane tankage, wherewith lie ufed to refleft on the 
ways of godlintffs, and willingly attefted all this under his 
hand. 

Pray then for the divine bleffing on your ficknefs, that 
it may contribute to the converfation of your foul; which 
it doth feveral wayp. ift, By opening men's eyes to 
get a true fight of ihingg, to behold religion in its true 
and fin in its proper colours ; hence the rod is 
Lid to give iv'ifdom, Prov. xxix. 15. They who have 
mocked at r^igicn, and made light of fin all their days, 
.en taught by bodily ficknefs to change their tune. 
'-hej^Degin to have an efteem of the Bible, and to 
Wg^0G fend for a pious minifter, and to defire the pray- 
ers orT.be people of God. Now they perceive fin to be 
bitter as gall and wormwood, they lothe and abhor that 
which they liked before; now the word of God makes 
deep iinpreffion on them, and particularly fuch a word as 
[er. ii. 19. " Know therefore and fee, that it is a:i 
evil tiling and bitter, that thou haft forfaken the Lord 
thy God." 

ztuliy. Sicknefs helps to fet the word preached home 

lie heart. When God fpeaks to us in the day of 

and profperity, we oft give him a deaf ear, Jer. xxii. 

21. But when diftrefs comes, it brings the words of 

G \ ar.d of his minilters, to our remembrance, as it 

t Jofcph's to the remembrance of his brethren, 

2 1. 

. Sickaefs contributes to loofe a man's heart from 

irlJ, and to cool his leve thereto ; whereby a great 

;icc of converfion 13 removed out of the way, and 

'.aide to fay, " How vaiH and helplcfs are the 

icrts to me now ! thefe things I delighted in 

|£orrae;!y are taftelefs to me at this time. There is no 

^Hhp can Cut my foul's needs, but Gcd himfeF." 

;■ It fpurs a man on to p. aver that formerly neg- 

■\ the prodigal is brought to diftrefs, he 

1 go to iny father." He forgat 

301 th. . before, but now he will cJildrefs him, Hof. v. 15. 

ion they will feck me early." Thus the 

-utly begins aud promotes the coaverfion cf 
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fouls to himfelf. And O finner, if this be the fruif (// 
thy ficknefs, it will not be unto death, but the glory of 
God. 

Direct, ni. Be careful to obey God's voicein the rod,, 
and beware of flighting it. 

EVERY fickness hath a meffage from God, and hi* 
voice you ought to harken to with reverence and 
attention, Micah vi. 9. What faith he to you at thii 
time ? O finner, he faith, " Retire from the world, think 
on death and eternity, abhor thefe luffs and idols which' 
God is finiting you for, flee fpeedily to the ftrong 1 
repent, and be converted, that your fins may be ^pl*B 
out." This is God's voice to you, and confider how 1 
provoking it will be to him, if you flight it. 

1/?, You will provoke God to flight your voice when- 
you cry to him, and flop his ear againft the voice cf your 
fupplications, Zech. vii. 13. 

idly, You will provoke God to ceafe from being a re«- 
prover to you, fo that he will fpeak to you no more. 

$d/y, You will provoke him to bring heavier judg- 
ments on you, yea, fo to draw his fword ofjuftice againft' 
you, that he will flieathe it up no more, as he threatens,. 
Ezek. xxi. 5. 

A^thly, God may break 01T all interconrfe and corres- 
pondence with you, as with thofe, Ezek. xx. 31. " As : 
I live, faith the Lord God, I will not be inquired of by 
you." 

$thly, He may feal you up forever under your fins, 
hardnefs, and pollution ; and fay to you, as to fome wc . 
read of, Ezek. xxiv. 13. Hof. iv. 7. Rev. zxii. 11. " Be- 
caufe I have purged thee, and thou was not purged, 
ftiou flialt not be purged from thy filihinefs any more#^ 
till I have cauied my fury to reft upon thee; Ephraim 
is joined to his idols, let him alone. He that is filthy, 
let him be filthy ftill." He that is hardened againft. the 
voice of my rods, let him be hardened ftill. Well theR,- 
O finner, while God U in fpeaking terms with you, hark- 
en to his voice, and obey it ; fay, " Lord, what wiK 
thou have me to do ?" 
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iRECT. IV. Caft lack your eyes upon thejins of your ly 
pajl life, and labour to be deeply humbled for them before 
the Lord. 

SEEING you are fummoned to prepare for going to 
the judgment feat of God, where your foul is to re- 
ceive its final fentence ; labour to prevent the terror of 
that appearance, by your judging yourfelf beforehand. 
And this you mud do, by fummoning yourfelf before the 
fear of confeience, examining narrowly into your ftate, 
accufing and condemning yourfelf for your fins. And 
fee that you be impartial in this work, willing to know 
■the truth and difcover the worft of your cafe. You muft 
Bfee 2nu be duly fenfible of your danger, otherwife you 
cannot think to efcape it. Take a narrow view of your 
fins in their nature, number, aggravations, and deferving6. 
And in order to this, if thou haft any meafure of ftrength 
for it, let the expofition of the ten commandments in our 
Larger Catechifm be diftinctly read over unto thee. 
Make a paufe upon every queftion, and fay within thy- 
felf, " Have I not omitted what is here required by 
God ? And have I not committed what is here forbidden 
by God ? How oft have I repeated thefe fins ? How 
long have I lived in the practice of them ? O ! do 
not fo many years fins need very ferious repentance, a 
very deep humiliation ? " O ! doth not fuch a vile finner 
as I, ftand greatly in need ©f Chrift to my cautioner and 
ranfomer for fuch a vaft number of fins? will not their 
weight prefs me eternally dawn to the loweft hell, if they 
remain unpardoned, and be laid upon my back !" There- 
fore view them clofely, and confefs them particularly be- 
fore God. 

ifl. In the firft place, bewail thy original fin, the foun- 
tain of all thy actual tranfgreffions, as did David, Pfalna 
li. 5. " Behold, I was fhapen in iniquity, and in fin did 
iny mother conceive me." 

idly. Acknowledge anu mourn over the finful out- 
breakings of thy life, whereby thou haft difhonoured God, 
and grieved his holy Spirit ; and efpecially fias againft 
light- 
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ylly, Be humbled for thy fins of omifiion, for ru- 
ing of commanded duties, particularly fur the neglect of j 
prayer in fecret, and of family religion. 

4-thly, Mourn for the lofs of precious time. Alas ! for I 
the time of your youth miffpent, many Sabbath 
trifled away ! 

5//>/y, Lament thy long fliting of Chrift, and falvation 
through his righteoufnefs, which fo prelfingly hath 
offered to thee in the gofpel. 

6//>/y, .Bewail thy ilifiing the convictions, and quench- 
ing the motions of the Spirit, and thereby provoking hiffl 
to depart from you. 

ntbly, Mourn for thy vtnthankfulnefs to Gc 
cies and deliverances, which might have allured y 
repentance and newnefs of life. 

Sthly. Confefs thy ftubbornnefs under former affiic- 
tions, which have provoked God to fend new trials upon 1 

you. 

: . Be humbled for thy earthly-mindednefs, in that j 
thou haft all thy days been careful and cumbered about ] 
many things, and haft negle&ed the one thing ncceffaiy.fl 
lotbly. Mourn for the latenefs of thy repentance, and j 
thy prodigious folly in delaying fo long to bethink thy- 
felf, and turn to the Lord. " O how unwifely have 
I acled, to miffpend the time of health, and del 
ereat a work till now, that I am laid on a fick bed! and 
now, if I die before I am converted, I am loft f 
O Lord, I am afhamed and confounded at n 
and folly, and have no excufe to plead for myfi 
muft ftand afar off with the poor publican, and fmite up- 
on my breall, and cry, God be merciful to me a finner." 

Direct, v. Flee prefently to Jefus Chrift by a trm faith, 
andclofe with him as offered in the gojfel. 

ART thou fenfible, O finner, of thy grievous guilt 
aui jll-defervings before God ? then do .not defpaJi 
for Jefus Chrift, who hath offered to divine juftict 
fufficient facriiice for fin, is offering him felf tothee,fay« 
iriT «' O diftreffed firmer, look unto me, and be 
Turn unto «ie, why will ye die ? Come unto me, heavy 
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2aden foul, and I will give you reft. He that cometh 
to me, I will in no wife call out." Will not fuch gra- 
cious words, fuch moving calls, melt thy heart within 
•hec, and make thee cry to him, " Lord Jefus, I flee to 
thee a3 my refuge, for deliverance from fin, and protec- 
tion from the wrath to come : I look to thy wounds, I 
truft in thy righteousnefs, I depend on thy merit, I lie 
at thy feet, and this 1 am refolved to do as long as I 
have breath to draw in the world." 

Direct, vi. Call for the elders of the church that the 7 
may pray for you in your Jicknefs. 

JTtTpHIS is theapoftle James, his direction to the fick, 
_T James v. 14. He doth not fay, if any be fick, let 
him fend for the phyficians, but for the elders or minif- 
ters. 

It is true, phyficians are to be called, but not in the 
firft place. It was Ala's fault that in his difcafe he 
fought not the Lord, but to the phyficians; and, alas, 
how many follow his example ! Minifters are only called 
for in the laft place, and very often when time is paft, 
the fick being at the point of death; and fcarce capable 
to fpeak or hear. But if you defire to reap benefit by 
the inftructions and prayers of minifters, call for them time- 
oufly, and open your cafe unto them ; feek their coun- 
fel, and beg for their prayers. It is their office to teach, 
and pray for you, and they have authority to offer falva- 
tion to you through Chrift, and to minifter comfort to 
them that are caft down ; wherefore a bleffing may be ex- 
pected on their miniflrations and performances more than 
others. Hence God faid to Abimelech of Abraham, 
Gen. xx. 7. "He is a prophet, and he (hall pray for 
thee." And to Job's friends concerning Job, Job xlii. 
8. « ' Go to my fervant Job, and he fhall pray for you, 
for him will I accept: left that I deal with you after 

your folly." 

And Laflly, Remember that as the apoftle James en- 
joins the fick to call for the elders to pray over them, fij 
at the fame time he directs you, James v. 16. to cor.feis 
your faults one to another, Cbriftian to Chriftian, or.w 
K 
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friend to another, the people to their minifter. Not 
that this gives any warrant for the Papifts their auricular 
confeflion, which they force upon all men to their priefts 
as a fatisfa^ion for fin, and when they rack their con- 
fciences, (when they feel no diftrefs) to confefs their 
moil fecret fins, to enumerate them all under pain of 
damnation, and which they ufe as a politic to dive into 
the fecrets of princes, ftates, and all private perfons : 
But as Luther, Calvin, Beza, and many others of or- 
thodox divines do teach, it is very profitable and necefTa- 
ry for thefe that are inwardly troubled with a fenfe of 
their fins, to cafe and difburden their confidences, by 
confefling cf them to the faithful mini'fters of ChrflHH 
order to their receiving fuitable counfelsand confolations 
from them, fuch as (Thrift hath left in his word for con- 
trite-hearted penitents. 

Thus let every man in ficknefs ufe all appointed means 
for preparing his foul for a future ftate. Thy prepara- 
tion will by no means haften death, but fweeten it to 
you. Death muft furely have a moft formidable afped 
to an unprepared finner: he may falute it as Ahab did 
Elijah, " Haft thou found me, O mine eaemy r" why ? 
it brings heavy and doleful tidings to him. But a prepa- 
red foul may falute death, Welcome, O my friend, thou 
bringeft me tidings of great joy ; everlafting deliverance 
from fin, and all the bitter fruits of it. I fhall never 
complain of thefe any more. 



CHAPTER V. 

Containing directions to the people of God, when tlie 

Lord is pleafed to recover them from fiGknefs 

and diftrefs. 

Direct, i. It is very proper, both under Jicknefs and af- 
ter it, to examine if the affliclion be fanclified to you, and 
bath come from the love of God. 

IT would be very comfortable for us to know that the 
aTiclions which God vifits us with, are not the pun- 
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ifhinent of a judge, but the cbaftifement of a father; that 
they do not proceed from wrath, but from love ; that 
they are not curfes, but blefiings to us. Now, the bed 
way of knowing this is by the effects which they work 
and produce in us, through the blefling of God. 

\Jl. Canft thou fay, that thy affliction hath humbled 
thee in the fight of God, and made thee confefs and be- 
wail thy fins and ftrayings from God as the procuring 
caufe thereof? Hath it been like Mofes's rod, that fmote 
the rock, and fetched out much water ? Did you water 
your couch with tears, and mourn humbly before God for 
fall thy God-provoking fins? Thea it is a good fign fick- 
nefs is fanctiiied. 

2dly. Doth thy affliAiifa drive thee nearer God, and 
caufe thee aim at clofer communion with, God in duty 
than formerly, faying, " However' carelefa and overly I 
have been in time pair, it is furely good for me now to 
draw near to God ?" Then thy ficknefs is a blefling to 
thee. 

idly. Affliction is fan&ified, when the corruption and 
deceitfulnefs of the heart is the more difcovered and bid 
open to the view of the foul ; fo as the man is made to 
abhor himfelf in dull and afhts, and cry out as the leper, 
''Unclean, unclean." I never could have thought my 
heart was \o wicked as now I fee it. 

$tbly. It is a falsified ficknefs, that purgeth the 
heart, and changeth the life, and gives a dead, ftroke to 
thy fins and idols, and makes thee to loathe and abher 
them more than ever, faying with EphraiiB, " What 
have T to do any more with idoh:" 

ttbly. It is a bleffed rod, when grace is more quick- 
ened and ftirred up thereby, and the man turns move 
fruitful in holy duties and good works ; when il is a bud- 
ding, and blofloming rod, like to Aaron's, Numb. xvn. 
It is recorded there of Aaron's rod, that it brought 
forth bud?, bloomed bloffoms, and yielded almonds, bo 
it is happy w^h US, when our rods and fickneffes do pro- 
duce in us, not only the buds of a profeflion, or the blof- 
foms or iomc beginnings of a reformation; but even 
caufe us to yield almond", fruit favoury to God. Is 
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conference become more tender with rcfpecTt to fin ! Are 
we more jealous over our hearts? Are we more fervent 
in prayer, more lively in praife, more mortified to the 
world, more defirous of communion with God? Then 
may we fay with David, " It is good for us we have 
been afHic'ted I" and with Hezekiah, "Thou haft, in love' 
to my foul, delivered it from the pit of corruption." 

Direct. 11 Male conference of offering to God tie facrtfet 
of thanlf giving, ttpen his recovering thee from Jiclnefs er 
any difrefs. 

THE Pfalmift gives uethis direction from God, Ffal. . 
1. 14, 15. And he (hews us that it was his «qpj 
practice in a fuch cafe, Pfal. cxvi. 17. Pfal. ciii. 1, 2, 3, 
life. The command is jufl, let us obey it; the example 
excellent, let us imitate it. Praise is comely for the up- 
right. Here I {hall givefome motives and advices. 

\Jr, God, who is the author of all thy mercies and de- 
liverances, gives you tongues for this very end, that you 
may blefs and praife him for thefe mercies, James iii. 9. 
Htnce man's tongue is called his glory above the reft of 
the creatures, Pfal. lvii. 8. There is none in the creation 
io endued and qualified for praifing God, as man is. An- 
gels have reafon and minds, whereby they adore and ad- 
mire God's goodnef9 and excellency, but have no tongues 
to praife him ; bcaft6 have tongues, but without fpeech or 
rtafon to ufe them : but man hath both reafon and fpeech, 
that he may both admire God's goodnefs, and with his 
tongue found forth God's praife. See then, O believer, 
that you ufe your tongue to anfwer the end of your cre- 
ation. God loftth his due rent of praife from the reft of 
t lie world, but he expe&s it from his children, whom 
he hath formed for this end, and on whom he hath beftow- 
ed many diliinguiftiing favours. 

idly, The facrifice of thankfgivingis moft pleafing and 
acceptable to God. He loves your tears and prayers, 
O believer, but much more your praifes. How well plea- 
fed was our Lord with the poor leper Samaritan, that re- 
turned and gave him thanks for curing his bodily diftem- 
per? Luke xvii. He difmifled him with a fpecial blcff- 
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ing, and cured him of his foul's difeafes, as well as of 
his body's. And therefore, 

g*//y,Confider that thankfulnefs for thy mercies received 
is a moft profitable coarfe for ourfelf ; for it is the way to 
get more and better bleflings beftowed upon you accord- 
ing to Pfal. lxvii. 5, 6. " Let the people praife thee, 
.0 God. Then fhall the earth yield her increafe: and 
God, even our own God, mall blefs us." Thankfgiving- 
for former mercies is a kindly way of petitioning for 
new favours, and God will underftand it in this fenfe. 

4-tk/y, God is fo well pleafed with the duty of thankgiv- 
ing, that he honours it to be the eternal work of heaven. 
•.Whereas other graces, fuch as, faith, hope, and repent- 
ance, will then be melted into love and joy forever, fo 
other duties of worfhip, fuch as, reading, hearing, and 
prayer, will then be changed into that of praife and 
thankfgiving; the glorified company above will never be 
weary of this work; and mail not we delight in it now, 
when God is calling us to it by fo many new mercies? 

In the next place, that thou mayeft offer the facrificc 
•pf thankfgiving to God for thy recovery, with geacious 
acceptance, I fh all lay before you the following advices. 

1. See that your heart be touched with a fenfe of the 
greatnefs of themerey, and of the gcodnefs of Godman- 
ifefted therein. We muft put a due value upon onr mer- 
cies, and have our hearts affected with God's kind deal- 
ing toWardd us in them, if we would be rightly thankful 
to God the author of them. — Hence it was that David 
called upon his heart, and all within him, to blefs the 
Lord for his benefits, Pfal. ciii. I. and in Pfal. exxxvifi. 
I. he faith, "I will praife thee with my whole heart." 
As iir an inftrument of mufic, the more found comes out 
of the belly of it, it is the fweeter; fo our praife is the 
more acceptable to God, when the heart is full of gra- 
cious affections, 

2. Let your praife be the native refult of failh and 
love in your foul, otherwife it will be but an empty found. 
Faith is neceffary to draw by the veil, and fhews us the 
perfections of the invifible God, who is the fpring arid 
author of all our mercies ; love gives a deep fenfe of hi? 

K2 
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goodriefs, enlargeth tlie heart towards God, and opens 
the lips to fhew forth his pi aife. 

3. Study to have a deep fenfc of your own unworthi- 
nefs and ill defervings at the Lord's hand, upon the ac- 
count of your fins, and ill improvements of former deliv- 
erances, faying with Jacob, Gen.xxxii. 10. " 1 am 
wot worthy of the leaft of all thy mercies." 

4. Look above inflruments and fecond caufes, and do 
rot afcribe your recovery to phyficians or outward means, 
hut to the Lord, the prime author of it, whofe blefling 
alone it is that gives efficacy and fuccefs to the appoint- 
ed means, and by whofe mercy only we" are fpared and 
brought back from the gates of the grave. To thrHH 
apoitle attributes Epaphroditus his recovery, Phil. ii. 27. 
*< Indeed he was fick nigh unto death, but God had 
mercy 0:1 him." Hence we are told, r Sam. ii. 6. "The 
Lord bringeth down to the grave, and bringeth up." 

5. Obkrve narrowly the remarkable circumflances of 
the Lord's good nefs, and the fweet ingredients. of thy 
mercies. As for inflance, (1.) How difcernible the 
Lord's hand was in thy deliverance, which obliged thee 
to fay, Surely this is the finger of God? This is the 
Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in mine eyes, (i.) 
How thy deliverance came to thee as the return of pray- 
er, makes thee fay, Surely he is a prayer-hearing Gcd. 
(3.) How deliverance came when there was but little 
ground to hope for it. See Hdw Hezekiah cbferved this 
ingredient in his recovery from ficknefs. Ifa. xxxviii. 
10, . 1 J. "I faid in the cutting off of my days, I fhall go 
to the gates of the grave: I am deprived of the refidue 
of my years.. I faid, I mail not fee the Lord, even the 
Lord in the land of the living:. I fhall behold man no 
more, with the inhabitants of the world." verfe 15. 
« £ What fhdi I fay? he hath both fpoken. to me, and 

if hath done it." Sometimes God fends deliverances 

pie when they are moft hopelefs, and faying, 

he captives in Babylon, Ezek. xxxvii. 1 r. Behold 

are dried, and our hope is loft, and we are cut 

." (4.) Remember how the extremity 

els was God's opportunity of fending relief- 
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Abraham never forgat the feafonablenefs of God's ap- 
pearing for him in his extreme need upon mount Moriab, 
when he called the name of the place Jehovah Jirah, 
for prefervnig the memorial of it; " In the mount of 
the Lord it will befeen." So doth David. Pfal. cxvi. I 
was brought low, and he helped me." 

6. Let the prefent deliverance bring all former mer- 
cies to thy remembrance, that fo thou mayeft praife God 
for them all, whether they be national or perfonal mer- 
cies, public or private, fpiritual or temporal. New mer- 

s ihould revive the memory of the old, and all of them 
jhould come above board at fuch times ? fo doth the 
. . Pfalmift direft, Pfal. cv. 2. " Sing to the Lord, talk ye 
of all his wondrous works." And what he directs others 
to, he practifcth himfclf in fuch «i cafe, Pfal. cxvi. 1 2. 
" What fhall I render to the Lord for ail his benefits to- 
wards me?" 

7. Be ready to communicate to others an account of 
the Lord's kind dealings towards you, and the fweet in- 
gredients of his mercies ; and particularly of his fending 
fpiritual deliverance to your foul, as well as outward de- 
liverance to your body, when he is pleafed to do fo. And 

- do this in order to recommend the fervice of God to oth- 
ers, and to engage and invite them to affift you in blef- 
fing and prainng the Lord. We fee how David obferved 
his foul deliverances, Pfal. cxvi. 7, 8. and declares his 
experience to others, Pfal. xxii 22. I will declare thy 
name unto my brethren ; in the midft of the congrega- 
tion will I praife thee." Pfal. Ixvi. 16. " Come and 
hear, all ye that fear God, and I will declare what he 
hath done for my foul." 

Laftiy, Remember always to give thanks for mercies 
to the Father, in the name of our Lord Jefus Chrift, as 
directed, Eph. v. 20. Your fpiritual facrifices are only 
acceptable to Gcd, when you offer them up by Jefus 
Chrift, 1 Pet. ii. 5. As we muft feek all our mercies in 
Chrift's name, fo we muft give thanks for them alio in 
his name. He is the Mediator of our piaifes, as well as 
of our prayers. Believers have not one mercy, but what 
comes fwimming to them in Chrift's bloed, and is the fruit 
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ef his death and purchafe to them : and therefore he is 
to be owned and looked to in the receiving of ever)- mer- 
cy. And as Chrift is the only mediator for conveying 
bleflings and mercies from God to ua, fo he is the fole 
mediator for conveying all our fervices and fpiritual facn- 
fices to God. God accepts of them only as they are per- 
fumed by ChriuVs meritorious facrifices, and potent inter- 
ceflion. 

Direct, in. When the Lord is pkafed to grant thee any 
Jignal mercy or deliverance from trouble, beware of forget' 
ting the Lord's kindnefs towards thee. 

FORGETTING of God's remarkably kind pro*# 
dences is an evil we are naturally prone URto when 
we are in a prosperous ftate. Hence it is that the fpirit 
of God gives fo many cautions againft it in his word ; and 
the faints of God do fo folemnly charge their own fouh 
to beware of it, as in Pfal. ciii. 2. " Blefs the Lord, O 
my foul, and forget not all his benefit? ; who hcaleth all 
thy difeases, who redeemeth thy life from deftru&ion." 
Forget not his benefits, but carefully preferve and treafure 
them up in thy memory. It was ufual for faints under 
the Old Teftament to fet up fome vifible monument to 
remind them of God's Angular favours to them ; they 
erected ftones, and built altars, to be memorials of the mer- 
cies they received, and put names on the places for this 
end. Let all this teach you to guard againft tlm evil of 
forgetting the Lord's kind providence in recovering you 
from ficknefs. 

You are guilty of this evil, when you do not duly val- 
ue the mercy, but let it pafs as a turn of common provi- 
dence. When you let the impreffion of the mercy wear' 
foon off your hearts ; when you make bad ufe of it, or 
do not rightly improve it to God's glory, and your own 
foul's good ; when you do not put on new refolutions to 
walk more exa&ly, )ive more fruitfully, and ferve God 
more holily and humbly ; then are you guilty of forget- 
ting his benefits 

This is an evi ! moft grievous and provoking, to a good 
swd gracious God, as i« evident from the many heavy 
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complaints he makes of his people for it, as in Judges viiL 
34. Pfal. lxxviii. 11. Pfal. cvi. 13. Wherefore watch 
and pray againft it. 

DiRKCT. iv. Inquire after thefe fruits of righteoufnefs r 
•which are the genuine effeQs of afjUtHen in the children of 
G'srf, ivho are duly exercifcd thereby. 

THE apoftle fpeaks cf thefe fruits, Heb. xii. n. as 
natively following upon fancliined afflictions, and a 
kindly ezercife of fpirit under them. And therefore it is 
your duty to inquire if they be produced in you. 

\fl. The increafe of true repentance is one of thefe 
Tfcuits which is the produft of fan&ified trials. Job found 
it in himftlf on the back of his affli&ion, chap. xlii. 6. 
"Now I abhor myfelf, and repent in duft and afhes." It 
Would be happy, if we could find our hearts more foft and 
melting upon the view of fin, after we have been in the 
furnace of affli&ion. 

2dly. Another fruit is the improvement of faith. The 
affli&ed believer is taught to look to, and depend more 
upon God in lime of need, and lefs upon the creature. 
He now fees that vain is the help of man in the day of 
calamity, and that God in Chrift is the only proper objecl 
of the foul's truft. This was the fruit of the apoftle's 
afrli&ion, 2 Cor. i. 8, 9, io. " We were pre fled out of 
meafure, above ftrength, infomuch that we defpaired even- 
of life. We had the fentence of death in ourfelves, that 
we mould not truft in ourfelves, but in God that raifeth 
the dead : who delivered us from fo great a death, and 
doth deliver : in whom we truft that he will yet deliver." 

idly, Humility and low thoughts of ourfelves is one of 
the fruits of righteoufnefs which fanftified affliction doth 
yield. How proud and lofty was Nebuchadnezzar be- 
fore he was airlifted, Dan. iv. 29, 30. But afterwards 
he ii made to own God, and humbly fubmit to him as 
his fupreme and incontrolable Sovereign, and to acknow- 
ledge, that thofe who walk in pride, he is able to abafc, 
ver. 37. This v. as God's defign in the various trials or 
his people Ifrael in the wildemefs, Deut. viii. 16. « That 
he might humble thee, prove thee, and do thee good at 
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thy latter end." See then, O believer, if this fruit be 
produced in thee. 

^thly, Another-fruit is the fpirit of prayer and fuppli- 
cation. This was vilible in the Pfalmift's cafe, after 
God had delivered him from the furrows of death, and 
heard his voice, Pfalm cvi. 2. " Therefore, fays he, 
will I call upon him as long as I live." O, faith the 
true believer, God's mercy to me in trotable, and his fend- 
ing me relief when I cried to him, will make me love 
prayer the better, and engage me to be more diligent in 
it all my days; for I ilill fee I haye daily need of his 
helping hand. 

t)thly, Heavenly-mindednefs is a fruit of fan&ified af- 
fliction. Before the man wa3 inclined to that language, 
It is good for us to be here, let us build tabernacles in 
this lower world. But now he turns his tongue, and 
changeth his thoughts, and faith, with the Pfalmift, " It 
is good for me to draw nigh to God. Arife, let us de- 
part, this is not our reft." This world is nothing but the 
houfe of our pilgrimage, heaven only is our home. 

6th!j, Another fruit of fanflihed trials, is greater love 
to God than former!-/. How much was David's heart] 
warmed with love and gratitude to God, upon the back 
rf his affliction, fo that he wants words to exprefs the af- 
feclions of his foul? Pfal. cxvi. 1,8, 12. "I will love 
the Lord becaufe he hath heard my voice. I was brought 
low, but he helped me. Thou bail delivered my foul 
from death, mine eyes from tear?, and my feet from fail- 
ing. What il.ali I rendtr unto the Lord for all his be- 
nefits towards me?" 

ythly, Learning and keeping God's word is a fruit of 
fanctified affliction, Pfalm cxix. 67, 7 t. Let us inquire 
if this fruit be produced in U3 after ficknefs. Do we at- 
tend to the word more clofely ? do we believe it more 
firmly ? do we embrace its offers more earnellly? and do 
we live more in the expectation of that glory which the 
word doth reveal to us? " Then it is good for us we have 
been afflicted : for we have learned more of God's word." 
8t/:/y, Tendernefs of conference is a happy fruit of 
fancUfied trouble; when the believer, after it, becomes 
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exceedingly afraid of fin, and of making new wounds in 
his conference." He cannot think of adventuring again 
upon any known fin ; for the fmart of former wounds, 
and the pain they occafioned in the foul, when diftrefs lay 
upon him, makes deep and lafting impreffion on his mind, 
as it did on the afflicted church, Lam. iii. 19, 20. "Re- 
member mine affliction, and my mifery, the wormwood 
and the gall, my foul hath them ft ill in remembrance, and 
is humbled within me." Now, fuch fruits of righteouf- 
nefs are an evidence we have been fuitably exercifed un- 
der affliction : O to find them produced in us after fick- 
nefs is over ! 

Direct, v. Be careful to perform ihefe refolutions, engage* 
merits or vowsy you have come under in the time officknefs, 
and walk fuitably to them. 

AS a time of ficknefs and affliction is a proper feafon 
for making vows to God, and binding our fouls 
with resolutions to mortify fin in the heart, and purge it 
away from the life, and to be diligent in duty, and walk 
more humbly with God: fo a time of recovery from fick- 
nefs is a proper feafon for paying and performing thefe 
vows. This was the royal Pfalmift's practice in fuch a 
cafe, Pfalm cxvi. 6, 16, 17, 18. "I was brought low, 
and he helped me. Truly I am thy fervant, I am thy 
fervant. I will offer to thee the facrifice of thankfgiving. 
I will pay my vows unto the Lord now in the prefence 
of all his people." Now for your affiftance in this mat- 
ter, I offer you thefe few advices. 

\f}, Defer not to pay your vows, but be fpeedy, and 
take the firft opportunity to p2y them. Delays in this 
cafe are moil dangerous; Solomon, that wife man, was 
fenfible of this, which made him give thee this advice, 
Eccl v. 4. " When thou vowed a vow unto God, defer 
not to pay it." 

idly, Be ftill jealous of thy heart, which is prone to 
deal treacheroufly with God after affliction is over. The 
Ifraelites practice is a fad inftance of his truth, Pfalm 
Ixxviii. 34, &c. " When he flew them, then they fought 
him, and they returned and inquired early after God, &c 
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Neverthelefs, they did flatter him with their mouth, and 
they lied unto him with their tongues ; for their heart 
was not right with him, neither were they fteadfaft in hia 
covenant." The purpofes of many in affliction are like 
to the vows of mariners in a ftorm ; they arc the firlt 
things which they forget and break when once they win 
fafeftiore. However penitent fome feem to be in fick- 
nefs, yet when they recover from it, they foon return to 
their old fins again. They are like metal3 in a furnace, 
they melt and turn liquid while in it, but when out, they 
foon return to their old hardnefs. There is good reafon 
for that caution the Lord give us, Mal.ii. 16. "There- 
fore take heed to your fpirit, that you deal not treacher- 
oufly." 

%dly y Cry continually for ftrength from abore to ena- 
ble you to perform your vows. The Pfalmift took this 
courfe, and found it fuccefsful, Pfalm exxxviii. 3. "In 
the day when I cried to thee, thou anfweredft me, and 
ftrengthenedft me with ftrength, in my foul." And for- 
get not, O believer, that God has treafured up itrength 
for thee in thy head and furety Chrift Jefus ; wherefore 
be ft ill borrowing from him, for the performing of all thy 
engagements, 2 Tim. ii. 1. "My fon be ftrong in the 
grace that is in Chrift Jefus." Put thy treacherous 
heart in thy furety's hand: for though thou a$fc weak, 
yet thy Redeemer is ftrong. Whenever then you firft 
perceive your heart begins to ftart afide from God, be 
fure to check it, and look up to God in Chrift for 
ftrength to fecure it againft treachery and perfidious deal- 
ing: cry with the Plalmift, " Be furety for thy fervant 
for g«od." 

Afthly. Guard diligently againft thy predominant fin, 
the fin that hath moft eafily befet thee, the fin thru was 
moft bitter and uneafy to thee in the day of diftrefs. 
Keep a narrow eye upon it now; for if once that fin be 
got vanifhed, the reft will the more eafily be put to flight. 

tthly. Be frequently meditating on thy vows, and on 
the condition thou waft in when they were taken on, and 
ftudy to keep alive in thy heart the fame apprchenlion of 
things after ikkuefs which thou hadft in the time of it. 



Afflicted Man's Companion. 121 

How vain and comfortlefa did the world and its vanities 
then .ippeav to thee ! how awful were the truths of God 
on thy fpirlts! how far preferable was the loving-kind- 
nefs of God to thee than life! how precious was Chrift 
then in thy eyes ! O that your judgment, thoughts, and 
imprefilous of thefe things, may continue it 111 the fime ! 

Gthly, Keep up the impreflions of the precioufnefs of 
time, that you may diligently improve it ; and (hake off 
(loth and idlenefs. Remember what a view you got in 
the time of ficknefs, of long-lading eternity ; and what a 
trouble it was to you to look back, and fee how much 
time you had loft in fin and vanity. When fometimes we 
ar^ brought to the brink of eternity, the near views we 
then get of its vaftnefs and unchangeablenefs, are 
fometimes fo awful and amazing to us, that we are rea- 
dy to think, though we had Methufalem's years to live, it 
would be unreafonable wilfully to miifpend one hour of 
them all. Well then, is ficknefs over, or time fo fiiort, 
and fo little of it remaining behind ? will we be fo foolifh, 
as to be lavifh of it ftill, and trifle it away as before ? 

"itbly. Set a fpecial mark upon all thefe fins, whether 
of oniifuon or commiffion, that made death to look grim 
and ghallly upon you in the time of ficknefs, and againft: 
which you refolved ; and fee to get every one of them 
amended and removed. Remember and confider how fad 
it will be for you, if ficknefs find you again in the very 
fame fins which formerly ftung you. What will you fay- 
to corifcience, when it fliall challenge. you ? How. will you 
look death in the face, if it fhould find, you living in the 
very fame fins you formerly mourned for, and promifed 
againft ! Death would then be the king of terrors to thy 
foul indeed. 

O then, mind thy vows, and fay with the Pfalmift, 
Pfal. Ivi 12, 13. " Thy vows are upon me, O God : I 
will render praifes to thee. For thou, haft delivered my 
foul from death: wilt thou deliver my- feet from falling, 
that I may walk before God in the light of the living . ,} 
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CHAP. VI. 

Containing directions to the unregenerate. when they arc 
recovered from ficknefs, and reftored to health. 

Direct, i. Seeing the ajjlifticns of the wicked are unfmdi- 
ficd, it is neceffary you examine ivhat forts of afjlicHon 
yours hath been, and what fruits it hath produced in you. 

I HAVE in the preceeding chapter /hewed, that the 
afflictions of believers are fatherly chaftifements pro- 
ceeding from love; that they are fanctiiied, and yield the 
peaceable fruits of righteoufnefs : I have given the marki 
of fanctified afflictions, and mentioned the happy fruiti 
which they produce in the children of God. 

On the other hand, it is necefTary to let Chriftlefs per- 
ions know, that their afflictions are of a different kind ■ 
they are even punifhment from God as a judge, proceed 
:ng from wrath : they are unfanctified to them, and pro- 
duce no fruits, but what are bitter and unfavory. 

Well then, O Chriftlefs foul, thou haft reafon to fni- 
pect the worft concerning thy ficknefs, that it hath not 
been fanctified, and its fruits are not good. O then, labour 
to know the truth'of the matter,that thou mayeft be hum- 
ble under a fenfe of thy mifery, and flee to Jefus Chrift 
for relief. And for thy affiftance in this inquiry, I will 
give fome marks of unfanctified afflictions. 

ift. If ficknefs hath not humbled thee under a fenfe of 
thy fins, the procuring caufe thereof, nor any wife hath 
weakened fin in thee, nor reclaimed thee from it, but it 
remaineth in thee as ftrong as ever; it is a fign thy af- 
fliction is unfanctified. This was the cafe of thofe of 
whom God complaineth, Jer. ii. 30. " In vain have I 
fmitten your children ; they received no correction." As 
if he had faid, T^ie phyfic I gave them did not purge out 
fin; ner weaken corruption in the leaft. They hav; 
thicker., but not grieved for fin ; the fire hath burnt 
round about them, but they have not laid fin to heart f 
that kindled the flame. 

2dly. It is a mark of unfanctified affliction, when, it 
hath no influence upon a finncr to bring him to a feriodl 
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communing with his own heart concerning the eftate of 
his foul, and to inquire in what terms he Hands with God 
that afflicts him. God's voice by affliction is that in 
Hag. i. 7. " Now confider your ways." In the day of 
adverfity conhder wheic you are, what you are, what you 
have done, and what is the meaning of the rod, and what 
will be the iflue of it through eternity, in cafe it hath a 
commiflion to cut the thread of life. Now when a m;;r» 
remains ftupid and carelefs about thefe important matters, 
and never noticcth the voice of affliction, fo as to inquire 
ferioufly about his foul's condition ; "Am I under a cove- 
nant of works, or a covenant of grace ? Am I a child of 
God or an enemy of God ? Have I fled to the city of 
refuge, or am I ft ill in a fhelterlefs (late r Am I £1111 under 
a cloud of wrath, or am I brought under the banner of 
love ?" I fay, where there are no fuch inquiries, the afflic- 
tion is unfan&ified. 

$dly. It is a certain fign of unfan&ified affliction, when 
a perfon grows worfe by it, and revolts the more he is 
kiicken, like thefe, Ifa. i. 5. 

Que/I. When may it be faid, that a perfon grows 
worfe by affiicYion ? 

Anf<vo. I. When the Turner's heart turns harder thai* 
it was before: fo every plague on Egypt, increafed the 
plr.gue of hardnefsin Pharaoh's heart. It fares with ma- 
ny hearts, as with iron that is often heated in the fire 
aid quenched in the water, it ftill increafeth inhnrdnefs. 
3 When a perfon gives way to impatknee and murmur- 
ing againft. God while he afflidts him. 3. When the lulls 
of the heart grow more ftrong and impetuous, and after- 
wards rage the more, that they may. have been flopt in 
their courfe by affliction. In fuch cafes a perfon grows 
worfe by the rod. 

Direct, ii Confider the great danger afnot It'ag bettered 
by ficknefs , and of not complying with the -voice cf God's 
rod. 

GOD's voice by his-rod doth loudly call finners to .re- 
pentance, and fleeing to the Lord jefus Chrifl for 
refuge fronxwrath.. Now, when this voice is not hark- 
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cried to, but men go in their fccure and linful COlirfc Bl 
before, Gcd is highly provoked, and the iffue will be 
terrible. For, 

\Jl. Though ficknefs be removed, and the fu«»occ of 
affliction be cooled for tk* t;,..c; yet the wrath that kind- 
died it, continues flill to burn. And you have ground to 
fear lei! you be ranked among thefe who are the genera- 
tion of God's wrath, againft whom he will have indigna- 
tion forever. 

2dly. If lefTer rods do not awaken you, you may ex- 
pedt greater and forer judgments are coming on you. 
Yea, God may caufe them to come rolling thick upon 
you, as waves and billows in a florm, one upon the neck 
©f another. The great depths, both above and below, 
may be opened together ; the difpleafure of God, and 
wrath of men, may confpire and meet to pour outthem- 
felves as watcr-fpouts upon you at once : and to whom 
then will ye look for help? 

%dly- The Lord may give over dealing with yon, or 
ufing any further means to reclaim you ; he may re- 
fufe to correct you any more, or bellow a rod upon you 
for your good, and fay of you, as of Epbraim, Hof. iv. 
J 7. " Ephraim is joined to his idols, let him alone." 

Aihly. The Lord may give you up to fpiritual plaguei 
and judgments; and indeed this commoKiy is the refult 
of obftinacy and incorrigiblenefs under rut waul rods. 
When Ifracl would not barken to God's voice, he gave 
them up to their own hearts lulls, Pfal. lxxxi. I i, 12. 
Now, thefe plagues are the feverelt. External judgment! 
;:re Gcd's rods, but fpiritual judgments arc his fwords, 
which pierce the very foul. Blind nefs of mind, hard- 
uefs of heart, fearednefs of confeience, vile affections, 
and a reprobate fenfc, are the very forerunners of hell and 
damnation. Thefe who are impenitent and unfruitful 
under outward afflictions, have en ufe to tremble left God 
be provoked to inflict thefe fpiritual judgments. 

$tbly, Be allured, though Gcd fpare you long, yet the 
of his forbearance will at length run out. God's pa- 
tience towards finners hath a term and bound, over which 
it will not pafs. The time will come, when a long fuller- 
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mg God will at laft fay, •« My fpirit fhal! no longer 
itrive ;" and the angel will cry, as in Rev. xiv. 7. " The 
hour of God's judgment is come." You that abufe 
God's patience, and prefume upon it, his treaty of peace 
will end with you in a little, and the matter of the boufc 
will rife up and (hut to the door. Then patience will 
come down, and jullice will afcend the ftage, and trample 
upon, and triumph over, all that abufe divine patience. 
Sodom was a wonder of God's patience for a long time, 
but now it is a lading monument of his angei. 

6lb!y, If you be not bettered by God's rods or fpa- 
ring mercies, then your prefervation at prefent will be 
nothing but refervation for the day of God's wrath. And 
the longer your cup of fin is a filling, the fuller mall the 
cup of God's patience, you treafure up wrath for your- 
felves againit the day of wrath, Rom. ii. 4. and though 
you be delivered from fome judgments, you are referved 
for worfe, yea, feven times worfe, according to Lev. xxvi. 
23, 24. Nay, there is a ruining blow defigned againft you, 
both foul and body, as foon as your cup is full ; and the 
axe is already laid to the root of the tree, Matth. iii. 10. 
One blow of God's axe will cut you off forever. 

Remember this, O fmncr, though God""s hand be lifted 
off you at prefent, and his meffenger death be for a little 
recalled, yet he will quickly return, and knock fo loud at 
your door, as not to be refufed. And what will you do 
in the day of vifitation ? Kow phaftly muft the pale horfe 
be, when hell follows him ?t the heels ? And how hot 
and fiery muft that hell be, which is inflamed and blown 
up by fo long impenitence, and abufe of patience ? 

Direct. HI. Wonder at the patience of God in J paring 
fuch hcll-deferving fuu.ers as you are, and be thankful 
for it. 

HATH a long fuffcVing God prefer ved the thread of 
your life, when it was almoft fnapt afunder by 
the violence officknefs? hath he freed you from racking 
pains, under which you were groaning ? nay, laved you 
from the grave and hell, inlo which you were falling? 
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and hive you not caufe of wonder and thankfgiving ? To 
move you to it, confider thefe few tilings. 

\fi. How rniferable had you been through all eterni- 
ty, if your ficknefs had carried you off to another \\oild 
in your fifes? You had been howling with damned fpirita» 
under endlefs and ceafelefs torments, and forever cut off 
from thefe hopes, and offers of mercy you nov\ have. 
Then the matter of the houfe would have had tht doorfo 
barred againft you, as it could never have been opened 
again to you, knock as you would, Luke xiii. 25. 

2dly. Confider how heavily you had burdened his pa- 
tience with your henious fins, and frequent relapfes there- 
into : and that after convictions, calls, and various rods 
lent to reclaim you: fo that he was put to fay, as in 
-Amosii. 13. "Behold, lam pre/Ted under yen, as a 
cart is prpffed that is full of fheaves." He was overbur- 
dened with your fins, fo that the axcJ-tree of patience 
was ready to break, and let you fall into hell ; and yet, 
behold he bears with you ftill. 

3<//r. Confider how foon he could have ea fed himfelf of 
the load, and fhaken you off into the pit of dcftriichon. 
3n a momeat could he have done it,, and yet he bears 
many years with your fins that are fo grievous to him. 
Yea, it is with a fort of reluctancy that he cafes himfelf 
of Tinners, after he gets the utmofl psovocation, lfa. 1, 
: /.. " Ah ! 1 will eafe me of mine ud venaries." 

Afrly, How ready is he to turn away Ins anger, and 
repritve finners from deflru&iofl, when in their diftrefs 
they make but a fhew of repentance, and turning unto 
God ! as we fee in Pfal. Ixxvjii, 36, 38, He, like a ten- 
der-hearted prince, calls back the warrant for their execu- 
tion, after it was gone forth. 

r/Z>/v, Confider hew much many Chriftlefs finners are 
beholden to Jefus Chriit for fparing mercy. He is rep- 
iif.nted by the dreffer, Luke xiii. interceeding that lie 
fruitlefs fig-tree might be fpared and tried fome time lon- 
ger, after orders given to cut it down. Were it net for 
]efus Chrift, O finner, however much. you forget and 
slight him, you had fu.tly been in be!! iong ux uow. 
How oft doth he tbtsin another year, and after thai ano- 
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ther, for the unfruitful firmer, and unthankful abufers of 
divine patience ! 

6:hly, Gonfidfcr how fparing mercy hath diftinguifhed 
you from many other?, who lived not fo long, nor finned 
(o mu cli as you ha,ve done. God hath wounded the hai- 
ry fcalp of many, and taken them away in their youth j 
when he hath continued you to manhood, and perhaps to 
old age ; though your iins and ill defervings be greater 
than bhefe cf many, on whom, he hath long fince taken 
vengeance. 

God hath left many also tolling and groaning on beds 
of pain, when he hath eafed and raifed you up. O tken, 
return like the thankful leper, and magnify the God of 
your health. Hath God diftinguifhed you from others, 
by his goodnefa ? It becomes you to diftinguifh yourfelves 
from others, by your thankfulnefs. O that men would 
praife the Lord for his goodnefs ! undeferved and dif- 
lihguifliimg gooduefs ! 

To move you to this, let me fet the example of Hez- 
ekiah before you, Ifa. xxxviii. and there fee how thank- 
fully and afieclioiuitely he remembered the Lord's mer- 
cies in recovering and delivering him from the bitter af- 
fliction he had been under. " 1 faid, I am deprived of 
the rclidue of my years, I fhall -behold man no more with 
the inhabitants of the world. Like a crane or 'f wallow, 
fo did I chatter; I did mourn as a dove. Behold, for 
peace 1 had great bitternefs ; but thou hail in love to 
mv foul delivered it from the pit of corruption. The 
living.fliall pvaile thee, as I do this day." Yea, he was 
fo overcome with a fenfe of the Lord's patience and 
mercy towards him ; that he is at a lofs how to exprefs 
it, verie 15. *<Whai fhall I fay ? He hath both fp .ken 
me, arid himfelf hath done it." 

Let all who arc recovered from ficknefs, ftudy to imi- 
tate that good kirg in holy admiration a;;d ihankfulnefs 
to the God of their life. 

Direct, iv. Study to improve the /paring mercy ar.d good* 
v.efs of God to you in a right, and Juhalk manner. 

O SINNER, hath God bwxugbt yon back from the 
gates of death, and brink of hell, reftored you to 
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health, and given yovi a new offer of mercy and falvation 
through Chrift in a preached gofpel, which you fo: n 
defpifed r Strive now to improve the Lord's patience 
and kind dealings towards you with the utmoft care, and 
abufe his patience no longer. And \n order thereto, 
take the following counfels. 

I. Be deepiy humbled for your former obftinacy and 
impenitencv, notwithstanding of God's gracious, and pa- 
tient dealing. O let the fparing mercy and goodnefs of 
God towards thee, lead thee to repentance, which is the 
native defign of it, according to Rom. ii. 4. " Defpifed 
thou the riches of his goodnefs, forbearance, and long. 
fuffering, not knowing that the goodnefs of God leadeth 
thee to repentance ?" As if he had faid, " Dofl thou 
rot fee, O man, the kind providence of God in fparing 
and recovering thee from ficknefs, taking thee by the 
hand, and pointing out to thee to go to thy clofet to 
mourn and weep for all thy bypaft fins, and particularly 
for thy mifTpending the time of health, and abufing of 
the Lord's patience :" The consideration of David's 
goodnefs and forbearance towards Saul, melted Saul's 
heart, for as hard and rugged as it was, and made him to 
lift up his voice end weep, and fay to David, 1 Sam. xxiv. 
17. &c. " Thou art more righteous than I ; for thou haft 
rewarded me good, whereas I have rewarded thee evil. 
And thou haft {hewed this day, how that thou haft dealt 
well with me ; for as much as when the Lord had deliv- 
ered me into thine hand, thou killedft me not. For 
(fays he) if a man find his enemy, will he let him go 
well away?" O far more reafon haft thou, C man, to 
weep and cry, '* God hath found me his enemy, yea in 
my enmity and fins, fighting againft himfelf ; he bad 
me on a fick-bed, and on the very brink of hell, and the 
kaft touch efhis hand would have .thrift me in: but yet 
he hath fpared his enemy, and let me go well away. Oh, 
will not thefe cuid u of love draw me, and this matehlefi 
goodnefs invite and hire me to repent ? Can any confede- 
ration in the world be more powerful than this to melt 
my hard heart into tears of holy iriame and forrow for 
jcy ftiff-neckednefs and rebellion 
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long-fiiffering God ? Away with thefe curfed God-pro- 
voking iins of mine! down with thefe weapons of rebel- 
lion? let me never lift them more againft fuch a merciful 
Sovereign!" 

If. Zealoufly improve the time, which God in his 
long-fuffering hath lengthened out to you in working 
out the falvation of thy foul. Have you fo long been 
loading the patience of God with your fins? have you 
many a day been grieving his holy Spirit, by trifling away 
your time, flighting his motions and venturing on fins 
againll light ? O then beware of burdening his patience 
any more; but diligently harken to every motion of God's 
fpirit, and of your own confeience for the time to come. 
You have much work to do and but little time to do it in ; 
therefore lay hold on every opportunity for carrying it 
on. The confideratiori of the much time you have alrea- 
dy loft and miflpent, fhould make you the 1 more diligent 
in what remaineth. How much of it have you loft in 
youth ? how much in ignorance? how much in negli- 
gence ? how much in woildlinefs ! how much in pafiimeR? 
how much in idle words: how much in aft ual fins and 
provocations againft God ? and now it m?.y be near the 
evening of your day. And will you not fpend'the even- 
ing (which God is mercifully lengthening out) with ex- 
irdinary care and diligence? If a traveller loofe the 

ginning; of the day, he muft travel the fafbr in the 
evening-, ©the'rwife he may fail fliort of his journey, and 

re his lodging to feek when night comes. Paul had 

[fpent much of the beginnifljg of his life; and this con- 
iidcration (when his eyes were opened) did ilirhim up to 
be more diligent in the fervice of God fo that he was 
more zealous than any of the reft of the apoftles. O man, 
follow his example, and trifle no longer in the work of 
Gcd. Art thou not convinced thou hafl fouandered away 
enough of this precious treafure of time already ? And 
wilt thou alfo mifipend and throw away the little that re- 
mains? Oh? be not fo foolilh. 

II ! . Be careful to raze all falfe foundations, and build 
your hopes of falvation, upon the only fure rock, Jefos 
Chrift. Let it not difcourage thee to dig to the foun- 



130 Afflicted Mail's Compar. 

dation, that fo much of thy day is loft ; for it is better t* 
do it late than never. Remember how miferable is the 
condition of that hcufe which is built upon the fund, 
Matth. vii. 27 " For when the flood comes, and die 
ftorm arifeth and beats upon it, great and difmal will the 
fall of that houfe be." Do not build your hopes of hea- 
ven upon God's abfolute mercy, upon your convictions, 
upon your freedom from grofs An s, upon your prayers or 
tears upon your morality and jnft dealings with men: 
though thefe be neceffary and excellent in themfelves, 
yet they are falfe foundations for to build the hopes of 
your j uilification and falvation upon, feeing they are 
wholly infufficient to bear fuch a weight. However 
much thtfe things have been efteemed and valued by y u 
formerly, in the matter of justification; yet if you re- 
folve to be a wife builder, you will let them all now go, 
yea, count them all but lofs and dung, that you may 
win Chrift, (our only hope) build on him alone, and be 
found in him, not having on your own righteousnefs, 
which is but filthy rags. 

Well then, raze and tear up evrry foUe foundation, 
dig deep, till you win to the rock Chrift. Dig deep in- 
to the holy law and nature of God; dig till you fee the 
infinite ftrictnefs of divine juftice, the ur.fpcakable evil 
that is in fin, the hidden vilenefs and abomination of the 
heart, your own inability to do any thing for your help 
and relief. Dig yet further, till you fee the infinite ful- 
r;efs and freenefs of God's peace in Jefus Chrift, 
f uitable remedy that anfwers all r. poor ['. 
Dig deep, and dig on, till you win to this rock; let your 
cry be (till to God; Lord, lead me to the rock Chrift, 
and his all-fufficient rightcoufnefs only. A£t faith upon 
this rock, rely on it, build all your hopes on it, and 
fay, this is my reft forever, here will I dwell, for I have 
defired it. Lord, the defire of my foul is only to Chrift, 
and the remembrance of his name. His name is an oint- 
ment poured forth ; therefore do the virginr luve him." . 

IV. If you would rightly improve the fparing mtrcy 
and goodnefs of God, let it lead you to repentance and 
reformation of life. Turn from all thefe fins, whether cf 
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omiflion or commiflion, now in the day of health, which 
confcience challanged yoa for in the time of ficknefs. 
Mind ChriuVs caution and warning to healed finners, 
John v. 14. "Behold, thou art made whole ; fin no 
more, left a worfe thing befal thee.'' O let fin die with 
thy ficknefs ; and do not relapfe into thy former fecuri- 
ty and finful ways. Beware of returning with the dog to 
thy vomit, and like the fow that is warned, to the wallow- 
ing again in the mire of thy former fins and uncleannefs- 
es; left being entangled and overcome again with the 
filthinefs which now thou haft efcaped, thy latter end 
prove worfe than thy beginning. 

Lafllyy And to fum up all 1 (hall fay in this chapter, 
be careful to redeem time, and active in providing for an 
eternal ftate. O prize and value the mercy of health and 
ftrength more than ever. Sympathize with thefe who 
are ftill lying on fick beds, and under languiihing diftem- 
pers; neglect not to pity and pray for them. Remember 
thediftreffcd cafe you were in yourfelves, when you had 
no reft in your bones, when wearifome nights were ap- 
pointed to you, drid you were full of tolling to the dawn- 
ing of the day. Coniider how flippery is your ftanding. 
Though the late ftorm of trouble be over, yet the clouds 
will return after rain. 



CHAPTER VII. 

Containing directions to thofe fick perfons, who are 
apparantly in a dying condition, and draw- 
ing near to another world. 

I HAVE already in the firft, third, and fourth chap- 
ters, given feveral directions concerning our fubmif- 
fion to the will of God, making preparation for dc^th, 
calling for minifters, edifying others by our discourfe, 
fettling our worldly affairs, &c. which are very proper 
for dying perfons, and therefore I fliall not repeat them, 
but proceed to fpeak of other things. Only let me add 
this word, if you have hitherto neglected to make your 
wills, fettle your worldly affair, fend for minifters to 
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difcourfe with and pray over you } delay it no longer, 
but do it fpeedtty, while you have the ufij of your reafim 
and underftandiug. And what I have more to fay, take 
it in the. following directions; 

Direct. I. ConfiJer when diath J arcs you in ibt 
that now is the time if ever io e.-cert the utmojl atliviiy in 
preparing to meet with it. 

/\ LAS, it is to be regretted that the mod part of men 
.jLJLneglecl: their fouls, rniflpeod their lives, mifimprove 
their healths, and leave undone the work for which they 
were created, preferved and enjoyed the gofpel. Surely 
a near profpeil of death and judgment cannot but 1. 
eafy to fuch perfons. What a melancholly thought mull 
it be for a dying man, " Oh ! 1 had all my time given me 
to make preparation for endlefs eternity : and alas, I never 
minded it till now, that I mud leave the Mage of this world. 
Is there any hope for fuch a carelefs and miferable finner:" 
I acknowledge the cafe is fad, but yet it is not rem 
nor defperate ; feeing there is a facrifice provided for your 
fins, and there is an all-fufficient Saviour in your offer, 
who never did call out any humbled foul, that came to 
him for mercy. Yon have great reafon indeed to abhor 
and condemn yourfelf before God, for your fin and fql- 
]y ; yet defpair not, but believe, whatever be your fins, 
your dangers, your fears and temptations, that Jefus 
Chrift is both able and willing to fave to the uttermoll 
all that come to God by him ; and that his grace abound- 
eth more than your fin aboundeth. O how glad would 
devils and damned fouls in hell be, if they were but in 
your cafe, and had your offers and hopes ! how diligently 
.would they improve the time of mercy! O be perfuaded 
then to fpend the little time that now remains with the 
utmoft care, in making penitent confefiion of fin to God, 
and apply the blood of Chrift for pardon. Nay, even 
the bell of God's people have need to be diligent al 
time, in making actual preparation for dying. God is 
now faying to you, as Jofhua did to the Israelites, J'ifh. 
i. ii. " Prepare your victuals, for within three days ye 
fhall pafs over this Jordan, to go in to poffcfi the land' 



Afflicted Mm"s Companion. 133 

which the Lord your God giveth you." Lay in pro- 
•virion for your palling over this Jordan of death: you 
know not how rough the paffage may be. 

I (hall give form: motives to prefs this diligent and ac- 
tive preparation; and therefore confider, 

\Jl. The Ihort time ofyour life that remains is all the 
time you have for working out your falvation. Wh;t 
you do for attaining heaven, and avoiding hell, mull be 
done no v or never ; for there is no work nor device in 
the grave whither thou goeft, nor is there any com- 
ing back to this world to amend what hath been amifs, 
Dying is a thing yon cannot get a trial of, it is what you 
can only do once, and no more, Heb. is. 27. 
. 2<lly. Be diligent now, for as foon as death gets 
commiflion to cut you off, it will execute it : it will not 
fpare you, nor allow you one minute more time to pre- 
pare for eternity. The mod mercilefs enemies have 
iometimes been overcome by the prayers and tears of 
fuch as on their knees do beg a little more time to prepare 
for another world, and do harken to their requefts: but 
this enemy, death, will uot grant one moment's refpite. 

3<7/y. Conlider that your eternal ftate and conditio* 

will be according to the ilate in which you die. Death 

. will open the doors either of heaven or hell to you, in 

one of which you lhall take up your eternal abode. As 

the tree falls at death, fo will it lie through eternity. 

qthly. Confider what a ferious and awful matter it is to 
die, and go into another world, for then you will have 
immediately to do with God your judge; there will be 
no veil betwixt him and your foul. You will then enter 
into a world of fpirits, wherewith you are fo little ac- 
quainted: you an* frighted now to go in a room alone, 
that is faid to be haunted by a fpirit ; how frightful then 
muft the cafe of thofe be, who are hurried into a world 
of fpirits, not knowing but devils muil be their compan- 
ions forever? Surely then it is your intereft to give all 
diligence now, to make your acquaintance with the 
Lord of tint world, before you enter into it. 

$thly, Put forth all thy utmofl activity for thy foul 
now ; for, to be fure, Satan will put forth his utmeft 
M 
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againft it. If thou be in a Chriftlcfs ft ate at this time, 
he will ufc all his efforts and ftratagems to keep the< 
Chrift ; cither by flattering thee that thy flate is 
thereby to lull thee afleep in fin and fecurity ; or b 
ing thee, it is out of time to help matters with thee, there- 
by to drive you into defpair. The devil wiii leave no 
method unattempted to ruin thy foul, when death is near : 
for he knows his time is fhort; and if he catch not the 
foul then, he will never get it: and neither can he hurt 
it hereafter ; for if once it enter heaven, he can trouble 
Jt no mcce. 

II thou art a believer in Chrift. Satan, thy malacious 
enemy will not fail to attack thee, at this time,, with all 
his might; for though he may know he cannot keep 
thee out heaven, yet he will labour to render the paflage 
towards it, as dark, tempeftuous, and uncomfortable as 
poffibly he can. But it is the believer's happinefs, this cru- 
el enemy is under a ftrong chain, and cannot do all he 
would ; for Jefus Chrift is the good fhepherd that hath 
undertaken for all his fheep. Neverthelefs, by his wife 
permiffion, this adverfary may fometimes give great dif- 
turbance to a dying faint ; which calls thee to the great- 
eft diligence and watchfulnefs at this time. It is the obfer- 
vation of one, that as the devil is molt bufy at the con- 
clufion of a dirty, as of prayer, that the Chriftian may 
be moft difturbed and diftrafted when he is to clofe up 
all in the name of Chrift, and fo ail his defires be fruft rat- 
ed : fo he is moft bufy in the conclufiou of our day?, 
and when death is at hand, feeking by temptations, cjif- 
tiadtions, and falfe imaginations, to do us all the mifchief 
he can, and all becaufe he knoweth his time is fhort ; 
according to that word, Rev. xii. 12. ''The devil is 
come down, having great wrath, becaufe he knoweth that 
he hath but a fhort time." He may fitly be calk 
wolf of the evening, mentioned in Jer. v. 6. in regard he 
comes forth moft fiercely in the evening of men's lives, to 
fet upon their precious fouls. Yea fo bufy is he fome- 
times wiih believers under dangerous ficknefs, feeking to 
overthrow their faith and cwTurance, that it is the obfer- 
vation of a good man, that he feldom fecth a lick faint, 
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followed clofc with temptations, recover of that ficknefs ; 
for Satan, knowing- he hath but little time, proves as 
uneafy to him as he can. Hence that great man of God, 
Mr. Knox, faid, when he came to die ; " In my life- 
time the devil tempted me to defpair, calling my fins in 
my teeth ; but now in my ficknefs, he tells me, I have 
been faithful in the rriiniftry, and fo have merited heaven; 
but blefied be God, who brought thefe texts into my 
mind, Not I but the grace of God in me: What haft 
thou that thou haft not received I" The children of li- 
rael had never fueh hot work from their enemies as when 
they juft came to enter into the promi fed land. 

What need then haft thou, O believer, to be diligent, 
in thy preparations on a dying bed to quicken grace, put 
forth thy utmoft ftrength, bring all the afliftance thou 
canft from the Captain of thy falvation, when thou haft 
fuch' a cruel enemy to encounter with ! Now is the time 
for action, though yet it will be your wifdom to leave as 
little t d be done at this time as poffible. 

.Direct, ii. Continue to the laji in the exercife of true re- 
pentance and humiliation for Jin. 

POSSIDONIUS, who wrote the life of Auguftine, 
faith, that he heard him often fay in his health, 
that repentance was the fitteft difpofition both f»r JyiiVfr 
chriftians and miniiters ; and for himfelf, that he died 
with tears in his eyes, weeping for fin. When death ap"- 
proacheth neareft, we fhould thus ftir up ourfelves to 
give fin the moft deadly blow of any we have given it all 
our life. As it is moft laudable to die forgiving finner* 
that have wronged us, fo alfo taking revenge upon fin 
that hath injured a gracious God. The apoftie tells us, 
2 Cor. vii. i i. that indignation and revenge attend true 
repentance. WMierefore, as Samuel took vengeance on 
Agag a little before his death, and Mofes (at God's 
command) avenged the children of Ifratl of the Midian- 
ites juft before he was gathered to his people, Num. xxxi. 
2. and dying Sampfon gave the moft fatal blow to the 
Philiftines of any he had given them before ; lo a dying 
Chriftian mould take the fevcreft revenge on fin at laft, 
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which hath fo oft through his life difhonourcd Gr>i, 
pierced Chrift, and. grieved his holy fpirit. It is the lait 
opportunity you will have to (hew your indignation at it, 
and therefore do it effectually. 

Again, confider it is old fins unmoui ncd for, that ma- 
ny times keep believers fo much in the dark, when they 
come to die, thefe do raife fo many thick clouds about 
their evening fun, and hinder them from going off the 
fta*ge with fuch comfortable aflurance of God's love as 
otherwife they might attain to. Thefe did very much 
hinder Job's peace and fettlement, in the day of afflic- 
tion, as he complains Job xiii. 26. " He makes me to 
poflefs the iniquities of my youth." It is a fad thing 
when young fins and old bones meet together. O that 
young people would mind this in time ! you are doing 
that now which will abide with you to age, if not to e- 
ternity. Sin mud be bitter fome time or other, for God 
calls it a root that bears gall and wormwood, Deut. xxix. 
18. Kratl could Hot have peace nor fuccefs while there 
was an Achan in the camp ; fo neither can you have 
confolation or affurance while any fin lies unreckoued for 
in the confeience. Make a thorough fearch then into old 
fins and mcurn over them. We find Paul frequently call- 
ing over the fins of his life, and even thefe he was guilty of 
before conversion ; " I was injurious, a biafphemer,'' &c. 
whereby he maintained much inward peace and confola- 
tion. Be oft looking back to old fins, with inward forrew 
and faith in (Thrift's blood, if you would have a death- 
bed eafy and foft to you. 

Direct, in. Be mindful of all ails ef jujl'cce nnd charity, 
which may be incumbent upon you at this time. 

IT is great wifdom in men to fettle their worldly af 
in the time of health, that fo their minds may be fie? 
for fpiritual exercifes, and not diiturbed with earthly cares 
end bufnefs when they come to a dying-bed ; but if this 
hath been neglected hitherto it muft not be omited uow. 
I have given directions about it, chap. I. direct. 6, fo that 
I fhall fay little here : only be careful to do juftice to every 
man, as much as in you litrth ; and particularly, 1. By 
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making ajuft and rational pro ifion for your wife and 
children. 2. By ordering payment of all your juft debts, 
without defrauding any of your lawful creditors. 3. By 
making reititution in cafe you have wronged any man. 
If jullice be not done in thefe matters how can your fouls 
be disburdened of guilt ? 

Tn the next place, forget not the acts of charity which. 
God requires of all the profeffors of the gofpel. 

\Jl. Seek reconciliation with your neighbours, where 
any difference or mittakes have fallen in ; that fo you 
may die in peace and charity with all about you. 

2dly. Be ready from the heart to forgive thefc that. 
have done you any wrong. If the natural fun mould not 
go down upon our wrath, much lefs mould the fun of 
our lives. If you carry an unforgiving fpirit with you 
into another world, how can you expect to meet with a 
forgiving God there; when he hath exprefsly declared, 
Matth. vi. 15. " If ye forgive not men their trefpafTcs 
neither will your father forgive your trefpafTes?" Qtrieh 
imitate your glorious Saviour and his martyr Stephen, 
who at their death begged mercy from God, for thofe 
that mortally hated them, Luke xxiii. 54. Arts vii. 60. 

3<7/y. If the Lord hath given you fubftance, honour 
the Lord with it, by leaving fome part of it to the poor, 
and to pious ufes. I have prefled this once and again 
before; but I mention it frequently, becaufe it is 
much forgotten by dying perfons in our age. Remem- 
ber, it is not left arbitrary to you to give or not, as you 
pleafe: no, for God doth charge it upon you as a duty, 
yea a debt that you owe him, 1 Tim. vi. 17, 18. 
" Charge them that are rich in this world, &c. that they 
do good, be rich in good works, ready to diftrifoute. 
And he pronounced them bleffed who confidered the 
poor, Pfal. xli. 1. I grant that people are not to leave 
all their works of charity to a death-bed; thefe mould 
alfo be minded in our lifetime, fo as to make our own 
hands our executors, a»d our own eyes our overfeers of 
our charitable projects: but furely it is a proper feafon 
for (hewing charity to God's poor, whea we are leaving 
them, and cannot have occafkm for (hewing it more. Re- 
M 2 
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member what is recorded of Dorcas after her death, I 
Acts ix. 36. that flie was a woman full of good work* 
and alms-deeds. And her friends, verf. 3;. (hewed the 
tffefts of her chanty to Peter after her death. All 
which is written for our example and admonition, that 
we may be rich in fuch good works, that our friends may 
have them to (how after our death. Surely it is a fign 
of the degeneracy of this age, and that religion is on tht 
declining hand, when people generally fall fo fhort of the 
zeal and piety of their fathers in his matter. 

ifthly. It would be a commendable work of charity ia 
«i-ving perlons, to be giving many good counfels to their 
relations and children, and to be putting many fervent 
prayers to God for them. So Chrill, when near to death, 
committed his fpiritual children to his Father, anil ear- 
neftly begging his protection and care of them, John xvli. 
II. " I am no more in the world, but thefe are in the 
world : keep them through thy name, keep them from 
the evil," &c. In like manner, cry to God for your chil- 
dren : " Lord, thou haft gracioufly given them to me, I 
now reftore them back to thee. — They are born to me 
once, O that they may be born to thee a fecond time! I 
am leaving them in the midft of fnares and temptations, 
O that it may be their happinefs to be preferved in Chrift 
Jefus! Keep them by thy power through faith unto fal- 
vation. O take them within the bond of thy covenant, 
and be thou their Father, to protect, diredt , and provide 
for them. Give them a name in thy houfe better than of 
fons and daughters, that I may meet with them at thy 
right hand with everlaftingjoy." 

~Jjq/!Iy, Be fuitably concerned alfo for the whole church 
of Chrill, and efpecially for thefe that are in affliction, 
that God may loofe their bonds, fend them liberty and 
profperity in his due time, " Do good in thy good plea- 
fure unto Zion, build up the walls of thy Jerufalem. 
Peace be within her walls, and profperity within her pal- 
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Direct, iv. Labour ivbat you can to overcome the love of 
life, and fears of death : that you may attain to ivilling- 
nefs to die, and leave the world when God calleth you 
to it. 

IT is no wonder that a wicked man, or one that hath 
no iatereft in Chrift, be unwilling to die : why, he is 
affrighted with the guilt of paft fins, and the fears of 
future torments ; and it is impofiible to be rid of thefe 
till he become a true believer in Chrrft. No man hath 
ground to welcome death but the believer ; yet it is to 
be regretted that fo mauy of them fhould appear unwil- 
ling to leave this world, which is nothing to them but a 
wildernefs and weary land. Lot's foul was vexed and 
troubled in Sodom, yet he was loth to leave it ; fo fome 
believers, when called to leave a vexing world, do mew 
much hankering towards it, and linger behind. This 
proceeds partly from nature, which dreads a diffblution r 
and partly from the weaknefs of grace. But O let all" 
God's children labour to overcome this averfion, and go- 
forth to meet death halfway, and bid it welcome. And 
for their help in this matter, I (hall lay before them the 
following arguments. 

ljl, Confider how little reafon a believer hath to be 
much in love with this prefent life. i. It is a finful 
life ; fin dwells in your nature, breaks out in your life, and 
pollutes all your duties. How often have you groaned 
under this burden? and fhould you not be willing to be 
eternally delivered from it ? 2. It is a life of difeafes and 
infirmities, and fhould you not be glad to be cured of 
them all at once ? 3. It is a life of temptation, fatan is 
Hill harrafiing thee, and fhould you not be defirous to be 
cut of his reach ? 4. It is a life of perfecutions from the 
wicked: they hate, reproach, and injure you many ways ; 
and is it not defirable to be " where the wicked ceafe 
from troubling, and the weary be at reft?" 5. It is a life 
of clouds and darknefs : your fun is often veiled, and your 
evidences obfeured, which occafions many bitter com- 
plaints, and fhould you not defire that time when the day 
mall break, and all fhadows fly away ? 6. It is a life o£ 
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calamities and fears: It is like a ftormy fca, where one 
wave rolls upon the back of another, and when 01 
mity 13 paft, we many times fear a greater is coming j 
and fometimes the heavens turn fo black and gl 
that we fear a hurricane of judgments is ready to blow j 
and fhould you not blefs God when he comes, by death, 
to houfeyour fouls, and fet you out of harm's way? It 
is in mercy that God takes away the righteous from the 
evil to come, [fa. •Ith. i. So dealt he with Jofiah, i 
Kings, xxii. 20. " I will gather thee to thy fathers, and 
thou fhalt be put into thy grave in peace, and thine eyes 
(hall not fee all the evil which I (hall bring upon this 
place." So it is obfervable that Methufelah died the ve- 
ry year before the flood ; Auguftine a little before the 
facking of Hippo; Pareus jnft before the taking of Hei- 
delberg. Luther obferves that all the apoftlcs died be- 
fore the deftru&ion of Jerufalem. And Luther himfelf 
died before the bloody wars broke out in Germany. 
Thus God frequently hides his people from the tempta- 
tions and troubles that are coming on the earth. Why ? 
he fees many of them not in cafe to endure them ; and 
therefore he in mercy takes them away from a tempting 
and finning world, to a land of holinefs and reft. While 
we are here, we live in a world that lies in wickednefs ; 
every fenfe of the body betrays the foul into fin ; the 
poor foul can fcarce look out at the eye, and not be in- 
fected ; nor hear by the ear and not be difti acted; nor 
fmell at the noftrils and not be tainted ; nor tafle at the 
tongae and not be allured; nor touch by the hand and 
not be defiled. 

O believer, what is this life that thou art fo fond of: 
it is but a living death, or a dying life. It is full of grief 
for things part, full of labour for things prefent, and full 
of fears for things future. The firft part of our life is 
fpent in folly; the middle part is overwhelmed with cares; 
and the latter part of it i» burdened with infirmities and 
age. And what gain we by the prolonging of this life ? 
nothing but to do mere evil, fee more evil, and fuffer 
more evil. And mould a chriftian be unwilling to be rid 
of thofe grievances ? 
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idly Confider that dying is appointed as the way, and; 
the only way to glory: there is no way to enter the pro- 
Biifed land, but by croffing the Jordan of death. And 
fhould not a ftranger defire to be at home with his friends, 
though he hath a rough way ar.d flormy fea to pafs? Ts 
there any home like heaven, where your incomparable 
filtnd Chrift is ? O what a happinefs is it to be with 
C hrifl, and to fee him as he is ? how happy do you think 
Peter, James, and John were, in being taken up to mount 
Tabor, to be eye-witnefles of their Saviour's transfigura- 
tion ? but, O believer, death procures a greater happi- 
nefs to you; it ufhers you to Mount Zion, where you 
lot only fee your Saviour whiter than the fnow, and 
iter than the fun, but ycurfelf transfigured with 
him, made like him, and eternally fecurcd of his prefence. 
The three apoules faw but two prophets, but you fliall 
fee all the prophets, all the apoftles, all the patriarchs, 
all the martyrs, all the holy perfons you once convcrfed 
■with on earth, and in general all the faints in heaven, each 
of them (Inning as the fun;, and how fweet willtheir com- 
pany be ? O how foon will the trifles of the world vanifh 
and all its pleafures be forgot, when once the believer gets 
a view of that captivating glory above! Wken the {hep- 
herds heard but fome few notes of the angels fongs, who 
praifed God at the nativity of our Saviour, they prefent- 
ly left their flocks, and ran to Bethlehem to behold the 
child Jefus lying in the manger; but much more caufe 
hath a believer to leave all the pleafHres of the world, and 
rim to behold an exalted Jefus fitting on the throne of 
his glory, with all his faints and "angeh, finging praifes 
around him. 

IfCato and Cleombrotus two heathens, after reading 
Plato'* book of the immortally of the foul, did voluntari- 
ly, the one fall on his fvvord, the other break his neck 
from a precipcie,that they might the fooncr come(as they 
fancied) to partake of thafe joys ; what a fhame is it for 
Chriftians, who have a far furer and clearer difcovery of 
thefe things from God's own book, to be found unwilling- 
ly to enter into thefe heavenly joys, when their blefied Re- 
deemer calls for them thither ? 
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3«7v, Confider how willing Chrift was to come 
heaven to earth for you; and mould you be unwillii 
remove from earth to heaven for him ? yen, for 
for the gain is yours ? O did Chrift 
become obedient to death, andpurchafe an inherit 
for you with his blood ; and will you be backward 
and take poffeflion of it ? O fur a Chrill-like obci. 
at death ! 

Lajlly, Confider what a reproach is call on chriftianitt 
by a believer's unwi'lingnefs to die. For ch 
pray, and fpeak much of Chrift, of heaven and glor- 
yet be unwilling to enter into that glory; what is it but 
a miibelieving of God, and a tempting of ftrangers to 
think there is no reality in religion ? 

Quejl. Since death is not eafy to grapple with, how ' 
mall 1 attain to this blefTed difpofition, a willingnefs to 
die? 

Anfw. ijl. Be frequently putting forth the acts of 
•upon the righteoufnefs of Chrift; and believe that ' 
died to bring in perfect righteoufnefs for believer 
they all might be complete in him. Now why fhould a 
believer be afraid to appear before God in Chrift's rights 
oufnefs, which is fo pleafing and acceptable to him ? Rev. 
xiv. 4, r. they are faid to be without fault before the 
ef God. If a believer were to appear before God 
own righteoufnefs, clothed with his own duties and 
formances, it would be dreadful to think of dyin;: 
to have the white garment of an elder brother to put on, 
gives another view of death. Alas, it is our neg : 
the daily exercife of faith in the righteoufnefs of ( 
that makes the thoughts of death fo unwelcome- 

2dly, When you attain to peace and re< 
with God, labour to preferve it. Be Mating and clearing 
accounts with God every day, and watch againft theft 
fins that wound confidence, wafte comfort, and grieve the 
Spirit of adoption. When we think God is difpleafcil 
with us, we will be afraid of going to him. 

^dly, Study to be more denied to the enjoyments of 
this life, and to ufe them with a holy indifferency; other- 
wife there will be an unwillingnefs to leave thefc tilings. 
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\ j^d'ly. Labour to be deeply fenfible of the burden of 

indwelling fm and corruption, and the workings thereof 

hearts; and this will make the thoughts of 

death welcome, becaufe it eternally delivers you from it. 

$thly, Seek further discoveries of the lovelinefs of 
Chrift, and the daily exercifc and increafe of your foul's 
love to him; for it is the nature of love to long after 
communion with the perfon that we love. 

dthly, Make death familiar to you by the frequent 
forethoughts of it. Retire oft from the world to think 
of dying, when you are in belt health. 

7/Z/y, Be much taken up in the fvveet employment cf 
prailing God, and exalting the worthy Lamb that was 
{lain; and this will incline you to be there, where this is 
the continual work. 

Lajlly. Be oft thinking of thefe warnings and forerun- 
ners of death, which God fends to wean your heart from 
the love of life, and difpofe you to a willingnefs to die. 
For this end, God fends manifold difeafes, pains, infirmi- 
ties, wants, ftraits, loffes, croffes, difappointments, &c. 
And in afpecial manner, let old people view the forerun- 
ners and harbingers of death, which God fends to prepare 
his way : fuch as the decays and infirmities of old age, 
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telle&ual powers and faculties, which arc as lights in the 
foul, (hall be weakened. And then do " the clouds re- 
ctum after rain;" i. e. their diftempers are frequent, like 
a continual dropping in a rainy day ; and the ending of 
one is but the beginning of another. — Verfe 3. " Then 
the keepers of the houfe do tremble;" i. e. the head and 
hands which were employed for the prcfervation of the 
body do (hake. — The ftrong men bow themfeives," /. e. 
the k-gs and thighs which arc the pillars of the houfe be- 
come weak and feeble. — " The grinders ceafe becaufe 
they arc few ;" t. c. the teeth which like the upper and 
nether millilone do grind our meat and prepare it for con- 
coction then ceafe to do their part. — " Thofe that look 
'out of the windows arc darkened ;" ;'. e, the eyes wax 
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dim, whereby God calls us to turn them away from 
holding vanity and to look after the things that ar< 
fcen. — Verfe 4. "The daughters of mufic are b:-. 
low," i.e. they have neither voice nor ears; the] 
neither (ing themfelves, nor take pleafure in the vom 
finding men or women. Then death pulls us, as it were 
by the ear, to think on the mufic above. — Verfe 5. " 
almond-tree flourifheth ;" /'. e. the hair grows white, like 
the almond-tree in the bloffom. And as the outward 
parts of the body do weaken. and decay, fo alfo do the in- 
war J parts thereof : therefore it is laid, Verfe 6. "The 
iilver cord (hall be loofed, the golden bowl broken, the 
pitcher broken at the fountain, the wheel broken at the . 
cittern}*' i. e. the filver cord of the finews is loofed, 
which carries the faculty of fenfe and motion from the 
head, through the body. The head, which iike a gold- ] 
en bowl or box, contains the brain, that is the foun- 
tain of fenfe and motion through age is broken, and turns 
crazy. The many pitchers of the veins, which carry the 
noririlhitfg blood from the well to the liver unto each part 
of the body, become like broken vefTels. And the 
wheels of the arteries, which convey the vital fpirits 
from the heart to the feveral members, for quickening 
them begin to turn faint and languid. All thefe things 
do warn old perfons to take their affections off time's 
things, and fet them mpon things above, that they may 
be helped to fay, we " defire to depart, and to be with 
Chrift." 

But after all, fome believers will have objections again ft 
willingnefs to die, fome whereof I fhall confider. 

Objecl. 1. " I am threatened to be cut off in the fl 
of mine age." 

Anftu. I nftead of fretting on this account, you ought 
rather to adore and praife a gracious God, that is willing 
to beftow the reward of the whole day upon thee, who 
haft only laboured fome hours of it. Praife him that he 
is willing to take you fo foon home ; whereby you wiH 
prevent much fin and forrow in the world. 

Object. II. ''I have houfes and lands, and a corrf 
.ble dwelling on the earth." 
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Anfw. Thefe are only needful in yourpaflage through, 
•the world ; above there is no ufe for thefe comforts. 
There God provideth manfions for his people a thoufand 
times more comfortable, John xiv. 2. 2 Cor. v. 1. Surely 
houfes of God's building, and of Chrift's furnifhing, are 
preferable to the cottages built hymen's hands. 

Objeff. III. "But I am loth to leave God's ordinances, 
and t:ie fweet communion I have had withTiim therein." 

Anfiv. Above there will be no need of ordinances, 
facraments, bibles, or minifters ; for the Lamb will be the 
light of the heavenly temple, and all hid things in religion 
will be difcovered in Chrift's face. There you will cele- 
brate an eternal Sabbath, drink the fruit of the vine new 
with Chrift, be ever with the Lord, without any cloud 
or interruption of your communion with him. Is it any 
lofs to be taken from the /hallow ftreams, and fet by the 
fountain that is ever full and running over ? 

Objefl. IV. " I am loth to leave the company of godly 
friends and relations " 

Anfw. Death will take you to your friend Chrift, 
that is far better than them all. And for one friend you 
lofe upon earth, you fhall find an hundred in heaven; and 
thefe godly relations you leave here, you mail foon meet 
with them again there ; where you will have far fweeter 
■communion than poffibly you can have, upon earth with 
them, or the bell of men, who, while here, have feveral 
infirmities and pafiions, that many times make their con- 
verfe uncomfortable. 

Objeft. V. " But I would fain fee the glory of Zio* 
upon earth, when God's promifes to her fhall be accom- 
plimed." 

Anfw. So Mofes would fain have had Ifrael's happi^ 
nefs in the promifed land: but his dying in the firm belief 
of God's fulfilling all his promifes to them there, was 
more acceptable to God, than his beholding the perfom- 
ance. And the glory of the church militant is a fight 
nothing comparable to that of the church triumphant 
above. 

Objed. VI. " But I would incline to flay to do God 

N 
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more fervice in his church below, whofc ncceffities arc 
claimant." 

Anfiv. i You will not want opportunity for ferving 
and glorifying God above, and where you will be in far 
better cafe for it. Here our hearts are oft out of tune for 
God's work, and we are forced to hang our harps upon 
the willows ; but above there are no willows to hang them 
on ; no faint there will ever complain of any indifpoiition 
of heart or tongue. 

7.dly. God knows the neceffities of his church, and is 
more concerned for them than thou canft be ; and it is 
eafy for him to raife up inftruments to carry on his work 
when thou art gone. 

ObjeH.VW. "I am afraid of the pain and pangs of 
death. The thoughts of thefe make me fhrink back." 

Anfiu. ift. Many die without much feeming fenfe of 
pain, and it is probable have lefs pain at the hour of death, 
than they have felt under feveral former difeafes. 

2dly. If they be fharp, they are foon over ; and each 
pang of death will fet fin a ftep nearer the door, 
and thy foul a ftep nearer home: and therefore it be- 
cometh a Chriftian to die cheerfully, and to be glad when 
he can find the grave. 

Now, what I have faid in this chapter is to the be- 
lieving foul: for it is no wonder though the fouls of the 
ungodly, at death, fhrink back into the body, and trem- 
ble to go forth, when they can have no profpect of any 
better lodging than utter darknefs. 

Direct, v. Study to imitate the ancient worthies, ly dying 
in faith. 

THIS was the character and epitaph of the old TVf- 
tament faints, Heb. xi. 13. " Thefe all died m 
faith." As they had lived by faith, lb they died in 
faith. They not only continued true believers to the 
laft, dying in the ftate of faith, but they died in the ex- 
ercife of faith alfo. Now, the exercife of faith in dying 
includes feveral things, worthy to be imitated by all dy- \ 
ifig believers. 

\Jl } An open and prufefted adherance to the dt 
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of faith, and truths of chriflianity. This faith all Chris- 
tians fliould zealoufly own in the view of death, and per>- 
fevere in it to the laft without wavering. This would bo 
to die like martyrs, though we die in our beds. How 
fteadfaftly did old Polycarp adhere to Chrift and his 
truths to the laft, and fo died in faith ! When he was 
urged by the proconful to deny Chrift, he anfwered, 
" Thcfe fourfcore and fix years have I ferved him, and 
he never once offended me : and how fhall I now deny 
him ?" 

zdly, Dying in faith imports an inward, hearty, and 
firm belief of the fundamental articles of the chriftian 
faith : and improving them fo, as to make them the 
foundation of our comfort and hope at the hour of death. 
As for inftance, we muft yield our departing fouls, in 
the firm belief of their living and exifting in a Separate 
condition after" this life, and of that future ftate of blef- 
fednefs and reft which God hatk prepared for all believ- 
er?. Again, we muft difmifs the body to the grave, in 
a firm belief and hope of a joyful refurrec"lion at the laft 
day. Thus that holy man, Job, both lived and died in. 
faith, Job xix. 25, 26, " I know that my redeemer liv- 
etb, and that he fhall ftand at the latter day upon the 
earth. And though after my fkin, worms deflroy this 
body, yet in my flefli I fhall fee God." A Chriftian 
then dies in faith, when he believes thefe truths fo, as 
cheerfully to obey God's call, and venture into the in- 
viiible world, upon the teilimony which God hath given 
concerning it : as Abraham did in going out to an un- 
known land, Heb. xi. 8. "By faith Abraham, when he 
was called to go out into a place which he fhould after 
receive for an inheritance, obeyed ; and he went out, not 
knowing whether he went." 

$dly, The believer dies in faith, when he makes frefh 
application to Chrift as his only hope and Saviour, takes 
him in his arms of faith, as old Simeon did before his 
death, faying, " In the Lord Chrift I have righteouf- 
nefs and ftrength ;" though I have neither righteoufnefs 
nor ftrength in myfelf, yet I have both in him, my blef- 
fed furety and redeemer. We have many ufes for faith 



148 Jflic ted Man's Companion. 

in Chrift at the hour of death. By faith we mud depend 
upon Chrift's blood for making atonement, and warning 
away the guilt of all our bypaft fins. By faith we muft 
put on the righteoufnefs of Chrift for covering our naked 
fouls, when they are to appear and ftand before God. — 
By faith we mult rely on Chrift for ftrength to fuffer 
pain, refill temptations, and conquer death and all our 
enemies. By faith we muft look to Chrift as our leader, 
andtruft him for our fafe conduct through the dark val- 
ley of death, and for fafe landing on the fhore of glory. 

4/A/v, The believer dies in faith, when he trufts his 
departing foul with confidence in his Redeemer's hand, 
faying with Paul, 2 Tim. i. 12. "I know whom I have 
believed, and I am perfuaded that he is able to keep that 
which I have committed to him againft that day." This 
was the Pfalmift's pra<f ice, Pfal. xxxi. 5. " Into thy 
hand I commit my fpirit ; for thou haft redeemed me* 
O Lord God of truth." So the man that dies in faith, 
commits the jewel of his foul to his Redeemer's keeping, 
and confides in his care of it. Why, he made it, he 
hath redeemed it, he loves it, it is his own, a member 
of his body, and he will not hate his own flefti. He 
loves his dying fai«t3 much better than we love an eye, 
a hand, or any other member of our body, which, to be 
fure, we will not loofe, if it be in our power to fave it. 
ijtbly, Dying in faith imports, that the dying faint 
confides in God's faithfulnefs and truth for making good 
all thefe promifes to his church and people after his death, 
which are not yet accomplished. We fhould go off the 
ftage in the firm belief of God's fulfilling all his promi- 
fes concerning the profperity of his church, the calling 
of the Jews, the deftru&ion of Antichrift, and the fe- 
cond coming of our Lord ; and likewife concerning our 
families, that God will be as good as his word, and be a 
father to the fatherlefs, and a hufoand to the widow. 

Would we then be fo happy as to cie in faith, let us 
take thefe advices. 

iji, Let us be careful to get faith beforehand : for 
death is a time to ufe faith, not to get it. They were 
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fooliih virgins who had thek- oil to buy when the bride- 
groom was come. 

2(Ily, Study to live every day in the exercife of faith, 
and be ftill improving and making ufe of Chrifi, in all 
his offices, and for all thefe ends and ufes for which God 
hath giverv him to believers. 

ylly, Be frequently clearing up your evidences for 
heaven, and beware of letting fin blot them to you. 

\thly, Record and lay up the experiences of God's 
kind dealings with you, and be often reflecting upon 
them, that you may have them ready at hand in the 
hour of death. 

Lajlly, Meditate much on thefe promife3 which have 
been fweet and comfortable to you in the time of ftrait ; 
and beg that the Lord may bring them to your remem- 
brance when you come to die. 

Direct, vi. Set the examples of other dying faints before' 
you, andjludy in like manner to fhine in grace, heaven- 
ly difourfe, and he exemplary in piety, and for the glo- 
ry of God, and good of fouls, 'when you are going off 
theftage. 

THIS is the laft opportunity you have of doing fcr- 
vice to God, and the intereft of religion ; where- 
' fore drive to improvejt dilligently for the honour of God, 
and the edification, of thofe that furvive you. Hoy/, 
pleafant is it to fee God's people leaving the world, com- 
mending C brill and "Ms fervice, and pei funning the place 
they lie in with their Iait breath'! I have, Chap. III. Di- 
rect. 5. and 6. adduced feveral modes to prefs this point, 
and given directions concerning the fpeech and behaviour 
of the children of God when on fick-beds, which I fiicdl 
not repeat. 

That which I defign here is, to fet before you the ex- 
amples of fome eminent faints, and their examplary, pious 
and holy fpceches and fayings, when they were a-dying ; 
I and that in order to confirm' and eftablifn others in reli- 
gion, and alto to excite them to imitate thefe finning wur-- 
when they alio come to die. Surely it is for thi'3 
end, that God hath ordered U3 to be c m p a {!">.* d a- 

N 2 
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bout with fo great a cloud of witReffes, Heb. xii. 1.— » 
Thus doth the apoftle improve their example, Heb. xi. 
And how earneft is he in this matter ? Heb. vi. it. 12. 
"And we deiire, that every one of you do fhew the fame 
diligence, to the full affurance of hope unto the end: 
that ye be not flothful, but followers of them, who thro 1 
faith and patience inherit the promifes." 

I (hall begin with fome examples from the facred hif- 
tory ; and, in the firft place, with the King of faints, 
our Lord Jefus Chrift. O how fweet and comfortable 
were his difcourfes unto his difciples, when his death 
drew nigh ! and what a heavenly prayer did he make for 
them, and all his elect ones at that time ! Thcfe we have 
recorded in the 14th, 15th, 16th, and 17th chapters of 
John . which are mod feafonable at all times for us to 
read and meditate upon, but efpecially when death i3 
approaching. And likewife let us read the hiftory of 
uur Lord's paffion, in which we may obferve the won- 
derful exprcfiions of his faith in God, his patience under 
bufferings, his pity to his enemies, his love to his mother 
and his difciples, his concern for his Father's glory, his 
obedience in his death,, and his willingnefs to be offered 
up. Thus the bleffed Sun of right eoufnefs did fliine 
forth moil glorioufly at his fetting, with the radiant 
beams of his heavenly graces and virtues ; and herein he 
hath fet himfelf a pattern to all dying faints to the end 
of the world* 

Jacob, when he was on his death bed, called his fons 
together, and gave them many fpecial charges and blef- 
fings ; we have his excellent words recorded in Gen. 
xlviii. and xlix. chapters. And in particular, how fweet- 
jy doth he fpeak of the coming of the Mefliah to them ? 
Gen. xlix. 10.18. And how affectionately doth he 
commend God's goodnefs and kind providence towards 
him through his life ? Gen. xlviii. 15, 16. " The God 
which fed me all my life long unto this day," &c. 

Jofeph, when he was a-dying, fpoke lovingly to his 
brethren, who had dealt cruelly with him ; and allured 
them of the Lord's faithfulnefs in keeping his promifc 
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to their fathers, Gen. 1. 20. " I die, and God will fure- 
ly vifit you, and bring you out of this land." 

Mofes, when he was to go up to mount Nebo to die 
there, left many bleflings, and gave many weighty char- 
ges to the children of Ifrael ; we have his holy and rav- 
ifhing words recorded, Deut. xxxii. and xxxiii. chapters. 
And particularly how pleafantly doth he commend God, 
and his ways to the people ? Deut. xxxii. 4. " He is 
the Rock, his work is perfect : for all his ways are 
judgment : a God of truth, and without iniquity, juft 
and right is he." 

Jofhua, when he was near his end, gave many folemn 
charges and exhortations to the people, which we have 
narrated, Jofh, xxiii. and xxiv. chapters. And there we 
may fee the remarkable methods he takes to rivet im- 
prelfions and convictions upon them, now when he can 
inflriicl: them no longer. And, particularly, he appeal 
to their confeiences concerning the faithfulnefs of God 
in keeping his word to them, that fo he might engage 
them to fidelity to him, jofh. xxiii. 14. " And behold, 
this day I am going the way of all the earth, and ye 
know in all your hearts and in all your fouls, that not 
one thing hath failed of all the good things which the 
Lord your God ipake concerning you." 

David, when his end was near, affembled the people, 
and folemnly charged them, as in the audience of God, 
to keep his commandments, 1 Chron. xxviii. 8, 9. And 
particularly, he charged Irs fon and fucceffbr Solomon, 
to " know the God ©f his father, and to ferve him with 
a perfect heart, and with a willing mind." 

The apoftle Paul, when taking his laft farewell of the 
elders of Ephefus, he moil folemnly charges them, to 
" take heed to themfdves, and the flocks over which the 
Holy Ghoft had made them overfeers," Acts xx. 28. — 
And how fweetly doth he fing in the view of approach- 
ing death ! 2 Tim. iv. 6,7, 8. " I am now ready to be 
offered, the time of my departure ite at hand. I have 
fought a good fight, I have finimed my courfe, 1 have 
kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up 'for me a 
crown of righteoufnefs, which the Lord, the righteous* 
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Judge fhall give me at thai day ; and not to me only, 
but unto them alfo that love his appearing." 

In imitation of thcfe fcripture faints, the people of 
God in all ages have ftudied to glorify God and edify 
men at their death, by commending God and godlinefs 
to their friends and families. Thefe we ought to teach 
by our example, both how to live and how to die, as 
others have done before us. Thus faid once a dying 
faint to his family, " I have formerly taught you how to 
live, and now I teach you how to die." 

Now, becaufe in all ages the fpeeches of dying Chrif- 
tians have been much obferved, and God hath remarkably 
bleffed them to the ePciblifhrnent and confirmation, 
quickening and exciting of others to imiiate them ; I 
mail bring fcveral examples from human hiftories and 
writings, and moftly from Clark's Lives, of fundry emi- 
nent faints, whofe graces have (hone brighteft, and their 
fpeeches were mod heavenly, when the fun of their life 
was at the fetting., 

i. That old difciple, Polycarp, when he came to the 
flake at which be was burnt, defired to ftand untied, 
faying, " Let me alone, for he that gave me ilrength 
tt> come to the fire, will give me patience to endure the 
flame without your tying." 

2. So holy Cyprian triumphed over death, faying, 
"Let him only fear death, who muft pafs from this 
death to the fecond death." When he heard the fen- 
tence of death pronounced aga'nft him, he faid, " I 
thank God for freeing me from the. prifon of this body."' 

3. Bafil, when the emperor Valens fent his officers to 
tempt him with great preferments to turn from the faith, 
he rejected them with fcorn, faying, " Y'ou may offer 
thefe things to children." And when they threatened 
him with fufferiugs, lie faid, " threaten your purple 
gallants with thefe things, that give themfelv/s to their 
pleafures." 

When Modeftus the perfect threatened Bafil, to con- 
fifcate lis good?, to torment him, to banifh him or kill' 
him, he anfwered, ' ; he need not fear confiscation, that 
ilad nothing to loofe : uor bruufhment, to whom heavca 
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only is a country : nor torments, when his body would 
be dafhed with one blow : nor death, which is the only 
way to fet him at liberty." The perfecl: telling him he 
was mad, faid, Opto me in xternuw, fie Mirare, I wifh I 
may forever be thus mad. 

4. Ignatius being led from Syria to Rome to be torn 
in pieces of wild beafts, he exprefTed his fear left it fhould 
happen to him as to fome others, that the lions out of a 
kind of reverence, would not dare to touch him. And 
therefore he oft wifhed, " that their appetites might be 
whetted to difpatch him. For (faid he) the lions teeth 
are but like a mil!, which though it bruifeth, yet wafteth 
not the good wheat, only prepares and fits it to be made 
pure bread. Let me be broken by them, fo I may be 
made pure manchet for heaven." 

j. The great Mr. Knox, our reformer, when he lay a 
dying, was much in prayer, ever crying, " Come Lord 
Jefus ; fweet Jefus, into thy hands I commend my fpirit." 
Being afked by thofe that attended him, if his pain was 
great ? he anfwered, " That he did not efteem that a 
pain, which would be to him the end of all trouble, and 
the beginning of eternal joys." Oft times, after fome 
deep meditations, he faid, " O ferve the Lord in fear, 
and death fhall not be terrible to you ; Blefled is the 
death of thofe that have part in the death of Jefus." 

After a fore temptation from Satan, (which I former- 
ly mentioned) over which he triumphed at length, he faid, 
"Now the enemy is gone away afhamed, and fhall no more 
return. I am lure now my battle is at an end, and that 
without pain of body, or trouble of fpirit, I (hall fhortly 
change this mortal and miferable life, with that happy 
and immortal life which /hall never have an end." After 
one had prayed for him, he was afked whether he heard 
the prayer ? he anfwered, " Would to Gad you had heard 
it with fuch an ear and heart as I have done ! adding, 
Lord Jefus, receive my fpirit." With which words, 
without any motion of hands or feet, as one falling afleep, 
rather than dying, he ended his life. 

6. Dr. Gouge, when he was old and dying was fore 
affli&ed with the (tone, and other painful ir.siadies \ yet 
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though by reafon of hi : pains he was oft heard to groan, 
he never once grumbled againft the difpenfations of God. 
He never cried out, a great fujferer, but oft, a great/inner; 
yet Mill comforted himfelf, that there is a great Saviour. 
In his greateft torments he would fay, " Well, yet in all 
thefe there is nothing of hell, or of God's wrath. O my 
foul, be filent, be patient : it is thy God and Father that 
thus orders thine eftate. Thou art his clay ; he may 
tread and trample upon thee as he pleaseth ; thou haft 
deferved much more. It is enough that thou art kept 
out of hell ; though thy pains be grievous, yet they are 
not intolerable, thy God affords fome intermiflions ; he 
will tnrn it to thy good, and at length put an end to all ; 
and none of thefe comforts can be expected in hell." In 
his greateft pains, he oft ufed holy Job's words, " Shall 
we receive good from the hands of the Lord, and not evil 
alfo ?" When any of his friends would have comforted 
him, with telling him of his eminent gifts and fervice in 
the miniftry, he would anfwer, " I dare not think of any 
fuch thing for comfort : only Jefus Chrift, and what he 
hath done and endured, is the ground of my furecomfort." 
The thoughts of death were pleafant to him, which he 
often t«rmed, his beft friend, next unto Jefus Chrift. 
And he would blefs God, that he had nothing to do but 
to die. 

7. I have read of another minifter under the like extreme 
pains. When he was afked, how he did ? his frequent 
anfwer was, " The bufli always burning, but not confum- 
ed ; though my pains are above the ftrength of nature, 
yet they are not above the fupports of grace." He 
would pray, " Lord drop comfort into thefe bitter waters 
of Marah. Let the blood of fprinkling which extinguifh- 
eth the fire of thine anger, allay my burning pain. Oh 
if my patience were more, my pains would be lefs; Lord, 
give me patience, and inflift what thou wilt. This is a 
fiery chariot, but it will carry me to heaven. O my God, 
break open the prifon door, and let my poor captive foul 
free: I defire to be diffolved, but enable me willingly to 
wait thy time." He would again cry, " When {halt 
the time come, that I fhall neither fin more, nor ferrov? 
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more: Lord, keep me from difhonouring thy name by 
impatience. Oh, who would not, even in burnings, 
have honourable thoughts of God ! Lord, thou gaveft 
me no occalion to have hard thoughts of thee. Bleffed 
be God, for the peace of mine inward man, when my 
•outward man is fo full of trouble. This is a bitter cup, 
but it is of my Father's mixing; and mall I not then 
drink it?" 

8. Mrs. Jean Aikew, who was a martyr in king Henry's 
reign, to her confeffion in Newgate fhe thus fubferibed ; 
u Written by me Jean Afkew, that neither wifheth 
death, hot feareth its might, and as merry as one bound 
towards heaven." When the chancellor fent her letters 

.at the flake, offering her the king's pardon, if fhe would 
recant; fhe refufed to look upon them, gave thisanfwer: 
" That fhe came not hither to deny her Lord andMafler." 

9. Mr. James Bainham, when he was at the flake in 
the midfl of the burning fire, which had half confumed 
his legs and arms, fpake thefe words; "O ye Papifls! 

I behold ye look for miracles, and here now ye may fee a 
miracle ; for in this fire 1 feel no more pain, than if I 
were in a bed of down ; it is to me as a bed cf rofes." 

10. John Lambert, aB he was burning in Smithfield, 
and his legs were quite confumed with the fire, he lifted 
up his hands, his fingers flaming like torches, but his 
heart abounding with comfort, crying out, " None but 
Chrill, none but Chrift." 

11. Mr. Robert Glover, a little before his death, had 
loll the fenfe of God's favour, for which he was in great 
heavinefs and forrow ; but when he came within fight of 
the flake at which he was to fuffer, he was on a fudden 
fo filled with divine comfort, that, clapping his hands 
together, he cried out to his fervant, " He is come, he 
is come;" and fo died molt cheerfully. 

12. It was a faying of Augufline,' "Boughs fall off 
trees, and flones out of buildings; and why fhould it 
feem flrange that mortal men die ?" 

13. Mr. John Dodd had a violent fever, that there 
was but little hope of his life; yet at length his phyfician 
•coming to him, laid, " Now I have hope of your recovc- 
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ry." To whom Mr. Dodd anfwered, You think to 
comfort me with this, but you make my heart fad. It is 
as if you ihould tell one who had been fore weather-beat- 
en at fea. and conceiving he was now arrived at the haven 
where his foul longed to be, tkat he mud go back again 
to be toffed with new winds and waves." 

He would often fay in his ficknefs, "I am rot afraid to 
look death in the face. I can fay, Death where is thy 
fting ? death cannot hurt me." He ufed to fay, "The 
knowledge of two things would make one willing to die, 
viz. What heaven in, and that ic is mine." " Yes, (faio* 
one) if a man were fure of that." To whom he anfwered, 
*' Truly affurance is to be had ; and what have we been 
doing all this while ?" 

Some other* of the faying"? of tin's holy man were fo 
pithy and remarkable, I cannot pafs them here. 

Once Mr. Dodd coming to vifit a godly minifter on 
his death-bed, who was much oppreffed with mclancho^ 
]y, and complained to him, faying, " O Mr. Dodd, what 
will you fay of him who is going out of the world, and 
can find nc comfort ?" To whom Mr. Dodd anfwered, 
"What will you fay of our Saviour Chrift, who, when 
he was going out of the world, found no comfort, but 
cried out, My God, my God, why haft thou forfaken 
me?" — He faidof affli&ions, "they are God's portions, 
which we may fweeten by faith and faithful prayer; but 
we, for the molt part, make them bitter, putting int» 
God's cup the evil ingredients of our impatience and un- 
belief. — He calls death the friend of grace, though it be 
the enemy of nature; for whereas the word facraments, 
and prayer, do but weaken fin, death kills it." He ufed 
to fay, "A man is never in a hard condition, unlefs he 
have a hard heart, and cannot pray." He inftrudted 
Chriftians how they fhould never have a great nor lading 
affli&ion, and that was, by looking upon the things that 
are not fecn, which are eternal, 2 Cor. iv. 17, 18. For 
what can be great to him that counts the world n. 
And what can be long to him that accounts his i 
a fpan long ? — When he faw a Chriftian look fa 
would fay as Jonadab did to Amnon, " Art thou a 
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f >n, and lookefl fo ill ?" And when fuch complained 
to him c f their lofies and crofTLs, he would ufe the words 
of EHphaz to Job, " Do the confolations of God feem 
fmall unto you ? God hath taken from you your children, 
your goods, &c. but he hath not taken from you him- 
felf, bis Chriit, nor his Spirit, nor heaven, nor eternal 
life." 

To a friend of his that rofe from a mean to a great ef- 
tgte, hi; lent word, " That this was but as if he mould 
go out of a boat into a barge or Pnip ; but he ought fcri- 
oufly to remember, that whilft, he was in this world, he 
was but upon the floating fea. 

I He oft laid, " That if it were lawful to envy an)-, he 
would envy thofe that turn to God in their youth, where- 
ey efcape much fin and forrow, and are like Jacob, 
tint Role the bJefling betimes. He ufed to compare re- 
proofs given in pafTion, to fcalding potions, which the pa- 
tient could not take down; in reproofs we fiiould labour 
for meeknefs of wifdom, ufing foit words and hard argu- 
ments. 

He was a moft popular miniflcr, but much perfecu- 
ted. Once he took a journey to fee his father-in-law, 
Mr. Greenham, and to bemoan himfelf to him, upon ac- 
count of his crones and hard ufage. Mr. Greenham, ha- 
zard all he could fay, anfwered him thus: " Son, 
fon, when affliction lieth heavy, fin lieth light." Mr. 
Dodd ufed oft to blefs God for this fpeech, faying, " It 
Mr. Greenham had bemoaaed hirn as he expected, he 
had done him much hurt." He forgot not this faying 
u his old age, but made excellent ufe of it for himfelt 
and others, 

14. Oecolampadius, that famous divine of Switzer- 
land, when lying on his death-bed, and being afked, 
whether the light did not offend him? he anfwered, point- 
ing to his brcait, Hie fat lucis, "Here is abundance of 
light;" meaning of comfort and joy. He afked one of 
his friend?, What news? His friend anfwered, none. 
Then, faith he, I will tell you fome news ; I (hall pre- 
sently be with my Lord Chrift. 

15. A certain godly man pafiing through hislaft fick- 

O 
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nefs with extraordinary calmnefs of conference, being 
afked by fome of his friends about it, he anfwered, that 
lie had ftedfaftly fixed his heart upon that fweet promife, 
Ifa. xxvi. 3. "Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace 
whofe mind is ftaid on thee ; becaufe he truftcth in thee." 
And my God, faid he, hath gracioufly made it fully 
good unto my foul. 

16. Mr. Robert Bolton, minifler at Bronghton, well 
known by his writings, in the time of his lad ficknefi, 
which was long and (harp, he often breathed out thefe 
words : " Oh, when will this good hour come ? when 
fhall I be difiolred ? when fhall 1 be with Chrift ?" Being 
told, that to be dilTolved was indeed better for him, yet 
it would be better for the church that he would ftay 
h**re ; he anfwered, " If I mail find favour in the eyes 
of the Lord, he will bring me again, and fhew me both 
it and his habitation ; but if otherwife, lo, here I am, 
let him do what fecmeth him good in his eyes." Being 
alked by another, if he could not be content to live, if it 
pleafed God ? he anfwered, " I grant that life is a great 
blefling of God, neither will I neglect any means that 
raay preferve it ; and do heartily fubmit to God r s will ; 
but of the two, I infinitely defire more to be diffolved, 
and to be with Chrift." He bade all that came to fee 
him, make fure of Chrift before they came to die, and 
look upon the world now as a lump of vanity. He en- 
couraged the minifters that came to him, to be dilligent 
and courageous in the work of the Lord, and not to 
faint nor droop for any affliction that fhould arife there- 
upon. 

When he found himfelf very weak, he called fur his 
wife and children. He defired her to bear his diflblution, 
which was now at hand, with a Chriuian fortitude, a 
thing he had been preparing her for by the fpace of 
twenty years ; and bade her make no doubt but fne 
fhould meet him again in heaven. He exhorted his chil- 
dren to remember thefe things he had frequently told 
them before ; adding, " That he hoped and believed, 
that none of them durft think to meet him at tha' great 
tribunal in an unregenerate ftate." 
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Some of his parifh coming to watch with him, it was 
moved, that as by his dodtnne he had difcovered to them 
tbc exceeding comforts that were in Chrift, fo he would 
now tell them what he felt in his own foul. " Al^s," 
faid he, " do you look for that of me now, that wants 
breath and ftrength to fpeak r I have told you enough 
in my miniftry ; but yet to fatisfy you, I am, by the 
wonderful mercies of God, as full of comfort as my 
heart can hold ; and I feel nothing in my foul but Chrift, 
with whom T. heartily defire to be." And obferving 
fome weeping, he looked to them and faid, " Oh, what 
a deal ado there is before one can die." 

When' the pangs of death were upon him, being told, 
that fome of his dear friends were about him, to take 
their Iaft farewel, he caufed himfelf to be raifed up in 
his bed ; and after a few gafpings for breath, he faid, 
" I am now drawing on apace to my diflblution ; hold 
out, faith and patience, your work will fpeedily be at an 
end." And then ftiaking them all by the hands, he 
prayed heartily and particularly for them, and deiired 
them to make fure of heaven, and to bear in mind what 
he had formerly told them in his miniftry, protefting to 
them, that the doctrine he had preached to them for the 
fpace of twenty years was the truth of God, as he ihoulcl 
anfwer it at the tribunal of Chrift, before whom he 
fhould fhortly appear. 

When he was ftfuggling with death, a veiy dear friend 
taking him by the hand, afked him if he felt not much 
pain ? " Truly no (faid he) the greateft I feel is your 
cold hand." 

17. Mr. John Holland, a godly minifter, continued 
his ufual practice of expounding the fcripture in his fam- 
ily to the laft ; and the day before his death he called for 
a bible, and caufing another to read the 18th chapter of 
Romans, he difcourfed upon it, verfe by verfe ; but on a 
fudden he faid, " O Hay your reading ; what brightnefs 
is this I fee ? have you lighted up any candle ?" A 
ftander by faid no, it is the furtfhine, (for it was about 
five o'clock in a clear fummer's evening) " Sunftiinc, 
faid he, nay, it is my Saviour's funfhm.c* Now farewe! 
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world ; welcome heaven ; the day-flar from on high- 
hath vifited my heart : O fpeak it when I am gone, and 
preach :: at my funeral; God dealcth familiarly with 
man ; I feel his mercy, I fee his majefty ; whether in t!h« 
body or out of the body, I cannot tell, God he knoweth ; 
but I fee things that are unutterable." And in this rap- 
ture he continued till he died. 

1 8. I knew not long ago, an eminently godly man, 
G. M. that fell into feveral fuch extraordinary raptures 
fometime before his death, fuch as hit bodily ftrength and 
fpirit were not able to fupport under, though he had no 
iicknefs. Sometimes he was fo f wallowed up and over- 
come by the manifeftations of God's love to his foil!, 
that his words could not be well underftood ; his natural 
colour, heat, and ftrength, would fo go off, that all 
about him would conclude him to be dying : but when 
he was able to get words uttered, they were fo heavenly 
and raviihing concerning the love of Chrift, and freedom 
cf grace, that by-ftanders could not hear him without 
weeping. Sometimes mimftefs, when they came to vifit 
him, and found him in thefe raptures, were forced to 
turn all their prayers in his behalf into praifes ; except 
fome petitions they would put up to God, <k That he 
might gracior.fly fpare and be tender of his weak holy, 
asd enable him to bear that load of loving kindnefs God 
was pleafed to let out to him, and which his preient bod- 
ily ftrength was not Fufficieot for." Yea, they would 
be put to cry, "Lord, if it be thy will, hold thy hand, 
for he is but a clay veftel ; this new wine will burft the 
old bottle ; preferve him in life as a monument of the 
rich grace of God, for the conviction of Atheifts and 
carnal people, and for the confirmation of the faith of 
the children of God." — Sometimes he would cry in ab- 
rupt exprefiions, " O angels ! help me to praife him ! 
O faints admire his love, and wonder at him. —Again,. 
O flames of love ! my foul feeth Chrift! the heavens, 
open ! I fee a throne, and the Lamb in the midft of the- 
throne! O what think yc of Chrift ? my foul breathes, 
breathes towards him ! my fpirit is exhaled out of rae 
by the irjiuii reflations of God !" He ufed frequently to 
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fay with a heavenly air to his friends, " O what think ye 
ofChvift?" When his ccftacy did fomewhat abate, fo 
that he attained a pleafant calmnefs of thought, ar.d 
freedom of fpeech, he would difcourfe of the myftenes 
of religion, the electing love of God, the freedom of 
grace, the unfearchable riches of Chrift, and the glori- 
ous contrivance of redemption through his death and fac- 
rifice; I fay, he would talk of all thefe things more like an 
angel than a man., for fuch was his heavenly eloquence, 
fluency of words, and facility of fpeaking upon thefe 
fubje&s, (whirh olherwife was not natural to him) that 
thofe who came to fee him were exceedingly furprifed 
and aflonifhed to hear him. His body gradually weak- 
ened under thefe raptures of fpirit, and he longed much 
to be ofF the world, becaufe he thought he could be fo 
little ufeful in it for advancing God's honour. He 
reckoned himfelf bound to improve the fhort time he 
was like to have tare, in commending Chrift and religion 
to all that he had accefs to, and alfo to admonifli them 
of any thing he knew amifs in them, which he did mod 
convincingly. And having occalion to fee fome who 
vilipended the eflablifhed church and the ordinances, ar.d 
told them, that from his own fweet experience he could 
fay, that God was to be found in them. He feemed to 
have fin wonderfully mortified ; for he complained of no 
other heart-plague but felf, and it was his great excrciiV 
to get felf wholly fubdued ; he purfued it through many 
of its windings and lurking place?, and after all he would 
rigrct his little fuccefs again'l it. " For (faid he) when 
I am in my moll elevated frames, and admitted to the 
neareft accefs to my Redeemer, that fubtle enemy felf 
will enter in with me, and offer to pull the crown off his 
head before my face." 

Once after hearing a fermon on Pfal. Ixxxv. 8. " I will 
hear what God the Lord will fpeak," he broke out in a 
rapturous difcourfe to oug that came to fee him, ^blcffing 
God that he had fpoke to him in that fermon. "And 
(faid he) what am I that the Rock of Ifrael mould 
have fpoke to me thefe three fermo.i-days bygone, af- 
furinc me that all my fins are forgiven ! What am I 3 a 
6 O 2 
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vile worm, that he fliould be fo hind and condefcendingv 
as to difcover Chrift and heaven in fucli a manner to me, 
and aflure nic that I will (hortly be with him ! Oli I 
thought that I had finned him away from me, but I fee 
he will not bide away ! O admirable free grace ! O help 
me to praife him !" 

When death drew near, there was fome alteration in 
his cafe ; yet he never qucftioned his inten.ll in Cliriil ; 
but Rill afferted, " I know he is my God and my Re- 
deemer, and I will fhortly be with him." And once 
when he was ready to complain for want of God's wont- 
ed manifeftations, he faid, " The Lord knew his body 
was now weak, and could not bear what formerly h 
met with, yet (faid he) glory to his name, he hath 
me three blinks fince my laft illnefs began." 

19. Dr. Harris, head of Trinity-college in Oxford, 
in his lail ficknefs uled to exhort all about him I 
faith above all things. " It is (faid he) your vi'< 
vour peace, your life, your crown, and your el 
piece of fpiritual armour. Howbeit, get on all other 
piece, and go forth in the Lord's might : Stand to the 
fight, and the ifTue (hall be glorious. Only forge* 
to call in the help of your General. Do all from him 
and under him." — On the Lord's days he would not 
Lave any kept from the ordinances upon his account ; 
and, when they returned from the fermons, he would 
fay to them, ' Come, what have you for me ?" And 
when any gave him account of what they had hear 
would refume the heails thereof, and fay, " O what ex- 
cellent truths are thefe ! Lay them up carefully, for 
you will have need of them." When friends came to 
vifit him, he would fay, " I cannot fpeak, but I can 
hear." Being afked, where his comfort lay ? «He an- 
fwered, " In Chrift, and in the free grace of God." 

One telling him, that he might take much comfort in 
his labours, and the good he had done ; his anfwer was, 
*' All is nothing without a Saviour, without him my 
belt works would condemn me. Ols I am aihamed of 
them, they are fo mixed with fin. J have done nothing 
&r God as I ought. Oh, lofs of time fits very heavy 
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cpon my fpirit. Work, work apace ; affure yourfelve* 
nothing will more trouble you when you come to die, 
than that you have done no more for God, who hath 
-> much for you." 
Sometimes he ufed thus to breathe out himfelf, " I 
never in all my life faw the worth of a Chrift, nor tailed 
nefs of God's love in that meafure as now T do." 
ig afked -by minifters. what they fhould chiefly re- 
ft for him ? he anfwercd, " Do not only pray for 
T.raife God that he fupports me, and keeps off 
in from me in my weaknefs ; beg that I may hold 
rut. I am now a gbod way home, near the fhore, I 
you toiling on the fca ; Oh, it is a good time to 
<ut i.i." 

In all the letter-v.iils which he mace, he took care 
this legacy mould Hill beinferted; "Ile?n, I bequeath 
to all my children, and to their children's children, to 
inch of them a bibie, with this infeription, None but 
Chrift." He ufed to fay, « It is a hard thing for a 
faint to forgive himfelf fome faults, when God hath for- 
them." 
David Chitueus, when he lay a dying, lift i.p !n . 
head frerr. the pillow t« hear the difcourfes of bis fitefl 
that fat by him, and faid, '* That he fiiould die with the 
greater comfort, if he might die learning fomething." 

21. Mr. Cooper, when a-dying faid, " I faw not my 
children when they were in the womb, yet there the Lord- 
fed them without my career knowledge. I fliall not 
fee them when I go out of the body, yet fhall they 
not want a father." Again, death is fomewhat dricry, 
and the flreams of that Jordan between us and cur Cr- 
uaan run furioufly, but they ftand ftill when the ark 
comet." 

22. The Reverend Mr. Halyburton, that mining lighi 
in St Andrews, when a-dying commended Chrift and 
godlinefs with great earr.eflnefs, to all that came to fee 
him. He exhorted his brethren to diligence in the mis- 
istry. "It was the delight of my heart (faid he) to 
preach the gofpel : I deiired to decreafe, that thebrid 
jroora migh increafe j and to be nothing that he mia« 
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be all. I repent I did not more for him. O that I l.ad 
the tongues of men and angels, to praife him!" When 
he was advifed to lie quiet, he faid, " Whereon mould a 
man bellow his lad breath, but in commending the Lord 
Jefus Chrift, God clothed in our nature, dying for our 
fins ?" 

He cauftd read one of Mr Rutherfod's letters, viz. 
that to Mr. John Mein, and thereafter faid, " That is a 
book I would commend to you all, there is more practi- 
cal religion in that letter, than in a book of a larger vol- 
ume." 

He exhorted fome minifters that came to fee him to 
faithfulnefs. " As for the work of the miniftry (faid he,} 
it was my deliberate choice, were my days lengthened 
out much more, and days as troubltforrie as they are like 
to be, I would rather be a contemned minifter of God, 
than the greateft prince on earth." — He faid, when ta- 
king farewell of his wife, children and fervants, "Here 
is a demonftration of the reality of religion, that I a poor, 
weak, timorous man, as rauch afraid of death as any, am 
now enabled, by the power of grace, compofedly and 
with joy to look death in the face, I dare look' it in the 
face inits moil ghaflly fnape, and hope within a little to 
have the victory. I cannct but commend the Lord Je- 
fus. As far as my word will go, I mull, proclaim it, he 
is the bed matter that ever I faw." To his fon who was 
a child, he faid, "If I had as many fons as there are hairs 
in your head, I would bellow them all on God." — To 
fomeprcfent he faid, "O firs, I dread mightily that a 
rational fort of religion is coming in among us; I mean 
by it, a religion that coniiils in a bare attendance on out- 
duties and ordinances, without the power of godlintf-j 
and thence people (hall fall into a way of ferving God, 
which is mere dcifm, having no relation to Chrill Jefus 
and the fpirit of God." — He expreffed his fears of a florin 
coming on the church of Scotland; but he faid, "The 
day would O'eak, and the Lord would arife, and he ho- 
ped the church would be made a wonder, and the 
Lord will fay, Lo, this people have I formed for my- 
he can make a nation to. be born at once." He cri- 
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rd often with the fpoufe in the fong, " When {hall the 
(]:\y break, and the fnadows fly away? Turn my belov- 
ed, and be thou as a roe, or a young hart on the moun- 
tains or" Bether." 

He faid, " Shall I forget Zion ? Nay, let my right 
hand forget her cunning, if I prefer not Jerafalem to my 
chiefeft joy. O to have God returning to this church, 
and his work going on in the world; if every drop of my 
blood, every bit of my body, every hair of my head, 
were all men ; they mould all go to the fire to have this 
going on." — He faid, "If I would fay, that I would 
fpeak no more in the name of the Lord, it would be like 
a fire within me. I am calling you to fee a miracle. God 
is melting me down into corruption and dull, and yet he 
is keeping mc in a calm. — I could not believe that I 
would have borne, and borne cheerfully this rod fo long; 
this is a miracle, pain without pain; and this is not a 
fancy of a man difordcredin his brain, but of one lying 
in full compofure. O blefied be God, that ever I was 
born. I have a father and mother and ten brethren and 
fifters in heaven, and I fhall be the eleventh. I {hall 
fhoitly be at that gl»ry that I have been long expe&ing. 
Though I come not near Mr Shield's glory, nor Mr.An- 
derfon's, yet I will be well enough if 1 win it. Worthy 
is the lamb to receive glory." 

24. Mr Hugh Mackaiil, in his fpeech before his 
death, faith, " I have efteemed the folemn engagement 
of this nation to the Lord, pregnant performances of 
that promifc, Ifa. sliv. 5, where it is evident that where 
church reformations come to any maturity, they arrive 
at this degree of faying, I am the Lord's, and fubfefi- 
bing with the hasd unto the Lerd. So was it in ite 
days of the reforming kings of Judah, and after the res- 
toration from the captivity of Babylon in the days ofNe- 
hemiah. This fame promife did the Lord Jefus re 6 

and amen to us, when he redeemed us from fpiritual 
Babylon — I glorify- him, that he hath called me forth 
to fuffer for his name and ordinances, and the folemn en- 
gagements of the land to him. Hereafter I will not talk 
with lie fli and blood, nor think on the world's confok- 
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tions. Farewell all my friends, whofe company hath 
been refrefhful to me in my pilgrimage. I have done 
with the light of the fun and moon. Welcome eternal 
life, everlalting love, everlafting praifc, evcrlalling glo- 
ry. Praife to him that fits upon the throne and to the 
Lamb forever." 

\%±. The famous Mr. Durham being vifited by a min- 
ifterrn his laft ficknefs, which was long and lingering, 
who faid to him, fir, I hope you have fo ftt all in order, 
that you have nothing elfe to do but die, I blefs 
God (faid Mr. Durham) I have nothad that to do neither 
thefe many years. 

25. Mr. IlowlandNevet,his dying prayer forhis children 
was that the Mediator's bleffing might be the portion of 
every one of them. Adding to them, I charge you all, 
fee to it, that you meet me on ■the/rigbt hand of Chrilt 
at the great day. When he was fometimes much fpent 
with his labours he would appeal to God, that 'hough 
he might be wearied in his fervice, he would never be 
weary of it. Being oft diftempered in his body, he would 
fay, he was never better than in the pulpit, and that it 
the bed place that he could with to die in. 

26. Mr. Philip Henry, when a-dying, his pains were 
very fharp,he faid to his neighbours who came to fee him, 

make fure work for your fouls by getting an intereft in 
Chrift, while you are in health ; for if I had that work to 
do now, what would come of me. A little before his 
laftillnefs he wrote to a reverend brother, " Methinks it 
is ftrange, that it mould be your lot and mine to abide 
fo long on earth by the ftufF, when fo many of our friendi 
are dividing the fpoil above; but God will have itfo; 
and to be willing to live in obedience to his holy will, is 
as true an act of grace as to be willing to die when he 
(#;d!s." One afked him how he did, he anfwered, " I 
iindthe chips fly ofFapace, the tree will be down {hort- 
ly." He was fometimes taken with fainting fits, which 
when he recovered from, he would fay, " Dying is but a 
little more." Once h* faid after recovery, " Well I 
thought I had been putting into the harbour, but 1 find 

1 muil yet to fea again," 
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2-. Mr. Matthew Henry, his death was fomcwhat 
fudden, he faid a little before, to fome about him, " You 
have been ufed to take notice of the fayings of dying men ; 
this is mine, That a life fpent in the fervice of God, and 
communion with him, is the moft comfortable and plea.- 
fant life that any one can live in this world." 

28. Holy and learned Mr. Rutherford, a little before 
his death, let a written teftimony to our covenanted work 
of reformation ; and therein he proves the warrantable- 
nefs of nations entering into covenant with God under 
the New Teftament times, and (hews, that this practice 
is the accomplishment of feveral Old Teftament prophe-' 
ees, fuch as Jer. 1. 4. 5. Ha. ii. 3. Zech. viii. 2. Ifa. 
xix. 23, 24, 25. which relate to gofpel-times. And when 
he was dying, he fent feveral meffages to the prefbytery 
of St. Andrews, defiring them to adhere to God's caufe 
and covenant. — In his ficknefs he oft broke out in facred 
rapture6, extolling and commending the Lord Jefus, 
whom he often called his bleffed Mafter, his kingly King. 
When his death drew near, he faid, I mall mine, I (hall 
fee him as he is, I (hall fee him reign, and all his fair 
company with him, and I (hall have my large (hare : my 
eyes (hall fee my Redeemer, thefe very eyes of mine, and 
no other for me."— When exhorting one to be diligent 
in feeking God, " It is no cafy thing to be a Chriftian ; 
but for me, I have gotten the victory, and Chrift is hold- 
ing out both his arms to embrace me." — He was won- 
derfully ftrengthened againft the fears of fuffering and of 
death, " For," fay he, " I faid to the Lord, if he (hould 
flay me five thoufand times, I would truft in him ; and I 
fpoke it with much trembling, fearing I (hould not make 
my heart good. But as really as ever he fpoke to me by 
his Spirit, he witneffed unto my heart, that his grace 
(hould be fufficent for me." — He faid to fome minifters 
that came to fee him, "My Lord and Mafter is the chief 
often thoufand of thoufands, none is comparable to him 
in heaven or in earth. Dear brethren, Do all for him, 
pray for Chrift, preach for Chrift, feed the flock com- 
mitted to your charge for Chrift; vifit and catechife for 
Chrift: do all for Chrift, and beware of man-pleafing. 
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Feed the flock out of love, the chief fliepherd will appear 

fhortly." Once when he recovered from a fainting 

fit, he faid, " I feel, I feel, I believe, I enjoy, I re- 
joice, I feed on manna ." — As he took a little wine in a 
fpoon, Mr. Robert Blair faid to him, You feed on the 
dainties of heaven, and think nothing of our cordials on 
earth. He anfwered they are all but dung, yet they are 
Chrift's creatures, and in obedience to his command, I 
take them — After fome difcourfe Mr. Blair faid to him, 
what think you now of Chritl ! to which he replied, I 
fliall live and adore "him, glory, glory to my Creator, and 
to my Redeemer forever. Glory fhines in Immanuel's 
land. — Afterwards he faid, O that my brethren did 
know what a matter I have ferved, and what peace I 
have this day ! I fhall fieep in Chrifl, and when I awake 
I lhall be fatisfied with his likenefs.'' Then he faid this 
night fhall clofe the door, and put my anchor within the 
veil; I fhall go away in a flccp by five o'clock in the 
morning:" which exactly fell out. That night, though 
he was very weak, he oft had this expreffion, O for arms 
to embrace him ! O for a well tuned harp ! 

When fome fpoke to him of his former painfulnefs and 
faithfulnefs in the work of God; he faid, " I difclaim all 
that; the port I would be in at, is redemption and for- 
givenefs of fins through his blood." His laft words were, 
" Glory, glory dwelleth in Immanuel's land." 

29. Hugh Kennedy, provoft of Ayr, whe'n he was 
a-dying, a miniiler faid to him, You have caufe, Sir, to 
be afiured that the angels of God are now waiting at 
the ftoupsof this bed to convey your foul to Abraham's 
bofom : to whom his anfwer was, " I am furc thereof; 
and if the walls of this houfe could fpeak, they could 
tell how many fweet days I have had in fellowfhip with 
God, and how familiar he hath been with my foul." — 
He was one of the greateft wrefllers with God that was 
in the age wherein lie lived, and had moil remarkable re- 
turns of prayer. The great Mr. Welfh, in a letter from 
France, faid to him, " Happy is that city, yea, happy 
is that nation, that hath a Hugh Kennedy in it; I have 
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myfelf certainly found the anfwers of his prayers fro«.«- 
the Lord in my behalf." 

30. The great Mr. Robert Bruce, miniller of Edin- 
burgh, when dying through weaknefs and old age, be- 
ing afked by one of hio friends, How matters ftood now 
betwixt God and his foul? anfucrcd, "When I was 
young, I was diligent, and lived by faith on the Son of 
God; but now I am old, and net able to do fo much; 
yet he condefcends to feed me with lumps of fenfe.'* 
Tint morning before he died, he came to breakfaftat hi» 
table, and having eat, as he ufed, one fingle egg; he 
faid to his daughter, I think I am yet hungry, you may 
'bring me another. But prefently he fell into a deep med- 
itation; and having Miffed a while, he faid, "Hold, 

iter., hold* my Mailer calls me." With thefe word* 

Jit failed him, whereupon he called -for the Bible ; 

ding his light gone, he fiiid, " Call me up the 

1 chapter of the cpillle to the Romans, and fet my 

on thefe words, ' I am perfuaded, that neither 

death, nor life, nor angels, Sec. fhallbe able to feparate 

me from the love of God, which is in Chrift Jefus my 

Lord.' Now, faith he, is my finger ypon them? they 

told him it was. Then, without any more, he faid, 

"Now God be with you, my children, 1 have breakfail- 

ed with you, and fhall fup with my Lord Jefils Chriit 

this night." And fo gave up the gholh. 

31. John Stewart, provoft of Ayr, was a Angularly 
pious man ; yet when he lay a dying, he faid to fome 
about him. " I go the way of all flefh, and it may Le 
fome of you -doubt nothing of my well being : yea, I telU 
ify, that except' when I iiept, or was on buiintfs, I was 
not thefe ten years without thoughts of God, fo long cs 
I could be in going from my houfe to the crofs; and yet 
I doubt myfelf, and am in great agony, yea, at the brink 
ofdefpair.'" But a day or two before he died, he turn- 
ed his face to the wall from company for two hour?. 
Then Mr. Fergufon the minifter coming in, a Iked what 
he was a-dohig? upon which'- he turned himfelf witk 
thefe words, "'f.have been fighting and working out my 
fa! vat ion with fc^F and trembling; and now I blefs God, 

P 
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it is perfected, i'ealcd, confirmed, and all fears are gone." 
32. Luther, when he fell lick, made his" will, in 
which he bequeathed his deteitation of Popery to hi* 
friends, and to the pallors of the church, having before 
made this verfe, 

Feftis eram vivue, morfeni cro mors tua, Papa, 

In his laft will, he faith, " O Lord God, I thank 
thee that thou would ll have me live a poor and indigent 
perfon upon earth. 1 have neither houfe norlands, nor 
poffefiions, nor money to leave. Thou, Lord, haft given 
me wife and children ; them, Lord, I give back un- 
to thee. Nourifii, inftrudt, aud keep them. O thou 
the father of orphans, and judge of the widow:, a9 thou 
haft done to me, fo do to them." 

In his.laft prayer, Feb. 18th. 1546 he hath ihefe words: 
" I pray God to prefervehis gofpel among us; far the 
Pope, and the Council of Trent, have grievous tilings 
in hand. O heavenly father, I give tliee thanks that 
thou haft revealed to me thy fon Jefus Chrift, whom I 
believe, whom I proftfs, whom I glorify, and whom the 
Pope and the root of the wicked perfecute and dishonour." 
Mr. Fox faith of Luther, "That a poor friar mould be 
able to ftand againft the Pope was a great miracle; that 
he mould prevail againft the Pope was a greater; and af- 
ter all to die in peace, having fo many enemies, was the 
great eft of all." 

33. Mr. Jofeph Allein, a moil painful, laborious min- 
ifter, being deprived of the ufe of his arms and legs be- 
fore his death, was afked by a friend, how he could be i'o 
well contented to lie fo long in that condition? He an- 
fwered, "What! is God my Father, jefus Chrift my 
Saviour, and the Holy Spirit my Sanclifier and Com- 
forter; and (hall I not be content without limbs and 
health? He is an unreafonable wretch thr.t cannot be 
content with a God, though he had nothing cifc." 

When his people of Taunton came to Dorchefter to 

fee him, r where be lay ; he was much revised, and would 

be let up in the bed, have his curtains drf wn by, and de- 

'hem to ftand round I caufed to 
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take our his hand, and held it out to them, that they 
might take it, as he ufed formerly to do, when he had 
heen abfent from them. And though very weak, yet 
he fpokc to them thus, " O how it rtjoiceth my heart to 
fee your faces, and to hear your voices, though I cannot 
fpeulc as heretofore unto you. Mej.hinks, 1 am now- 
like old Jacob, with all his fons about him. Now you 
fee my weak eftate; thus I have been for many weeks 
fince I parted with you, but God hath been with me. 
My friends, life is mine, death is mine ; in that covenant 
of which I preached to you, is all my falvat'on, and all 
my defire : Although my body do not profper, I hope 
through grace my foul doth. / have lived a tweet life by 
the promifes, and I hope through grace can flic by a pro- 
nvife. It is the promifes of God that wilt {land by us. 
Nothing but God in them will ftand us in the day of af- 
fliction. My dear friend-*, I feel the power of thefe doc- 
trines I preached to you on my heart, the doclrir.es of 
faith, of repentance, of felf-denial, of the covenant of 
grace, of contentment, Sec. O that you would live them 
over, ntw I cannnot preach them to you ! It ifi a fharrse 
for a believer to be cart down under afflj&iohs, that hath 
fa many glorious p> ivileges, juftification, adoption, fanctS 
ification, and eternal glory. We fh^I! be as. the a.:- 
geta of God in a little while; nay, to fay the truth bt- 
1-evcrs are, as it were, little angels already, that live i:i 
the power of faith. O my friends, live like believers, 
trample this dirty world under your feet ; be not taken 
with its comforts nor difquieted with its crofTefs, you 
vvi'l he gone out of it fhortlv." 

When they came to take leave of him. he wotjld needs 
pray with them, as his weak ftatc did fuffer him. Then 
he laid, " Farewell my dear friends; go home and live 
over what I have preached to you, and the Lord prpvide 
for you when I am gone. Now I cannot preach to you, 
but let ruy wafted ftrength, and ufelefs limbs, be a'fer- 
mpn to you. 1 am aft aid of fome cf you, after all I have 
fpoken to you. There ae many profeflbrs, who can 
pray well, and talk well, whom we mail find at the left 
hand of Chi iit another day. You have your trades. 
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your eftates, your relations; be not taken with 
thefe, but with God ; O live on him. For the Lord's 
fake, go home and take heed of the world, worldl) t 
wor].':y comforts, worldly relations, Sec. Oh I let not my 
iabours and fuffermgs, let not my wafted ftrcngth, and 
ufelefs limbs, rife up in judgment againft you at the 
great day of the Lord," Then he faid, " The Lord 
liaving given authority to his minifters to blefs his peo- 
ple, accordingly I blefs you in his name," (ufing the 
words he always ufed after facraments) " The Lord blefe 
you and keep you, the Lord caufe his face to (bine upon 
,you, and give you peace. And the God of peace, that 
brought again from the dead our Lord Jefus, that great 
•Shepherd of the Sheep, through the blood of the ever- 
fafling covenant, make you perfect in every good work 
to do his will, working in you that which i3 well plea firfg 
in his fight, through Jefus Chrift; to whom be glory for- 
ever and ever. Amen " 

In the morning?, his firft fpeeches would be, (which 
he alfo ufed in his health) " Now we have one day more ; 
this is one more for God; how let us live well this day, 
work hard for our fouls; lay up much treafure in heaves 
this day, f< r we hive but a few to liv^" 

Being trkea to the Bath, where he met with extraor- 
dinary kindnefs from ftranger?, for many rcforted to him, 
to fee- him, and hear him fpeak, having heard what a 
monument of mercy he was ? he did delight liimfelf much 
in the confideration of the Lord's kindnefs to him, and 
the token's of ftrangcrs their love, and w ould often fay, 
"Iwas a ftranger, and mercy took me in; in prifon, and 
it came to me ; fick and weak, and it vifited me." N. B. 
Jle had been much perfecuted, and put in prifon, for no 
other crime but preaching the gofpe!. 

lie had a moft pious and affectionate wife, that waited 
clofely upon him, to whom he faid, " Now, .my dear 
heart, my companion in all my tribulations and afflic- 
tions. I thank thee for all thy pains and lab ars for me at 
home and abroad, in priion and liberty, in health and 
ficknefs," And he prayed, that the Lord would requite 
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lier, fill her with all manner of grace and confutations, 
and fupport and carry her through all difficulties. 

He had fome conflicts with Satan a little before his 
death: once he uttered thefe words, "Away thou foul 
fiend, thou enemy of all mankind, thou fubtle fophiiter, 
art thou come now to mole it me ? Now I am jtill going i 
Nisvv I am fo weak, and death upon me! Trouble me not, 
for I am none of thine ! I am the Lord's ; Chrift is mine, 
and I am his, his by covenant; I have fworn myfelf 
to be the Lord's, and his I will be; therefore be gone." 
Thefe lalt words he repeated often, as pleading his cov- 
enanting with God, as a mean to refill the devil and his 
temptations. When he looked on his weak confumed 
hands, he would fay, li Thefe (hall be changed: this vile 
body fliall be made like to Chrift's glorious body. O what 
a glorious day will the day of refurre&ion be! Methinks 
I fee it by faith: ho.v will the faints lift up their heads, 
and rejoice? and how fadly will the wicked world look 
then ! O come let us make hafle ; our Lord will come 
fhortly ! If we long to be in heaven, let us haften with 
our work : for when that is done, away we (hall be fetch- 
ed, O this vain, foolifh, dirty world ! / wonder how 
reafonable creatures can fo doat upon it ! What is in it 
worth the looking after! I care not to be in it longer 
than while my Mafler hath either doing or fufTering work 
for me : were that done, farewell to earth." 

This eminent faint had this teftirnony given him by 
one; It may be faid of him, in as high a degree as of 
molt faiifts on earth, that each thought was to him a 
prayer, each prayer a fong, each day a Sabbath, each 
meal a facrament, and fo his life on earth a foretafle of 
that eternal repaft, to which he hath now arrived. 

34. The noble Marquis of Argyll, being a zealous 
friend of our covenanted reformation, was put to death 
May 27, 1661. His friends contrived methods for ma- 
king his efcape out of the cattle of Edinburgh ; but he 
thanked them, and told them, he would not difown the 
caufe he had fo publicly efpoufed, btrt refolved to fuffer 
the utmofi. When the fentenee of death was patted by 
the parliament, on Saturday May 25th, he faid, " /had 

v'z 
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the honor to fet the crown upon the king's head, and 
now he haftens me to a better crown than hit own " 
Then he was fent to the tolbooth. His excellent lady 
embracing him when he entered, wept bitterly, faying, 
feveral times, " The Lord will require it." Not any in 
the room could refrain from tears ; but the Marquiahim- 
felf was perfectly compofedj and faid, " Forbear, for- 
bear; truly / pity them, they know not what they are 
doing: they may flint mc in where they pleafe, but 
they cannot fhut out God from me. For my part, / am 
as content to be here as in the caflle, and as content in 
the caftle as in the tower of London," (where he was firfl. 
put,) ** and as content there as when at liberty; and / 
hope to be as content upon the fcaffuld as any of them 

all." He added, that he remembered a fcripture cited 

to him lately by an honefl minifter in the caflle, and en- 
deavoured to put it in pra&ice, when Ziglag was taken 
and burnt, and the people fpoke of ftoning David, ** He 
encouraged himfelf in the Lord his God." All his fhort 
time, till Monday, he fpent with the great eft ferenity and 
cheerfulnefs, and in the proper exerciles of a dying 
Cbriftian. He faid to fome minifters allowed to be with 
him in the prifon, that fhortly they would envy him who 
was got before them — And added, " Mind that J tell 
you, my fkill fails me, if you who are minifters will not 
cither fuffer much, or fin much: for though you go 
along with thefe men in part, if you do it not in all things, 
■you are but where you are, and fo mult fuffer; and if 
you go not at all in with them you fhall but fuffer." 

Tbe Marquis was naturally timorous, but he defired 
thofe about him to obferve, as he could not but do, that 
the Lord had heard his prayers, and removed all fear 
from him. And indeed his friends work was to reftrain 
and qualify his fervent longings after his diffolution, and 
not to fupport him under the near views of it. The 
Lord was exceeding kind to him at this time: for upon 
Monday morning, that day he fuffered, when he was i» 
the midft of company, and thronged in fubferibing pa- 
pers relating to his eftate, he was fo overcome with a fin- 
gaiar jnaiufeftauon from God, that ke broke out in a 
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rapture, and faid, " / thought to have concealed the 
Lord's goodnefs, but it will not do; /am now ordering 
my affairs, and God is fealing my charter to a better in- 
heritance, and juft now faying tome, Son, be of good 
cheer, thy fins are forgiven thee." After he had retired 
fometimc alone, when he opened the door, Mr. Hutche- 
fon, one of the miniflers that attended him, faid to him, 
What cheer, my lord? lie anfwered, «' Good cheer, Sir, 
the Lord hath again confirmed and faid to me, from hea- 
ven, Son, be cf good cheer, thy Jins are forgiven thee." 
And he guflied out in abundance of tears of joy, fo that 
he retired to the windows, and wept there. Afterwards 
lie faid in a perfect rapture to Mr. Hutchefon, " I think 
his kindnefs overcomes me ; K but God is good to me, that 
lets not out too much of it here, for he knows I could 
jiot bear it : get my cloak and let us go." But being 
told that the town-clock was kept back, fo that the 
hour was not yet come ; he anfwered, " they are far in 
the wrong;" and prefently kneeled down, and prayed 
before all prefenl, in a molt fvveet and heavenly manner, 
to the refreshment of all that were there. 

When he was going out to the fcaff jld, he faid, I 
could die like a Roman, but I choofe rather to die as a 
chritlian. Come away, gentlemen, he that goes firft, 

goes cleanlieft." When going down, he called Mr. 

James Guthrie to him, and embracing him in the moft 
endearing way, took his farewel of him. Mr. Guthrie, 
at parting, addreffed the Marquis thus, "My lord, God 
hath been with you, he is with you, and God will be 
with you; arid fuch is my refpect for your lordfhip, that 
if I were not under the fentence of death myfelf, I could 
cheerfully die for your lordfhip." So they parted for a 
fhort feaion, in (wo or three days to meet in a better 
place. 

The Marquis, in his fpeech on the fcafFold, hath thefe 
words, " God hath laid engagements upon Scotland; 
we are tied by covenant to religion and reformation. 
Thofe that were then unborn are engaged to it, and it 
paffeth the power of any under heaven to abfolve a man 
from the oath of God." 
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3J. Mr. John WeHh, mitiiler of the gofpel at Ayr, 
ivhom Mr. Rmherford (in his preface to liis furvcy of 
Antiuomianifm) calls that apoftolic, heavenly and pro- 
pheticalman of God; and there tells us, that he had it 
from thofe that were witneffes of his life, that of every 
twenty-four hours he gave ufually eight to prayer, and 
that he fpent many nights in prayer to God, interceding 
for fufftrkrg Proteftants abroad, as well as for his mother- 
church. This holy man, when prifoner in the caftle of 
Blacknefs, and in the view of death, (being condemned 
to.it for maintaining the liberties of this church, though 
afterwards the fentence was changed into banifhment,) in 
his letter to a chriftian lady hath theft words: 

" I long to eat of that tree which is planted in the 
midft of the paradife of God, and to drink of the pure 
river clear as chryfcal, that runs through the ftreet of 
the New-Jerufalem, I long to be refrefhed with the 
fouls of them that are under the altar, who wrerfc flaiin 
for the word of God, and the teftimony that they held ; 
and to have thefe long white robes given rnc, that I may 
walk in white raiment with thefe glorious faints, who 
have wafhed their garments, and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb. Why mould I think it a firange 
thing to be removed from this place, to that where my 
hope, my joy, my crown, my elder Brother, my Head, 
my Father, my Comforter, and all the glorious faints 
are, and where the for.g of Mofes and the Lamb is fung 
joyfully ; where we fnall not be compelled to fit by the 
rivers of Babylon, and hang up our harps on the willow- 
trees, but fhall take them up, and fing the new hallelu- 
jah, Bhfling, honour, glory and power, to him that fits 
trpon the throne, and to the Lamb, for ever and ever ? 
What is there under the old vault of the heavens, and ia 
this old-worn earth, which is groaning under the bondage 
of corruption, that fiiould make me delirc to remain 
here ? i expect that new heaven and new earth, wherein 
righteoufnefs dwclleth, wherein I /hall reft forever more. 
1 look to get entry to the New-Jeriifalem at one of thefe 
twelve gates, whereupon are written the names of the 
twelve tribes of Ifrael. 1 know that Jcfus Ch/ift hatb 
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red thetn forme. Why may I not then, with 
fs in his blood, flcp into that glory, where my 
head ana Lord hath gonebefore me ? jefus Chrill is the 
door and the porter ; who then fhall hold me out ? O 
.rirou faire/t amoag the children of men, the delight of 
mankind, the light cf the Gentiles, the glory of the 
jzus, the life of the dead, the joy of angels and faints, 
lay. foul panteth to be with thee. I refufe not to die 
with thee, that I may live with thee ; I refufe not to 
fuffer with ifefC, that I may rejoice with thee. O whefi 
f hall I be filled with his love ! Surely, if a man knew 
.how precious it is, he would count all things but drofs 
and dung to gain it. I long for that fcaffold, or that 
.ax, or that cord, that might be to me that laft.flcp of 
this n;y wearifome journey, to go to thee, my Lord — 
Who am I, that he mould firft have called me, and then 
conflitute me a miniiler of.the glad tidings of the gofpel 
of falvation thefe many years, and now laft of all to be a 
riaffcrer for his caufe and -kingdom ? Thefe two points, 
i//, That Chrift is the head of his church : 2(Uy, That 
fee is Lee in her government from all other jurifdldtioiv 
except Chriil ; yea, as free as. any kingdom under heav- 
en, not only to convocate, hold, and keep her meetings 
and aiTcmblies ; but alfo to judge of all her affairs amongft 
her members and fubjects : thefe are the caufe of our 
bufferings. I would be moll glad to be offered up as a 
facnf.ee for fo glorious a truth ; but, alas ! I fear that 
.my f:ns, and the ab'ufe of fo glorious things as I have 
found, deprive me of fo fair a crown. Yet my Lord 
doth know, if he would call me to it, and itrcngrhen me 
in it, it would be to me the mod glorious day, a:id glad- 
ell hour I ever faw in my life ; but I am in his hands, to 
do with me whatfoevcr fhall pleafe him." 

This eminent faint fpent much of his time in the mount 
of prayer and wreftling with God; was admitted to ve- 
ry intimate nearnefs with him, and had many fee ret 
things revealed to him from God. He ufed to fay, "He 
wondered how a chrift ism could lie in bed all night, 
without rifirg to fpend fome of the night ia praijner ar.d 
praifc." i. 
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In his lafVillnefshe had a great weaknei's in his knees, J 
caufed by his continual kneeling at prayer, the flcfli 
thereof became iufenfible, and hard like a fort of horn'; 
but when in his weaknefs ' he was defired to remit fome- 
what of his former painfulnefs, his anfwer was, " He 
had his life of God, and therefore it fhould be fpent for 
him" During his fcknefs he was fo filled with the 
fenfible enjoyment of God, that he was fometimes over- 
heard in prayer to have the fe words, " Lord, hold thy 
hand, it is enough, thy fervant is a clay veffel, and can 
hold no more. :? 

36. Mr. Chriilopher Love, minifter of Laurence- Jury 
in London, who was beheaded on Tower-hill, Augufl 
22, ^51, in time cf Cromwell's ufnrpatibn, and for 
fufpe£ted" plotting a gain ft his government ; his words on 
the fcaffold were moit pathetic and weighty. — " Altho' 
(faid he) there be but little between me and death ; yet 
this bears up my heart, there is but little between me 
and heaven. It comforted Dr. Taylor the martyr, when 
he was going to execution, that there were but two 
ftiles between him and his Father's houfe : there is a lef- 
fer way between me and my Father's houfe, but two 
fteps between me and glory.' It is but tying doVn upon 
that block, and I fhall afcend upon a throne. I am 
this day failing towards th-e ocean of eternity, through a 
rough paffagc, to my haven of reft, through a red fea to 
the profnifed land. Methinks I hear God fay to me, as 
he did to Moles, Go up to Mount Nebo, and die there; 
fo to me, Go up to Tower-hill, and die there. If»ac 
faid of himfelf, that he was old, and yet he knew not 
the day of Iris death : but 1 cannot fay fo. I am young, 
and yet 1 know the day of my death; and I know the 
kind of my death, and the place of my death alfo. I am 
put to fuch a kind of death, as two famous preachers of 
the gofpel were put to before me ; John the Baptift, and 
Paul the apoftle, they were both beheadtd. 1 read alio 
in Re . xx. 4. The faints tvere beheaded for the <word of 
Cod, and trfliincny of Jefus , But herein is the difadvan- 
tage which I lie under in the thoughts of many ; they 
judge, that I fuffer not for the word of God, or foi 
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fcience, but for meddling with (late matters. To this I 
fhall briefly fay, that it is an old trick of Satan, to im- 
pute the caufe of God's peoples fufferings, to be con- 
trivements againfl the flate, when in truth, it is their re- 
ligion and confcience they are perfecuted for. The ru- 
lers of Ifrael would have put Jeremiah to death upon a 
civil account, though indeed it was o.dy the truth of 
his prophefy that made the rulers angry with him : and 
yet upon a civil account, they pretend he muuVdie, be- 
caufe he fell away to the Chaldeans, and would have 
brought in foreign forces to invade them. The fame 
thing is laid to my charge, of which I am as innocent as 
Jeremiah was. So Paul, though he did but preach Je- 
i'as Chrilr, yet his enemies would have had him put to 
death, under pretence that he was a mover of fedition. — 
Upon a civil account, my life is pretended to be taken 
away ; whereas it is, becaufe I purfue my covenant, and 
will not proflitute my principles and confcience to the 
ambition and lufts of men. I had ratlur die a covenant- 
keeper, than live a covenant-breaker. Beloved, I am 
this day making a double exchange : I am changing a 
pulpit for a fcaffold, and a fcaffold for a throne ; and I 
might add a third, I am changing the prefence of this 
numerous multitude on Tower-hill, for the innumerable 
company of faints and angels in heaven, the holy lull of 
Zion ; and I am changing a guard of foldicrs for [a 
guard of angels, which will receive mc and carry me to 
Abraham's bofotn. This fcafFold is the bed pulpit that 
ever 1 preached in : in my church-pulpit, God through 
his grace made me an inftrumeat to bring others to heav- 
eu ; but in this pulpit he will bring me toheaven." Af- 
terwards he faid, " Though my blood be not the blood 
of nobles, yet it is Chriftian blood, minifter's blood, yea 
more, it is alfo innocent blood. I magnify the riches of 
God's mercy and grace towards me, that I who was 
born in Wales, an obfeure country, and of obfeure pa- 
rents, fliould be fingled out to honourable fuffering.— 
For the firft fourteen years of my life I never heard a 
fermon preached ; yet in the fifteenth year of my life, it 
pleafed God to convert me. BJefled be God, who not 
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only made me a Chiillian,' "but alfo' a miniftcr, jni 
me faithful an J putting me into the niiniltry, whi 
my glory. I bad rather be a preacher in the pulpit thin 
a prince upon a throne ; I had rather be an inlbvument 
to bring fouls to. heaven, thair that all nations fhouhl 
bring tribute to me. Formerly ( faid he) I have 
under a fpirit of bondage ; yea 1 , fometimes I have had 
mere fear in drawing out a tooth, than now I have for 
cutting off my head. When fear was upon m?, death 
was not near; now when death is near me, my fear is 
evnuiihed. I am comforted in this, though men kill me 
tli e'y cannot damn me; though they thruit me out of 
the world, yet they cannot {but me out nf heaven. — 
When I have ibed my blood T expect the fnll declaration 
Of the remiffion of fins through the blood of Jutis Guilt. 
I am going to my'long home, ami ye to your fhort 
homes ; but I ihall be at my home before ye be at 
yours." He prayed, that feeing " he was called to da 
the work which he never did, he might have the itrength 
which he never had." 

Dr. Wild, jn his elegy, hath thefe lines : 

Metbinks 1 hear beheaded faints abeve 
Call to each other, Sirs, rmke room Tor Lot r.. 
Who w frcn he came to tread the fatal ft ge, 
( Which I'rov'd his glory, and his en'mics rage) 
His blood ne'er run to's heait; Chrift's blood was theio, 
Reviving it : his own was all to fpa e ; 
Which, Tifnitj jn his che. ks, did feem to fay, 
Is- th!s the blood you thirft for ? Take't! pray. 
Spectators in his looks fuch life did fee, 
'I h it- they appew'xl more like to die than he. 
LightVm?,. which fili'd the air -with bU*uig light, 
.Did fcrve for. torches at that difmal night ; 
In which, and all next day for many honrs, 
Heaven groar.M in thunder, and did weep infhowers: 
Nor do 1 wonder-th.it Qod thunder'd fo. 
W'hen's Boanerges, murdei'd lay below. 

\<f. Mrs. Joyce Lewis being condemned to bp burnt 
tor the Proteitant religion in queen Mary'j reign, when 
fhe heard that the writ for her execution' was come, fhe 
faid to her friends* "as for death, I fear it not ; for 
when I behold the amiable countenance of Jefus Chnft 
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my dear Saviour, the ugly face of death doth not much 
trouble me." 

38. Bullinger of Zurich, in his ficknefs, faid to his 
friends, " If the Lord will make any further ufe of me 
and my miniftry in his church, I willingly obey him ; 
but if he pleafe, (as I much defire) to take me out of 
this miferable life, I fhall exceedingly rejoice, that he 
pleafeth to take rnc out of this corrupt and wretched 
age to go to my faviour Chrift. For (faid he) if Socra- 
tes was glad when his death approached, becaufe as he 
thought he mould go to Homer, Hefiod, and other 
learned men, whom he expected to meet with in the 
other world ; how much more do I joy, who am fure 
that I fliall fee my faviour Jefus Chrift, as alfo the faints, 
patriarchs, prophets, apoftles, and all the holy men who 
Save lived from the beginning of the world? Now, when 
I am fure to fee them, and to partake of their joys, why 
fhould I not willingly die, to enjoy their perpetual foci- 
ety and glory r" 

39. Mr. Theodore Beza, a famous pallor in Geneva, 
when he apprehended the approach of death, revifedhis 
will ; and fo eafing himfelf of all worldly thoughts, 
wholly betook himfelf to expect the time of his depart- 
ure, which he had much longed for. He oft ufed the 
apoflle's faying, M We are his workmanflvip, created in 
Jcfus Chrilt unto good works." And that of Auguf- 
tlrie, ]j online quod capijli perjice, ne in portue naufragium 
acc'ulat. " JLord, perfeft that which thou haft begun, 
that I fuffer not fhipwreck in the haven." And that 
faying of Barnard ; Domine,fcquemur te, per te, ad te: — - 
Tc, qui averitas $ Per te, quia via: Ad tc, qucav'/ta — 
" Lord, we will follow thee, by thee, to thee. Thee, 
becaufe thou art the truth ; by thee, becaufe thou art 
the way ; to thee, becaufe thou art the life." 

40. Melacthon of Wittenberg, Luther's dear com- 
panion, faid, " That he much longed to be diffolved ; 
and that for two reafons : \Jl. That he might enjoy the 
much defiied prefence and fight of Chrift, and of the 
heavenly church. 2dly. That he might be freed from 
the cruel and implacable difcords of divines," 



182 Afflicted Mail's Companion. 

41. Mr. John Bradford, a minifter and martyr iiv 

Queen Mary's reign, when the keeper told him that the 

next day he was to be burnt in Smithfield, he put off 

his cap, and lifting up his eyes to heaven, faid, " 1 thank 

God for it, it comes not now to me on a fudden, but 

as a thing waited for every day and hour; the Lord 

make me worthy thereof." One Creflwell offering- to 

interpofe for him, and defiling to know what his requelt 

was, he faid, " I have norequeft to make ; if the queen 

give me my life, I will thank her ; if fhe will banifhme 

1 will thank her ; if Hie burn me, I will thank her ; if (he 

will condemn me to perpetual imprifonment, I will thank 

her." The Chancellor prefiing him to do as others had 

done, in hopes of the queen's mercy 5 he faid, " My 

lord, I defirc mercy with God's mercy; that is, without 

doing or faying any thing againft God and his truth.— 

But mercy with God's wrath, God keep me from. — 

God's mercy (added he) I defire, andalfo would be glad 

of the queen's favour to live as a fubjeft without clog oh 

conscience ; but otherwife the Lord's mercy is better to 

me than life. Life in his difpleafure is worfe than death, 

and death with his favour is true life." 

In his letter to Dr. Cranmer, Dr. Ridly, and Dr. Lat- 
imer, he hath thefe words ; " Our dear brother Rogers 
hath broken the ice valiantly. This day or to-morrow 
at the uttermoft, hearty Hooper, fmcere Saunders, and 
trufty Taylor, will end their courfe, and receive their 
crown. The next am I, who hourly look for the porter 
to open me the gates after them, to enter into the defired 
reft. God forgive me my unthankfulnefs for this ex- 
ceeding great mercy. Though I fuffer juftly, (fori 
have been a great hypocrite, unthankful, &c. the Lord 
pardon me, yea, he hath done it, he hath done it indeed,) 
yet what evil hath he done ? Chrift, whom the prelates 
pcrfecute, his truth which they hate in me, hath done 
no evil, nor deferred death. O what am I, Lord, that 
thou fliouldft tints magnify me ? Is it thy wont, to fend 
for fuch a wretched hypocrite in a fiery chariot, as thou 
didft fend for Elias V* 

In one of his meditations, after confeffing of fin, faith 
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he, " O what now may we do ! defpair ? no, for thou 
art God, and therefore good ; thou art merciful, and 
therefore thou forgivefl: fin : with thee there is mercy 
and propitiation, and therefore thou art worfhipped.— 
When Adam finned, thou gaveft him mercy before he 
defired it ; and wilt thou deny us mercy, who now de- 
fire the fame ? Adam exeufed his fault, and accufed 
thee ; but we accufe ourfelvcs, and excufe thee : and 
fliall we be fent empty away ? How often in the wilder- 
nefs didit thou fpare Ifrael, and defer thy plagues at the 
requell of Mofes, when the people themfelves m?.de no 
"petition to thee \ Now we do not only make our petitions 
to thee, but alio have a Mediator, far above Mofes, to 
appear for us, even Jefus Chrift thine own Son ; and 
fhall we (dear Lord) depart afhamed ? — O merciful 
Lord, for thine own glory fu«Ter not the enemy of thy 
Son Chrift, the Romifh Antichrift, thus wretchedly to 
delude and draw from thee our poor brethren, for whom 
thy dear Son once died, Sec. Suffer him not to feduce 
'the fimple fort with his Fond opinion, that his falfe gode, 
liis blind, mumbling, feigned religion, or his foolifh fu- 
perftitien, doth give him fuch conqueib, fuch victories, 
and fuch triumphs over us. But, O Lord, this is thy 
righteous judgment, to punifh us with the tyrannical 
yoke of blindnefs, becaufe we have call away from us 
the fweet yoke of the wholefome words of thy Son ouv 
Saviour." 

In his letter to Mrs. Anne Warcup, he faith, " My 
ftaff flandeth at the door. I look continually for the 
fheriffto come for me ; and I blcfs God I am ready for 
him. Now go I to prac/tife that which I have preached. 
Now I am climbing up the hill ; it will caufe me to puff 
and blow before I come to the cliff. The hill is fteep 
and high, my breath is fhort, and my ftrength is feeble. 
Pray therefore to the Lord for me, that, as I have now 
through his joodnefs even almoft come to the top, I may 
by his grace be flrengthened, not to reil till I come where 
I fhould be." 

He was lingular for humility and felf-abafcment, tho' 
a mod eminent faint. He fubferibed fome of his letters, 
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the moll miferable hard-hearted unthankful (inner, Join 
Biadford. A very painted hypocrite, John 13r;'.< • 
Miferriivus peccaior, John Bradford. The fiuful John 
Bradford. 

42. Mr. Edward Deering, a little before his death, 
faid to his friends, " As for my death, I blels God I 
fe*l and find fo much inward joy and comfort to my foul, 
that, if I were put to my choice, whether I would 1 
live, I would a thoufand times rather choofe death than 
life, if it may (land with the holy will of God." 

43. Mr. Robert Rollock, when a-dying, prayed, 
" Lord, 1 have hitherto feen but darkly in the glafs of 
thy word ; now grant that I may enjoy the eternal frui- 
tion of thy countenance, which I have fo much dt fired 
and longed for. Hafte, Lord, and do not tarty ; I am 
weary both of nights and days : come, Lord Jefds, that 
I may come to thee. Break thefe eye-ftrings, and give 
me others ; I defire to be diffolved, and to be with thee ; 
halle, Lord Jcfus, and defer no longer. Go forth, my 
weak life, and let a better fueceed. O Lord Jefur, 
fhruft thy hand into my body and take my foul to thy- 
felf. O my fweet Lord, fet this foul of mine free, that 
it may enjoy her hufband." 

44. Galeacious Carracciolus, marquis of Vico, when 
a-dying 1 , took his leave of his wife, and all his Chriflian 
friends, telling them, he would lead them the way to 
heaven. A nd he cried to Jefus Chrift, that " As he had 
fought him all his life, fo now he would receive and ac- 
knowledge him as his own." 

45. The famous Lord Dupleffis in France, when a- 
dying, was much concerned for the church of God in 
diihcfs, praying earneftly for her deliverance. He par- 
ticularly blefTed fuch of his grandchildren as were follow- 
ing the ftudies of learning, faying, " that he was af- 
fured they fhould be blcffed with the bltffings both of 
heaven above, and of the earth beneath." When a min- 
ifter fpoke of the fcrvice he had done the church by hit 
writings, he faid, " Alas, what was there of mine in the 
work ? Say not, that it was I, but God by me." Then, 
lifting up his hands above his head, he cried three t 
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u Mercy, mercy, mercy." Adding, " that he did it, to 
(hew that it was the alone mercy of God to which he had 
recourfe." And. declared, that his faith was altogether 
founded upon the goodnefo of God in Jefus Chritt., who 
by the Father had been made unto him, as to all others 
that believe in him, wifdom, righteoufnefs, fanctifica- 
tion, and redemption. " Away (faid he) with all merit ; 
1 call for nothing but mercy, free mercy." When one 
was bkffing God for giving him fuch peace and comfort 
at hie end, he faid, " I feel, I feol what I fpeak." As 
to his faith of the truths of God, he faid, " He was en- 
tirely perfuaded thereof, by the demonltration of God's 
holy Spirit, which was more powerful, more clear, and 
more certain, than all the demoriurations of Euclid." — 
When fecretly praying, he was overheard faying in bro- 
ken fentences, " I fly, I fly to heaven. Let the angels 
carry me to the bofom of my Saviour." .Afterwards 
faid, " I know that my Redeemer liveth, and I lhall fee 
him with thefe eyes, Hlfce ecu/is ,•" which wcrds he re- 
peated four or five times. 

46. Jerome of Prague, when he was fattened to the 
flake, and the executioner began to kindle the fire be- 
hind him, he bade him kindle it before his face. " For 
(faid he) if I had been afraid cf it, I had not come to 
this place, having had fo many opportunities offered me 
to efcape it." 

. 47. Mr. Hooker, a minifler in New-England, when 
one that flood weeping at his bed-fide, when he lay a- 
dying, faid to him, " Sir, you are going to receive the 
reward of all your labours ;" he replied, " Brother, I 
am going to receive mercy." 

48. Mr. Heron, another minifler there, when dying, 
and leaving a family of many fmall children : his poor 
wife fell a-weeping, and faid, " Alas ! what will become 
«f all thefe children ?" He prefently and pleafantly re- 
plied, "Never fear; he that feeds the young ravens, 
will not (larve the young Herons." And indeed it came 
to pafs accordingly. It was an ancient observation con- 
cerning the Englifh martyrs under the bloody Marian 
perfecutron, "That nqne of them went rr. ore jpy fully to 
Q, 2 
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the (lake, than thofe who had the grcatctt families t<*» 
commit unto the Lord " 

49. Clnyfoitom, when the emprefs Eudoxa, (an Ari- 
an,) fent a threatening mefiagc to him, he faid, " Go 
tell her, Nil niji ptccatum tiitno. I fear nothing but fin." 

When he was Sentenced to banilhment,hc laid, "None 
of thefe things trouble me ; for I faid before within my- 
felf, if the emprefs will, let her banilh me ; the earth 1* 
the Lord's, and the fulnefs (hereof. If me will, I< 
faw me afunder ; Ifaiah was fa ufed : If fhe will, let her 
caftme into .the fea ; I will remember Jonah: If (lie 
■will, let her call me into a burning fiery furnace, Or to 
the wild beafta ; the three children and Daniel were fo 
Served : If ihe will, let her ftone me, or cut off my head ; 
I have St. Stephen and the Baptift for my compainionr, 
If me. will, let her take away all my fub/tance ; naked 
came I out of my mother's womb, and naked mall I re- 
turn thither again." 

But I mult break off, for time would fail me to enu- 
merate the many inllances of the faith, love, patience, 
hope, courage, and conftar.cy of the faints and martyrs 
of Jefus, when in the view of death. Some have told 
the perfecutors, " That they might pull the hearts out 
of th. ir bodies, but they could never pluck the truth 
out of their hearts." Others have faid, " That if every 
hair of their heeds were men, they fhould all fuffer death 
for Chrift and his truthr." — " Oh (faid one of them) can 
I die but once for Chrift V* 

To conclude : let thefe examples prompt ire to feek 
grace from God, and make it our earneit ftudy to mU 
tate and follow fuch a cloud of witneffes, that we may 
die martyrs in resolution, our graces may be molt lively 
at the lall, our evening fun may fliine brighteft, and we 
may go off the ftage glorifying God, and leaving a fweefr 
favour behind us, as thefe famous worthies, whofo 
praife is in the churchea, have done before us. 
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Dirf.gt. vii. Let dying perfons be much in prayer and 
ejaculations to God. 

^RAYER is the native breath of renewed fouls ; it 
is as necefiary to their ipiritnal life, As breath is to 
the natural life, Lam. iii. 56. " Kidc not thine ear at my 
breathing." The firil thing a child of God doth, when 
he is new born, is to breathe by prayer. Acts ix. 11. 
" Behold he prayeth." And it k alfo his laft Work in 
the world t« pray-, Ads vii. 59, 60: " And they ftoned- 
Stephen, calling upon God, and faying-, Lord Jefus, re- 
ceive myfpirit. And he kneeltd down, and cried with 
a loud voice, Lord, lay not this fin to their charge. And 
when he had faid this, he fell afleep." A dying Chris- 
tian hath many to pray for ; he is to pray for the church, 
of God, for his friends and relations, and alfo for his 
enemies, as Stephen did ; of which I fpake before. But 
cfpecially he mull pray for himfelf, that fin may be for- 
given and that he may have fafe conduct through the 
daik valley. I have heard of fome that have been found 
dead upon their knees ; a noble pofture to die in ! How 
agreeable 19 it to enter praying into the land of praife ! 
80 did Stephen, yea, fo did our bleffed Saviour himfelf; 
** Father, forgive thern, for they know not what they 
do. Father, into thy hands I commend my fpirit.'* — 
The laft words that holy Ufher uttered were, " But*. 
Lord, in fpecial forgive my fins of omiffion." " Lord, 
(faid dying Bcza) perfect that which thou haft begun, 
that I differ not thipwreck in the haven." I remember 
to have read of an old itiinifter, when he found death ap- 
proaching, he faid, " I defire to die like the poor thief,, 
crying to the crucified Jefus for mercy. I am nothing, 
I have nothing, I can do nothing, except what is un- 
worthy. My eye, and hope, and faith, is to Chrift on 
his crofs. I bring an unworthinefs like that of the poor 
dying thief unto him, and have no more to plead than 
he. Like the poor thief crucified with him, I am wait- 
ing to be received by the infinite grace of my Lord, 
into his kingdom." Let us in like man»er die, crying 
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to a crucified Jcfus for mercy. Lord, remember mc, 
now thou art in thy kingdom. 

O dying Chriftian, remember the time of ptayer is 
near an end ; after death there will be no more occ.ilion 
for prayer. O then beg that the fpirit of prayer may be 
fo poured down upon you at this time, that you may be 
enabled to pour out your heart before God, both for 
yourfelf and others. O how earneftly mould you pray 
then, when you are taking your leave of prayer ! Mind 
the example .which your Redeemer gave you; it was be- 
fore his death that he offered up prayers and fupplica- 
tions with ftrong crying and tears unto God. I ac- 
knowledge, fick and dying perfons are frequently out of 
cafe for making prayers of any great length or continu- 
ance, (which coniideration fhould excite us to the great- 
er diligence in prayer in the time of our health) and 
therefore they ought to be the more frequent and fervent, 
in fhort and fuitable ejaculations and petitions to God, as 
their exigencies do require. 



Some Meditations and Ejaculations, proper for fick and d-j' 
ir:g perfons, and efpecially for a dying believer . 

OLORD, thou art the God of my life, and haft 
the keys of death in thy hand. Thou haft meaf- 
ured the length of my life, and appointed the hour of 
my death. The number of my months and days is with 
thee, and thou haft appointed the bounds over which I 
eaanot pafs. 

What is my life but a vapour, that appeareth for a 
little time, and then vaniiheth away ! At the longefl, 
how fhort is it! and at the ftrongeft, how weak! "What 
man is it that livcth here, and fhall not fee death ? When 
a few. days are come, I will go the way whence I (hall 
not return." God hath decreed it, fin hath deferved it, 
my frailty demoafhates it, death's harbingers proclaim 
it, and I muft expect it. 

There is no difcharge in this war, no exemption irota 
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death's ftroke. Death's mefTengers are come to warn 
me, that my laft day and laft hour draweth nigh. The 
found of their matter's feet is behind them. This clay- 
houfe mult be diffulved, my foul diilodged, and my 
place here (hall know me no more ; I will be quickly as 
water fpilt on the ground, that cannot be gathered up 
again. 

O that I may be fuitably exercifed in my prefent weak 
and dying condition ! When my flefh faileth, and my 
heart fainteth within me, O that God may be the ftrengtk 
of my heart, and portion forever ! When the keepers of 
the houfe do tremble, let God watch over it, and be the 
keeper of my foul ! When the grinders do ceafe, becaufe 
they are few, let my foul be fed with manna from heav- 
en. When, the daughters of mufic are brought low, let 
my foul be difpofed for hearing the fong of Mofes and 
• the Lamb, in the temple above. When thefe that look 
out at the windows are darkened, let the eyes of my foul 
be enlightened to behold, with the dying martyr Ste- 
phen, the heavens opened, and the glorious Jefus Hand- 
ing on the right hand of God, making interceffion for 
me, and ready to receive me. Let my hope and defire 
look out at the windows, and fay, " Why is his chariot 
fo long a-coming ? and why tarry the wheels of his char- 
iot ? Make hafte, my beloved, and be thou like a roe or 
a young hart on the thountak.s of Bether." 

O that I may obferve the afflicting hand of God in my 
prefent ficknefs ! Surely afHiftion coir.cth not out ©f the 
dud, nor doth trouble fpring out of the ground. O 
Lord, rebuke me not in thy indignation, nor chaitcn n.-e 
in thy hot difpleafure. Have mercy on me, O Lord, 
for I am weak ; and heal me, for my bones are vexed. 
When thou with rebukes doft correct man for iniquity,. 
• thou makeft his beauty to confume away like a moth : 
ftirely every man is vanity. The forrtiws of my heart are 
enlarged, O bring me out of my diflreffcs. Look upon 
my affliction and n.y pain, and forgive all my fin. I 
look for fympathy to my great High Piicfr, who is 
touched with the feeling of my infirmities. My help 
and flrcngth is in him. 
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O that when I am affli&ed, I may not defpife the 
chaflening of the Lord, nor faint when I am rebuked of 
him ! Let me hear the rod, and him that hath appointed 
it. Let me kifs the rod, and accept of the punifliment 
of mine iniquity. O that in my affliction I may be help- 
ed to humble myfelf greatly before the God of my fa- 
thers, and make a true and penitent conftflion of my 
fins ! 

Oh ! what mall I fay to thee, O thou preferver of 
men ? I will fay, Lord, be m«rciful to me ; heal my foul, 
for I have filmed agamft thee. I acknowledge, that 
through an evil heart of unbelief, I have many a time 
departed away from the living God. O how vainly and 
fooliihly have I lived in the world ! How lavifh of my 
precious time ! How unmindful of my latter end ! HoW 
■carelefs of my immortal foul ! How little in preparation 
for eternity ! Oh, my own heart ccr.demr.s me, ir- 
teftify againft me ; and thou who knoweft them better 
than I do myfelf, together with their feveral aggrava- 
tions, mighteft juftly condemn me too. But my com- 
fort is, that with thee the Lord there is mercy, that 
thou mayeft be feared ; and with thy Sen there is plen- 
teous redemption : wherefore, for his fake, be ] : ' 
to forgive me all my pall tranfgreffions, whether in tl:u't, 
word, or deed, thofe I remember, and thofe 1 have for* 
gotten, and let them neither be charged on me t:> my 
fhame and cbnfufion in this world, nor to my cverlafting 
ruin in that which is to come. Lord, forgive the follies 
of my childhood, the extravigancies of my ycuth, and 
all the iniquities of my riper years. 

Oh ! 1 am polluted with fit), and dare not appear be- 
fore God with my own filthy rags upon me. When 
Adam loft the garment of original ' right eoufnefs, he fled 
liom GoJ, and dreaded the i'limmons of offended juflice. 
Now, there is no appearing before God with acceptance, 
but in the garment of his Son, my elder brother. Now 
Done can have boldnefs to enter into the holieft of all, 
but by the blood cf Jcfus. O enable me to diiclaim 
whatsoever duties I have performed, Or graces I have 
cxercifed, and to rely on a crucified Chrift alone for par- 
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don and life. Though thou flayeft me, let me die 
milling in and cleaving to a crucified Jefus. 

Now the powers of darknefs will feek to raife a tem- 
peft to fhipwreck the veflcl of my foul, when it would 
enter into the eternal haven : O that like the wife mari- 
ner, when the ftorm approacheth, I may endeavour to 
fecure the vefiel with the anchors of faith and hope faf- 
tened on the Rock Chrift ! 

O that, when the time of combat with my I aft enemy 
cometh, I may above all take the fhield of faith, whereby 
I may be fheltered from the fting of death, and may 
quench the fiery darts of the wicked one. 

O that the Lord of hofts, the captain of my falvation, 
may be with me in my laft conflict, asd may help me to 
put on the whole armour of God, and give me IkiU to 
ufe it, that I may be able to ftand in the evil day ! Teach 
my hands to war, and my fingers to fight, that, through 
thee I may do valiantly, and tread down all mine ene- 
mies. O that now I may fo finifh my courfe, and fight 
the good fght of faith, that at death I may receive the 
crown of righteoufnefs, which the righteous Judge will 
give to all that love his appearing. O that my faith may 
ripen into a full afiurance, that I may go off the ftage. 
with joy, and an abundant entrance may be administered 
unto me into the kingdom of my Lord and Saviour Te- 
fus Chrift ! 

O that the night of my death may fhine bright with, 
the fparkling liars of heavenly grace ! Lord, increafe my 
faith ! let the pilgrim's ftaff of faith be never out of rey 
hand, till I come to my journey's end. O let me ^et 
Chrift all in my arms, like old Simeon before his death, 
that I may fay, like him, "Now let thy fervant depart 
in peace, for mine eyes have feen thy falvation." Kindle 
the fire of heavenly love in my foul, and give me a tafte 
of heavenly joys. O for one beam of thy light, to ban- 
iih away all my doubts and fears ! Lord, let in fomething 
of heaven to my foul, before itfelf go into heaven. 

Lord, take me not out of this life till thou haft fitted 
me for a better. May I be fitted for heaven before I 
leave the earth, and finifh my work before I finifh my 
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courfe ! Make me ready to meet tliee at thy coming, 
that fo thy coming may not be the matter of my terror, 
but the matter of my hope, defires, and joyful cxi 
tions. O that I may be in a longing frame for that blcf- 
fed time, when he will come, and put a period to all my 
fhip, forrows, troubles, and temptations here ; and when 
I (hall exchange my prefent being in the body, for an 
cverlafting being with the Lord ! Lord, ftrengthtn my 
faith, and hope, that fo neither the fweetnefs of life, the 
pain of death, nor apprchenfions about my future Mate, 
may make me unwilling to die. Is my Redeemer afecn- 
ded, and gone before me to prepare a place for me ; 
why then mould I be flothful to go in, and pcflefs the 
good laud ? 

■ Mercy hath filled up all my life, and brought nu 
to the end of it ; O let it not leave me now, when all ihi 
enjoyments of the world are nothing to me, and I . 
take an ererlafting farewel of them all. Now one fmile 
of thy face, one tafte of thy love, would be flrcngth and 
joy to my departing foul. Q remember the word to thy 
fervant, upon which thou haft caufed me to hope ; haft 
thou not f?id, " I will never leave thee, nor forfake 
thee I" O fulfil this word to me in the time of my need, 

let me never go off the ftage with a heavy heart, or a 
guilty confeience ; but may I depart in peace, and deep 
in Jefus. Let me breathe out my departing foul to thee, 
and truft it in thy hand and fafe keeping : and let my 
flefh reft itihope of rifing glorioufly at theflaft day, thro' 
him who is the rcfurredtion and the life, the Lord Jtfus 
Chrift. 

Love a»d praife is the exercife of faints for ever : may 

1 be acquainted with it here ! O mail I not love and 
praife him, who hath forgiven all my iniquities, healed 
all my difeafes, redeemed my life from deftruction, and 
crowned me with loving kindnefs and tender mercies ? 
He hath caufed goodnefs and mercy to follow me all the 
days of my life ; aad fliall hot I follow him with praifes 
at the end of it ? 

Now the time of my departure is at hand, and the 
lamp of life is ready to be extinguished. O that I may 
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die in faith, that whether the lamp go out of its own 
accord, or by fome fudden blaft, it maybe lighted again 
by the immortal beams of the Sun of right eoufnefs ! And 
though I be overtaken with the deep of death, and lie 
down in the bed of the grave ; yet (hall I awake again 
in the morning of the refurrectiou, that- morning whicb 
(hall never be fucceeded by an evening ; when I (hall 
behold thy face in righteoufnefs, and be eternally fatisfied 
with thy likenefs. 

t Now I am going the way of all the earth, ready to 
launch forth into eternity, where I (hall be fixed in my 
evcrlaftiug condition. Grant me, Lord; the perfect ufe 
of my fenfea, of my reafon and understanding, that I 
may glorify thy name, and edify my neighbours to the 
lalt moment of my departure. And now, when I am to 
conflict with the king of terrors, O fupport and afiift 
me in my foreft extremities and lad agonies. O merci- 
fully mitigate death's pangs, and let my paflage be eafy, 
and my landing; fafe. Stand by me in my dying mo- 
ments, and fucctiuc my foul in thy hands from all its 
deadly enemies. And when I am numbered among the 
dead, let me alfo be numbered among the redeemed and 
blefled of the Lord forever. 

O Lord, thou determined both the bounds of man's 
life, and the bounds of his habitation. If a hair of my 
head cannot fall to the ground without thy providence, 
far lefs can my whole body fall into the grave without 
it. Thou haft told m« plainly, that I muft die ; but 
mercifully haft concealed the time, place, and manner, 
that I might always ftand upon my guard, every hour 
expect: thy coming, and have my accounts in my hand, 
always prepared to give them up to thee my judge.— 
Jullly mighteft thou have Gnatched me away by a furpri- 
iing call, and fudden ftroke : but in thy goodnefs thou 
giveft me warning, and time to fet my houfe and foul in 
order. O gracioufly finiih what is now wanting of the 
• work of thy grace in my heart and foul, and thoroughly 
accomplish and furnifh me to appear in thy blefled pref- 
ence. May I now die to fi a every hour, that I may not 
it 
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4ie for fin hereafter. Caufe fin wholly to die before ret, 
that it may not rife in judgment againft me after death. 

O God, be thou my refuge and ftrength, and a very 

prefent help in trouble ; and then 1 will not fear, though 

the waters of affliction rage, and be troubled, and tho' 

all the mountains of earthly comfort6 fhake with the 

fwelling thereof. There is a river, the ftreams whereof 

hall make glad the city of God. O let my foul dwell 

befide thefe living ftreams, and drink of them for ever. 

In the valley of the fhadow of death, Lord, be thou preft 

ent as the good Shepherd with thy guiding rod, and 

fapporting ftaff ; and make my departure eafy, and full 

of peace and hope. Lord, carry me fafe through the 

dark paflage upon which I am entering, and let me find 

it a gate of glory, a door opened into the everlafting 

kingdom and joy of the Lord. Lord Jefus, receive my 

fpirit, and let it be prefented, juftified, and fpotlefs to 

the Father, that it may come to the fpirits of jull men 

made perfect, and join with them in ringing the new 

foncr, « Worthy is the Lamb that was flain, and hath 

redeemed us to God by his blood, to receive power, 

honour, glory, and blefling for ever. Amen." 



Some Mcdliat'ttns for drooping believers, when death is near. 

TRAVELLERS, who have met with many florms, 
troubles, and dangers in their journeys, rejoice 
when they come near to their own country ; and ftiatt 
not I, a (hanger and pilgrim, that hath been long wan- 
dering in a wildernefs, be glad when I come near my Met 
led home, my dear friends, and eternal habitation ? 

With what checffulnefs do fome women endure the 
pains of child-bearing, being fupported with the hopes of 
a child's being born in the world ? And what is the joy 
of a man-child being brought into this finful and mifera- 
ble world, to the joy of a fanftified foul's being brought 
out of it into heaven, for ever ? It is plcafant when the 
hard winter goeth over, the meflcngers of the ipritgi the 
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Anging of birds doth come, and fliall not I rejoice, whea 
ficknefs and forerunners of death do tell me, that the 
winter of my darkuefs and trouble is paft, and the fum- 
mer of my eternal light and joys is at hand ? 

What though death be the king of terrors ? is not glo- 
rious Chrift the king of comforts ? Have not I met al- 
ready with this blefled King : and why mould I fear to 
meet with the other i O let my ftrength and fupport at 
this time come from Chrift, my covenanted Redeemer. 

O Lord, deliver my foul from death, mine eyes from 
tears, and my feet from failing ! O bring me out of the 
miry clay, fet my feet upon a rock, and eftablifh my go- 
ings, and put a new long in my mouth, even praifes to 
our God ! 

If Jacob went down Co cheerfully into Egypt, when 
God faid unto him, " fear not to go down ; for I will 
go down with thee, and I will bring thee up again" why 
fliould a believer fear to go down to the grave, when 
God hath undertakes to go down with him thither, and 
to bring him up again .' His body may be turned into 
duft, but God is in covenant with his duft and will not 
fufFer the lead particle of it to be loft. 

Arc not the righteous taken away from the evil to 
come ? Do they not reft in their beds, and enter into 
peace ? Why then Qiould I grudge at dying ? When the 
Lord is to bring heavy wrath and judgments upon a 
land, he frequently houfeth many of his people in heavea 
before-hand : and how happy are thefethat win the houfe 
before the fweeping hail-fhower doth fall. A believer 
needeth not to look for any fettled fair weather in thi.; 
world it will be nothing, but one fhower up, and an- 
other down, till he be houfed in heaven. O why then 
(hould I linger i 1 this wildernefs ! 

How highly dignified is the believer, in being made an 
heir of God, and a j<rint heir with his own Son Jefus 
Chrift ! fo that Chrift and the believer do, as it were, 
divide heaven betwixt them ; they have the fame Father, 
dwell in the fame houfe, fit at the fame table, reign on 
the fame throne, and partake of the fame glory. O 
what honour is this, which is put upon a worm of the 
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earth I It is indeed but little that the young heir enjoy! 
of the inheritance while in this world ; no more than 
will fcrve to hear his charges to heaven, where he (hall 
get all, forget his prefent llraits, and reir.cmher hit pov- 
erty n» more. O why then fhquld not I, like a young 
heir, be looking and longing for the expiring of my mi- 
nority, when 1 (hall arrive at ripe age, and enter upon 
the full pofleffion of the inheritance ! O that I could fen J 
out faith and hope, thefe two faithful fpies, to furvcy 
the promifed land, or at leaft to vifit the borders of my 
elder brother's country ! what an encouraging report 
would they bring hack ! My glorious Lord is gone, he 
hath left the earth, and entered into his glory ; my breth- 
ren and friends have many of them arrived there alfo. 
How great is the difference betwixt my ftate and their's ! 
I am groaning out my complaints, but they arc finging 
God's praife : I am in darknefa and cannot fee God ; 
but tiny are in light, and fee him face to face. O my 
Lord, fhall I flay behind, when they are gone ? Should 
I be fatisfied to wander in the wildcrnefs, far diftant from 
my Father and my God, when they are triumphing a- 
bove, dividing the fpoil ? No, I will look dill after them 
with a ft ed fall eye, and cry, O Lord, how long ? I will 
wait now in hope, yea, rejoice in the forethoughts of 
the day, when my minority mall be expired, ray pil- 
grimage finifhed, my banifliment over, that I may get 
home to mv country and friends above. 

What though my days be dark and gloomy now, my 

winter be ftiarp and ftormy ? why, it is but fhort, and 

near over ; the eternal fummer approached) : the long 

the high fun, and the fair garden of my wcllbelov- 

bove thefc vifible heavens, will quickly make amendi 

for all. Let me get up by faith, and vifit the new land, 

th( fair city, and behold the white throne, and the 

Lamb that fits thereon, that I may rejoice in hope of the 

glory of God. 

Shall many of the heirs of wrath go finging and rejoic- 
ing to hell ; and will an heir of God go drooping and 
forrowiog to heaven ? Oh, let me not, by my behaviour 
©a a death-bed, bring up a bad report upon ChriU's gooi 
way, and the land which he hath purchafed. 
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Have I fuch great and precious promifes left me, and 
mall I not live and feed upon them in the time of my need? 

Sliall I not truft the word of him that is faithful and 
true ? Hath he not faid to me, " When thou paffefl 
through the waters, I will be with thee ; and through 
the rivers, they fhall not overflow thee ; when thou walk- 
eft through the fire, thou flialt not be burnt ; neither 
(hall the flame kindle upon thee !" When the difciples 
were fore tolled with winds and waves, thou cameit to 
them in the fourth watch of the night, walking on the 
waters ; and when their fears were iucreafed, thou faidit, 
¥ It is I, be not, afraid." Thou rebuked the winds, 
and there prefently followed a great calm. My Redeem- 
er's companions continue ; his bowels are not flint up 
thij day, more than in the days of his flefh. " JefusChrift 
is the fame to day, yefterday, and forever." 

Ah ! I have too little improven my acquaintance with 
precious Chrift in the day of my life ! how ready am I 
mifken and miflake him, when he changeth his difpofi- 
tions towards me ! Though I have been long at Chrift 'a 
fchool, what fmall proficiency have I made in the work 
and myftery of faith ? How little have I learned to be- 
lieve in the dark, and to drop an anchor at midnight up- 
on the rock of ages, and to look out for the dawning of 
the day ? 

Surely the day fhall break, and the fliadows fiee away : 
my King cometh, my well-beloved is on his way ; he 
hath fent h'S letter before him to warn me of it, faying, 
"Behold I come quickly.'' O that like the cold and 
wearied night-watch, I may be looking out for the ap- 
pearing of the morning-flar, and the breaking of the eail- 
frn fky ; aad may be flill crying, " Even fo come Lord 
Jefus, come quickly." 

Thou haft laid. " Light is fown for the righteois, and 
gladm.fs for the upright in heart." Surely God's feed 
fhall not lie always beneath the clods ; the time is at hand, 
when it fhall fpring ; and joyful will the crop be at lafti 
G that, like David in affliction, 1 would encourage my- 
felf in the Lord my God, and fky, "the Lord liveth' ? , 
K 2 ' 
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bleffed be my rock !" why {hould I droop whil 
liveth, and my rock ftandeth ? My hopes may die, my 
comforts m?y die, my gifts die, my riches die, my rela- 
tions die, and my body die ; but good news, " The 
Lord liveth, bleiTed be my rock !" The difciplcs had a 
melancholy time while Chrid was dead, and laying in the 
grave; but that fad time is over, he is now rifen, and 
Drill die no more. Nay, he hath proclaimed it for my 
comfort, faying, " Fear not, I am the firft and the laft. 
I am he that liveth and was dead ; and behold I am a- 
live foi evermore, amen ; and have the keys of Iil-U and 
death." 

When my foul is caft down within me, let me remem- 
ber God from the land of Jordan, and the hill Mizar ; 
that I may reafon myfelf out of all my fears and dif- 
couragements ; for yet, ** the Lord will command his 
loving kindnefs in the day time, and in the night kis fong 
fhall be with me, and my prayer to the God of my life.'' 

"Why then art thou caft down, O my foul, and why 
art thou difquieted within me ? hope thou in God, for I 
fhall yet praife him, who is the health of my countenance, 
and my God." 

Now, when death is at hand, let not my Saviour be 
far off. He who remembered the dying thief, and Ipoke 
comfortably to him, let him now remember me when he 
isfeated in his kingdom, and fay to my foul, " This day 
thou malt be with me in paradife." When it is abfent 
from the body, let it be prefent with the Lord. Let 
the angels now be ready to do their office, to carry my 
departing foul into Abraham's bofom. Let me now de- 
part, that I may be with Chrift ; yea, be forever with 
the Lord, that I may fee his face. Let me dwell there, 
where they have no Bight, need no candle, nor light of 
the fun forever ; where God fhall wipe away all tears 
from their eyes and there fhall be no more death, neithre 
forrow nor crying. 

Father, into thy hands I commit my fpirit. By the 
hands of him who hath redeemed it, let it be prefentc^ 
to thee without fpot or wrinkle, or any fuch thing. 
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An addition of fome further Meditations, proper for any 
Jick per fun in the view cf death. 

THE Lord is pleafed fometimes to call men down 
on bedsof ficknefs, and draw the curtain betwixt 
the world and them, that they may take a view of their 
by-paft life, and future ftate. Now is it time for me to 
look into my foul, and examine my Hate. Oh, how ma- 
ny do mifs falvation, when they think thcmfelves fure of 
it ! They miflake a form of godlinefs for the power of 
it, and thereby deceive themfelves, thinking thenifelves 
fomething, when they are nothing. 

Some come the length as to fhed tears, as Efau did ; 
profefs fair, yea, fight for the Lord, as Saul and Jehu 
did ; wirti for the end of the righteous, as Baalam did. ; 
defire God's people to pray for them, as Pharaoh and 
Simon Magus did j walk foftly, and mourn for fear of 
judgments, as Ahab did ; joy in gofpel ordinances, and 
reform in many things, as Herod did ; prophefy and 
fpeak well of Chrift, as Caiaphas and Judas did ; be 
convinced and tremble at hearing a fermon, as Felix 
did ; yea, tafte the good word of God, and tht powera 
of the world to come, as apoflates have done : and yet 
for all thefe attainments, remain flrangers to the faving 
work of the Spirit on the heart. 

O that the confideration of hypocrites attainments 
might alarm me out of my fecurity, and make me reftlefs 
till I find the diftinguifhing marks of true grace, and 
fincere faith in my foul 1 O that I could fay, there is a 
principle in me, that will not fuffer me to build on any 
foundation in the world but Chrift and his righteoufnefs 5 
that makes me content with Chrift, with all his offices, 
with all his precepts, and with his very crofs for his 
fake ! Doth the love of Chrift keep me back from fin, 
more than the law, or fear of hell ? Have I aimed at 
God's honour in all my actions, civil, natural, and reli- 
gious ? Am I humbled, and denied to mine own will, 
wit, credit, eafe, and honour, and to ail the enjoyments 
of the world? Am I acquainted with the throne of grace, 
and defirous to keep up a conftant correfpoD.den.ce with 
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it ? let me not rell till I perceive thefe thing* i,i my 
foul which accompany falvation. 

O how comfortable would it be to me now, if I could 
fay with good Hezekiah in his Gcknefs, " Remember 
now, O Lord, how I have walked before thee in truth, 
and with a perfect heart, and have done that which is 
good in thy fight." O that I could pray, and fay, with 
Jefus my Saviour, when in the view of death, " Father, 
I have glorified thee on the earth ; I have finifhed the 
work which thou gave ft me to do : and now, O Father, 
glorify thou me with thine own felf, with the glory 
which thou hadft ordained for me before the world 
was!" 

Alas, Lord, I'muft confefs my iniquities have gout 
up above mine head ; my milTpent time, my unfruitful- 
nefs under the means of grace, and waterings of ordi- 
nances, may caufe me to cry out, Woe is me for the 
leannefa of my foul, and barrennefs of my heart ! I have 
been an empty vine, bringing, forth fruit only to my felf, 
I have hid my Lord's money, and therefore deferve the 
doom of the wicked and flothful fervant. But my relief 
is in my Surety's righteoufnefs. Bleffed he the Lord, 
who hath fent his Son to blefs thofe who by nature lie 
under the curfe, and to intercede for thofe that cannot 
fpeak for themfelves. O how fuitable is he to my foul'i 
cafe ! I have indeed a multitude of fins, but he hath a 
multitude of tender mercies; I have deep and heinous 
guilt, but lie hath a deep fountain for walking it out ; I 
am fold under fin, but he hath a ranfom to buy me hack 
again ; my fore is broad, but his plaifter is anfwcrable ; 
my wound is great, but his bairn is excellent. Surely it 
is my wifdom to go to Chrift with all my grievances, 
and always to lie and cry at my Redeemer's door. 

O that now, when the fun of my life is fitting, 
bleffed Sun of righteoufnefs may arife and fhine upon my 
foul ! Goodnefs and mercy hnth followed me whi'e I 
lived ; O that Chrift and glory may meet me when I die! 
I mufl; acknowledge thy goodnefs ; were this the lad 
Lour I had to live, and this the laft word I had to fpeak 
in the world, I behoved to fay, Lord thou haft been a 
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merciful and gracious God to me ; my whole life hath 
been a continued tract of mercy ; Lord,' crown the end 
of it with mercy alfo. Surely the fea'is not To full of 
water, nor'the fun fo full of light, as thou art full of 
grace and mercy. O let not my fins flop the current of 
thy tender mercies at this time. Lord, drown all my 
fins in the fea of Chrlft's blood, that my foul may not 
be funk by them in the ocean of divine wrath. Lord 
Jefus, embrace my perifhing foul in thy arms : let thy 
crofs be my fecurity, and thy wounds my refuge. 

O thou that heareft the young ravens which cry, be 
not lilent to me at this time, left if thou be filent to me, 
I be like them to go down to the pit. 

Lord, I am now called to the work I never did ; give 
me the ftrength I never had; Surely it is an important 
matter to die, and my eternal ftate dependeth upon dy- 
ing aright. What I do amifs in my life one day, I may 
amend it in the next : but not fo here, I can die but 
once : if I mar this piece of work, I cannot come back 
to mend it agai» ; if I forget any thing ncceffary for my 
journey, I cannot return to fetch it. Oh, a wrong ftep 
in going out of this life is highly dangerous. In one 
refpccl it is like the fin againft the Hoiy Ghoft, and can 
never be forgiven ; for I cannot come back to mourn for 
it. Of all the bufinefs I ever undertook, 1 have mod 
need to take care of my dying. 

Oh, is death coming to take down this earthly taber- 
nacle, and to put the one half of me in the dark grave, 
and the other half of me in heaven or in hell ; and (hall 
1 give deep to mine eyes, or {lumber to mine eye-lids, 
till I find myfelf in that cafe, that I dare look death in 
the face, and dare hazard -my foul upon eternity ?'• 

O to have right imprefilons of the certainty of death, 
and the uncertainty of life ! What is my life but a va- 
pour, a fand glafs of fixty or feventy years, which will 
foou ru:i out ? Eternity and a judgment-feat are now 
hard upon me. The blaft of the lad trumpet is at hsnd. 
Tlurc will fhortly be a proclamation by one (landing in 
the clouds, that time fhall be no more. The world looks 
big in men's eyes in time of health ; but when the eye- 
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firings break, the breath turns cold, and the wnprifoned 
foul looks out at the windows of the clay-haufe, rcadj 
to leap out iato eternity* can the world give any fatisfac- 
tioa i* No, no; a. lamp full of oil will be valued the» 
more than a houfc full of gold. The fiaieft things oa 
earth will then appear nothing but a piece of painted 
duft, and gilded clay. How gladly would the greateft 
worldling, then, give all his gold and filver, riches and 
honours, for one fight of Chrift's fair face, onefmile of 
his countenance ? O wherefore fhould men in health 
neglect the market of grace, and flight the pearl of great 
price? Why mould they fpend their mmey for that 
which is not bread, and their labour for that which fat- 
isfieth not ? 

Lord, fave me from the hypocrite's cafe at death, 
whofe eandle of profeffion and of hope burns and blazes 
fair all the way with him, but goeth out in the dark 
trance of death ; and there he Humbles and falls, and 
(hall rife no more. O that my profeflion and hope may 
b«j of God's creating ! If God light my candle, then 
fhall my feet be enlightened through the dark valley, and 
death nor hell (hall not be able to put it out. 

Lord, fubdue fin in me, and kt it be continually dy- 
ing now, that it may certainly be dead before me. God 
forbid that my fins fliould furvive me. 

O that, when the ftroke of death diflolves my body, 
my foul may efcape as a bird out of the- fn are of the fow- 
ler, and may afcend to the heavenly regions to enjoy 
God himfelf. 

O let me look through the grates of mortality, and 
long for the jailor's coming tq fet me at liberty. God 
help me to overcome the love of life, and fears of death. 
If my neighbour lend me any tiling, I pay it again with 
thanks; and fhall I not reftore my life, to God with 
thanks, who hath been pleafcd to lead me it i"o long ? 
Arife, and let me depart, for this is not my reft ; heav.. 
en is my home, Lord, bring me to it ; the jwys of it arc 
too great to enter into me, Q make i»e fit to euter into 
them. 
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While I lie on a fick bed, Lord, help me to patience 
in my ficknefs without murmuring. 

How willingly would the damned in hell endure my 
pains a thoufand years, if they had my hopes of being 
faved at laft ! BltfTed be God, that my ficknefs is not 
hell, that my pains are not eternal. 

O that I may look on my affliction as coming from the 
hand of him that is the Lord of health and of ficknefs, of 
life and of death; who killeth and maketh aiive, bringeth 
down to the grave, and raifeth up again ! That fovereign 
and wife Lord hath determined the time when myaf- 
fh&ion (hall end, as well as the time when it began.— 
Thirty-eight years were appointed the fick man at Be- 
thefdapool ; eighteen years the woman that Satan kept 
bound ; twelve years to the woman with the bloody if- 
fue ; ten days tribulation to thofe of Smyrna ; three days 
plague to David. The number of the godly man's tears 
is regiftered in God's bock ; yea, the hairs of his head 
are numbered. 

When David got his choice of his cwn chaftifement, 
he chofe rather to be corrected by the hand of God, than 
by any other means, faying, •* Let me fall into the hands 
of the Lord, for his mercies are great." I was dumb, 
and opened not my mouth, becaufe thoudidit it. Glory 
to God, that I am fallen into his merciful hand. Hath 
God appointed that man's coining into the world fhall 
be attended with pain and crying, and his going out of 
it with grief and trouble ; and fiiall 1 quarrel at it ? No, 
I delire humbly to under! y the correction of mine iniqui- 
ty, and to bear the indignation of the Lord, becaufe I 
have finned againft him. O that the ficknefs of my body 
may be a means of health to my foul ! May I be chaf- 
tencd of the Lord, fo that I may not be condemned with 
the world ! 

It i? good for the believer that he is afflicted, why \ 
it fprings from divine love, and it works for his foul's 
good. Affliction is a feal of his adoption, and no fign of 
reprobation. The pureft gold is often: tried, the fweet- 
ell grape is hardeft prefTed, and the truell chriftian is 
heavieft croffed. But O how foon will the chrillian for- 
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get all his groans when he comes to heaven ! As foon 
as Stephen faw Chrift, though at a diftance, he forgot all 
his wounds and bruifes ; he minded no more the terror of 
the ftones about his ears, but fweetly yielded his foul 
into his Redeemer's hands. 

I read of many in the gofpel, that by ficknefies and 
difeafes were driven unto Chrift, who, if they had en- ' 
joyed health and profperity, would have neglected, like 
many others, to come to him. O blefled is that crofs, 
that draweth a fmner to Chrift, to lay open his own mife- 
ry, and implore Chrift's mercy. And blefled be tliat 
Chrift, who never refufeth the finner that corneth to him, 
though driven by affliction and mifery. To whom ftiall 
fuc'u a diftreffed creature as I go, but to him who is the 
only phyfician, that can both cure my foul from fin, and 
my bi -dy from fickneis ? 

Lord, th « never deniedfl thy mercy to any fmner that 
aiked it with a penitent heart. There were many forta 
of fick finners that came to thee in the days of thy flefli^ 
the bli-.'d, the deaf, the lame, the lepers; thofe that were 
fick of palfies, drcpjGfif, fevers, flukes, and were pofTcflcd 
with devils ; and yet never one of them came crying for 
mercy, that went away without his errand, were his fin 
tever fo great, his difcafe never fo grievous. -Nay, fo 
merciful is my } edeemer, that he offered and gave hi* 
mercy to many that never afked it, being moved with 
the bowels of his own co.mpaffion, and the fight of their 
mifery ; fo dealt he with the woman of Samaria, the 
widow of Nam, ?.t)d the man that lay thirty-eight years 
at, the pool of Bethefda. Oh, if he gave his mercy fo 
willingly to them that did not afk it, and was found of 
them that fought him not, will he deny mercy to my foul 
that is crying for it ? 

There is but a ftep betwixt me and death ; Lord, feal 
my pardon to me, before I go hence, and be no more. — 
O draw nigh to me, and favc me ; for my foul is full of 
trouble, and my life draweth nigh unto the grave. Thy 
. loving kindnefs is better than life ; O make me furc of 
that, and I will willingly part with this mortal life. 

O thou WiiO willed not that any fhcmld pcrifh, but 
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that all fhould come to repentance ; be pleafed to make 
»fc of the challifement of my body, as a medicine to 
cure my foul, and bring me to a true and fincere repen- 
tance. One day is with thee as a thoufand years ; O 
work in me in this, which may be my la(t day, whatfo- 
ever thou feeft wanting in me. Enable me to prefent 
unto thee the facrifice of a broken and contrite heart, 
which thou haft promifed not to defjiife. Give a true 
and lively faith in the blefi'ed Jefus, who is the propitia- 
tion for our fin's ! He was wounded for >. our tranfgrei- 
firms, he was bruifed tor our iniquities, the chafti!e.v<ent 
of our peace was upon him ; O heal me by his (tripes. 
Let the cry of his blood drown the clamor o'f my fins. I 
am indeed a child of wrath, but Chrift is the Son of thy 
love ; O pity me for his fake, and let my foul hud fanc- 
tuary in his wounds. 

O Lord, the waters of affliction are come in even up- 
on my foul ; O let the fpirit of God mo e on thefe wa- 
ters, that, like the pool of Bethefda, they may cure 
whatever fpiritual difeafes thou feeft in me. O Lord, 
conlider my affliction, accept my tears, affuage my pain, 
increafe my patience, and finifli my troubles. 'Cor reel 
me with the challifement of a lather, and not with the 
wounds of an enemy ; and though thou take not off thy 
rod, Lord, take away thine anger. 

Lord, the prince of this world cometh, O let him 
have nothing in me ; but, as he accufeth, do thou ab- 
folve. I have nothing to fay for myfelf, but be thou 
my advocate, Lord ; and do thou anfwer for me. I am 
clothed with filthy garments, and Satan (lands at my 
right hand to refill me ; O Lord, rebuke him, and pluck 
me as a brand out of the fire. Canfe mine iniquities to 
pafs from me, and clothe me with the rightcoufnefs of 
thy dear Son. I know, O Lord, that no unclean thing 
can enter into thy kingdom, and thou feeft I am nothing 
but pollution, yea, my very righteotifnefs is filthy rags; 
O warn me, and make rr.c white in the blood of the 
Lamb, that I may be fit to (land before thy throne. O 
take me from the tents of Kedar, to the manfions of 
light and purity. When my earthly houfe of this tabev- 
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naclc is diffolved, let me have a building of God, an 
houfe not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. O 
bring my foul out of prifon, that I may eternally gm 
thanks unto thy name. Amen. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

Containing directions to the friends and neighbours of 
the fick, who are themfelves in health for the time. 

WHEN the Lord fends ficknefs and affliction to 
our neighbours, we ought not to be idle and un- 
concerned fpe&ators of his difpenfations j but wefhould 
harken to the voice of God's rod upon others, and con- 
fider what it is that the Lord is calling for at our hands. 
Thefe following directions may be ufeful to thofe that 
are in health. 

Direct, i. Be very tlunhful to God for the great mercy 
of health ar.djlrer,gth, and improve it to his glory. 

SURELY an healthful perfon hath (till great caufc 
to be a thankful perfon. Health is a mercy that 
doth fcafon and fweeten every other temporal mercy ; 
without it thegrsateit wealth and honours, nay, a king's 
crown, can give no fatisfaftion. It is far more eligible 
to be a healthy beggar, than a fickly king. What cam« 
fort could it afford Us* under tolling ficknefs, and tor- 
turing pains, to have the greateft heaps of money to look 
to, or thoufands corning to pay us homage ; alas, for 
our unthankfulnefsto hhtt who is the God of our health \ 
How little do we prize his goodnefs in continuing with 
u« fuch a longtraci of health and ftrcngth, together with 
the ufe of our reafon and fenfes, when many others are 
deprived of them. Surely God were righteous, flumld 
he teach us to value the worth of thefc mercies by the 
want of them. 

Let us confider how many miferable perfons there arC 
in the world, and who it is that maketh us to differ from 
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them ; how many difeafed, diftra&ed, deformed, lame, 
blind, deaf, and dumb people, there are ; and how eafy 
it had been for God to have put us in their condition, and 
them in ours ! The difference is not owing to any thing 
in U3 : their fins are not greater than ours. Had we a 
due fenfe of our fins and ill defervings, we could acknowl- 
edge ourfelves unworthy of the leaft of all God's mercies; 
we would reckon every common mercy a fpecial blefling, 
and unmerited favour to us. Again, let us take a view 
of the fainting ficknefs, racking pains, and reftlefs nights 
of others. Let us look upon our lick friends fweating 
and burning under fevers ; let us hear them groaning and 
moaning under ftrong pain. '* Their foul abhors all 
manner of meat, and they draw near unto the gates of 
death." Sometimes we fee them panting and fainting, 
and not able to fpeak a word to u*. And what is the 
language of all this to us ? Is it not, that we fhould 
thankfully adore our gracious God, and ble£s and magni- 
fy him, for his diftinguifhing goodnefs to us ? O how 
much are we bound to the Lord, that it is not fo with us 
as with others ! While weariforne nights are appointed 
to them, and their bones are full of toffing ; all the com- 
forts, of this life are taftelefs to them, their friends are 
weeping about them, but cannot help them : " It is far 
©therwife with me, (may you fay) my mercies and rela- 
tions are comfortable and helpful to me, 1 reliih my 
food, my bed gives me eafe, my fleep is refrefhing : I 
have freedom to read and pray, meditate and attend the 
public ordinances. Praife the Lord; O my foul ; and 
all that is within me, biefs his holy name. Forget not 
this benefit of health, that is the chief of all my outward 
blefiiiigs. Some would part with all their worldly 
wealth, to have fo much bodily health as I have. Long- 
have I undervalued and abufed this choice mercy of 
health ; O that I could mourn for my negleft, and re- 
folve in God's rtrength to improve my remaining health, 
for the praife and fervice of that merciful God who is the 
author and preferver of it ! let me fpend, and be fpent 
for God, that gives me all my health and Ilrength for his 
glory. Let me abhor the ingratitude of thofe who era- 
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ploy the health which-God giveth, in the fervic? of hit 
enemies ; and make a facrifice of it to the devil, the 
world, and the flefli. O what prodigious folly are thefe 
guilty of, who, for fatisfying their fenfual appetite, do 
often deprive themfelves of health, which is in iilelf a 
thoufand times of more value than all their brutifh pleaf- 
ures ; God help me to prize this mercy, that can never 
be prized enough." 

Direct, ft. Male covfeience of vijiting your Jlcl friendt 
and neighbours, believing that it is your duty ar.d intereji 
fo to do. 

VISITING of the fick is not only the duty of the 
ministers of Chrift, but likewife of all the member* 
cf Chrift ; for we are all enjoined to remember them that 
are in adverfity, and to fympathize with the afflidied, at 
being uurlelves alfo in the body. "To him that is af- 
flicted, pity fhould be fhewn by his friend?," faith Job. 
And our Lord gives it as a character of thofe whom he 
will own and acquit at the great day, Matt. xxv. $6. 
" I was fick, and. ye vifited me." This is the way to be 
like him, who is the Father of mercies, and whofe foul 
was grieved for the miferies of Ifracl, Judges x. 16 — 
We read how tenderly David fympathifed with his ene- 
mies when they were fick, Pfal. xxxv. 13, 14. and much 
more ought we to vifit and fympathize with our fick 
friends. To vifit the profperous, and healthy, is an adt 
of courtefy and civility; but to vifit the affli&ed and 
fickly, is an act of charity and ehridianity. 

And as it is your duty, fo it is your intereft and ad- 
vantage to vifit the fick. The wife man tells you, Ecclef. 
vii. 2. " It is better to go to the houfe of mourning, 
than to the houfe offeafting." King Joafh went to fie 
Ehfha in his ficknefs, ar.d wept over him ; and he loft 
nothing by fi> doing, 2 Kings xiii 14. for he obtained 
thereby three famous victories over the Syrians. Tho' 
it be not warrantable to inquire at the dead, Deut. xviii. 
H. yet we may learn many wholeiomc leffons from the 
dying, and even though they be fpeechlefs. As for in- 
stance, we may hereby be inftructed how to prize health, 
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mind our own frailty, and provide for the time of fick- 
nefs. When we behold their llrength langui/hing, their 
tongue3 faultering, their eyes failing, their countenance 
pale ; we fliould think with ourfelves, "This will be my 
cafe ere long ; the next arrow that death moots, may be 
levelled at me ; how much is it my concern to prepare 
for it !" Alfo we may think, what a bitter thing fin is, 
that is the caufe of all thefe pains and diftreffej, and how 
mad they are who love fin and take pleafure in it. We 
- may fee likewife, the great folly of courting and trnfting 
the world, which leaves the fick and dying man in the 
time of the greateft extremity." And we may obferve, 
how happy the man is, that hath an intercft in Chriit, 
the peace of a good confeience, and a well grounded 
hope of heaven ; to yiel 1 fupport and confidence to him 
under his flrugglings with ficknefs and death. When we 
hear the dying man's complaints of his fins, and his la- 
menting his negle£l of duty, and mifpending of precious 
time, we may learn repentance and reformation. When 
we obferve their profeffions of love to Chrift, and their 
hope in him to the la ft, it doth contribute to the quick- 
ening and firengthening of owr faith. A right fight of 
dying perfons, is a good mean to increafe the fpirit of 
grace and fupplication in us. We may fitly allude here 
to the anfwer which Elijah gave to Elifha, when he 
fought a double portion of his fpirit, 2 Kings ii. 10. 
" If thou feeft n* when I am taken from thee, it fhall be 
fo unto thee." A double portiun of the fpirit fliall be 
the allowance of thefe who make confeience of this duty. 

Direct, hi. Let the friends of thejick, and thofe who 
vi/it them, deal faithfully with them about their fouh. 

CONSIDER, this may be the laft opportunity you 
may have of doing any thing for your friend's foul. 
If he die, he is fixed in his everlafting ftate, fo that all 
advices and counfels then will be fruitlefs. It is now, or 
never, you muft exert yourfelf for your friend's advan- 
tage ; there is no knowledge nor wifdom in the grave, 
to which he is going, " God's loving kindnefs cannot be 
declared in the grave, nor his faithfulnefs in deftiuftion," 
S 2 
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Pfal. Ixxxviii. 11. Now ir. the proper time 
good to your neighbour's foul. "When afflidlion opens 
the ear to difcipline, be careful to drop in '■ 
inftruftions into it ; and when the heart is h 
by ficknefs, it is a fit feafon for good eounfel to make 
impreffions on it Let the opportunity then be impro- 
ved with faithfnlnefs and prudence. And, in order 
thereto, ob'Vve the following advices. 

I. Labour to know the fick man's fpi ritual condition, 
that your applications may be fuitable thereunto. The 
knowledge of the difeafe i^ previoufly requifite unto the 
cure : as the miftakc of a phyfician about a man's dif- 
eafe, may be as dangerous as the difeafe itfelf ; fo lure 
it is highly dangerous to miftake the cafe of the fick 
man's foul ; for then lenitives may be applied, when 
corrofives are needful ; promifes may be admi.iiltered, 
when threatnings are more proper. 

II. Beware of flattering the fick with vain hopes of 
life, when he is more likely to die ; lell he be thereby 
tempted to delay or flncken his preparation for another 
world. It is fit that plainnefs be ufed with refpedt to 
his danger, that he may be quickened to his work. 

III. The fick peffon is to be admonifhed and told, 
that ficknefs comes not by chance, nor by fecond eaufei 
merely ; but by the wife direction and fpecial providence 
of God : that fometimes God fmites, out of difpleafure 
for fin, and for the fimier's correction and amendment ; 
and fometimes for the trial and excrcife of his people's , 
graces ; that the fharpeft afflictions mall work together 
for good to them that love God, and are rightly excr- 
cifed under God's hand : that it is a great mercy to a 
finner, when God by his rod gives him warning and 
fpace to repent, and flee to the blood of fprinkling, and 
to cry to God for pardon ; and doth not lnatch him out 
of the world by a fudden death. Upon which account 
the voice of the rod fhould be carefully barkened to, and 
thankfully obeyed. 

IV. If the fick perfon be ignorant, he is to be cate- 
chifed and inftru&ed in the principles of religion, efpe-- 
sially concerning his faith and repentance, and his up- 
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taking of the covenant of garce, and the method of par- 
don and falvation through the righteoufnefs of Chrift 
Apprehended by faith. And it may be proper to demand 
his aflcnt \:> feme of the fundamental truths of chriftian- 
ty, or his anfwer to fnch queftions as thefe : tit, Do 
you believe in God the Father, Son and Holy Ghoft, 
one God in three perfons, the maker and governor of the 
world ? 2cl/y, Do you believe that Jefus Chrift, who aft 
fumed our nature, obeyed the law, died on the crofs, 
rofe from the dead, and afTcended to heaven, is the eter- 
!•..] Son of God, and the only Saviour of finncrs ? $dlyi 
Are you fcnfible that you are a loft finner by Adam's 
fall, and, befides that, guilty of innumerable actual fins ;, 
and that you have broken God's holy commandments in 
thoughts, word?, and deeds, and for fo doing, do deferve 
God's wrath both in this life and that which is to come ? 
4-tl'Iy, Are you truly grieved and forry for breaking 
God's law, neglecting his worfliip, mifpending your 
time, and purfuing the vanities of the world ? And 
would you do as you have done, or live otherwise, if you 
were to begin your life again ? ^thly, How do you think 
to get your guilt removed, your fins pardoned, and your 
peace made up with God ?■ Are you defirous from your 
heart to be reconciled to God. through Jefus Chrift, the 
bleffed peace maker ? 6t/:!y, Do you heartily approve of 
the gofpel method of reconciliation, by the righ.teoufm.fs 
and facrifice offered up by the Lord Jefus Chrift as your 
furety, is your name and ftead ? And is your foul defir- 
ous to choofe and accept of Chrift for your mediator and 
Saviour, in ell his offices, of prophet, pneft, and king ? 
lihly, Do you renounce all confidence in any other, all 
dependence on your own duties and righteoufnefs, and 
put your whole truft and confidence in Chrift, and the 
merits of his blood, faying, " Whom have I in heaven 
but thee ? and there is none on earth that 1 defire befides 
thee." Do you believe that there is no falvation in any 
Other; and that there is no name under heaven whereby 
you can be faved, but Jefus Chrift only ? Stkly, D*> you-. 
defire to be wholly renewed and fanctified by virtue <;£ 
thrift's blood, and to (hew forth the reality of. your faitli^ 
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by good works and a holy lif^ for the time you have to 
live in the world ? And, as an evidence thereof, are you 
tolling to reftore what you have taken wrongfully from 
any, and to forgive all wrongs done to you by* any, and 
to caft out all malice or hatred you have borne to any, 
and afk forgivenefs of any you have injured ? gthfy, Do 
you believe that Chrift is coming at the la it day to judge 
all the world, both the quick and the dead, whom he 
(hall then raife from the grave, and that your dead body 
{lull rife with the reft ? iQthfj, Do you believe the im- 
mortality of the fo.uU and its living in a feparate ftatc af- 
ter death, and that the fouls of believers do immediately 
pais into glory, where they fliall be ever with the Lord ? 

V. In dealing with the Tick you are to feparate be* 
twixt the precious and the vile, and make a difference 
betwixt the converted and the unconverted. And feeing 
different applications are requifite, you are, according to 
your knowledge, to ftudy to fuit your counfcls, admo- 
nitions and prayers, to their ftate and condition ; not 
uiing the fame words to the ungodly as you ufe to the 
godly, left you flatter them with ill-grounded hopes that 
their ftate is fafe, while they are ftrangers to a work of 
regeneration. That great truth is to be declared to all, 
that " unlefs a man be born again, he cannot fee the 
kingdom of God." O it 13 dangerous to fpeak peace, 
where God fpeaks war. 

VI. If the fick perfon feem to be fecure, or have not 
a due fenfe of his iins, endeavours muft be ufed to con- 
vince him of the guilt, pollution, and danger of them, in 
order to his humiliation. Prefumptuous fmners are not 
to be flattered, left we betray their fouls into eternal ru- 
in, and fo their blood be required at our hand. No fond 
love, no flavifti fear, muft keep us from telling them the 
hazard of their prefer, t ftate. The fecure confeience 
muft be awakened to fee the demerit of fin, and the ter- 
riblenefs of the juftice of a fm-revenging God, before 
whom no Chriftlefs impenitent finger can ftand : this is 
neceffary in order to a Tinner's discovering his loft cafe in 
himfelf, and his fleeing to Chrift for refuge. It is God's 
wethod, firft to caft down the foul before be lift it up ; 
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to plow the heart by conviction, before he cafl in the 
feed of confutation. 

VII. If the fick perfon hath ftudied to walk upright- 
ly, but is at prefent difcouaraged upon account of the 
(harpnefsof the rod, Satan's temptations, the guilt of fin, 
fear of death, or the like ; then fuitable counfels, refolu- 
tions, and comforts, are to be tendered, in order to his 
fettlemcnt and fupport. Particularly he may be told, 
that /harp rods are no wife inconfiftent with divine love ; 
nay, frequently, they are a fign of it : for as (landing 
waters turn corrupt, becaufc they have no current ; and 
thefe who are not poured from veffel to veffel, their tafte 
remains and their fcent is not changed ; therefore, God, 
in order to take away the fcent of tl.: corrupt nature 
from us, is pleafed to change us from ilate to (late, by 
crofTes and iicknefs, to falvation. And as Noah's Ark, 
the higher it was toffed with the flood, the nearer it 
mounted towards heaven ; fo the fan&ified foul, the more 
jt is exercifed with affliction, the nearer it is lifted towards 
God. Again, it is proper to fet before him the fieenefs 
»nd fulnefs of God's grace, the fufiiciency of right eouf- 
feefi in Chrift, and his rich and gracious offers in the gof- 
pel, by which we are allured, that all who repent and be- 
lieve with all their heart in God's mercy through Chrift, 
renouncing their own righteoufnefs, (hall not periih in 
their fins, but have life and falvation in him ; and that 
believers in Chrift are allured of victory over Satan, death, 
and all their enemies, becaufe Chrift their head hath by 
his crofs conquered the devil, unllinged death, triumphed 
over the grave, and obtained victory for all his members. 
So that neither life nor death, principalities nor powers, 
(hall be able to feparate them from God's love in Chrift. 

VI. I. If a fick man be fo tempted and troubled in 
confeience, that he is in hazard of defpaitiug of God's 
mercy ; it is neceffary to inform him of the greatnefis and 
inf.nitenefs of God's mercy ; that the molt notorious 
finners have been pardoned and faved by it, and it is Mill 
offered in the gofpel to the viltft of finners.. Though 
God forefaw all the fins which the world would commit, 
yet thefe dw not hinder him from loving the world fo, 
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that he gave his only begotten Son to death, to fave as 
many as would believe and repent ; fo that the fine of one 
man can never hinder God from loving his foul, and for- 
giving his fins, when he fincerely defires to repent and 
believe. The cry of the moft grievous fins that are re- 
corded (fuch as thofeof Sodom) could never reach high- 
er than unto heaven, Gen. xii. 13. But David aflures 
us, Pfal cviii. 4. that the mercy of God is great, and 
reaches higher than the heavens, fo that it overtoppeth 
the greaterl of all our fins. If the mercy of God be 
greater than all his works, it muft furely be greater than 
all our fins. Again, lay before him the infinite virtue of 
Chrift's blood : why ? it is not the blood of a mere man, 
but the blood of God, A&s xx. 28. And are there any 
fins fo great, or puilt fo henious, but the blood of God 
can warn away ? This was godly Cranmer's fupport that 
day he fuffercd martyrdom, when his fin of renouncing 
the Proteftant do&rine flared him in the face : " Surely 
(faidhe) God- was made flefh, and Ihed his blood, not 
for lefTer fins only, but for greater fins alfo." He was 
fadly difcouraged, and wept abundantly, till he eyed 
this meritorious blood j and then he took heart and died 
with courage. O.this price was fo great, that it could 
have merited pardon for the fins of all the devils in hell, 
as well as of all the men on earth, though every one of 
them had been red as crimfon. Yea, the leafi drop of 
this blood is of more merit to procure the mercy of God 
for our falvatron, than all our fins can be of force to pro- 
voke the wrath of God for our damnation ; why, the 
greatefl of our fins are but the fins of a man, but the leafl 
drop of Chris's blood is the blood of God. 

Moreover, Let him be put in mind of the willingnefs 
and readinefs of our Redeemer to receive all finners that 
came to him in the days of his flefh, through driven to 
him by ficknefs and affliction ; fo that he never put any 
of them away without their errand, that came crying for 
mercy. Nay, he many times fought out objects for his 
mercy, that were not thinking of coming to him, as 
{hewed before. Obferve the gentlenefs of our Lord's 
carriage to Judas himfclf, ia calling him Friend, after hi* 
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1 rood treacherous dealing, Matt. xxvi. $e. " Friend, 
(faid he) wherefore art thou come ?" Had wretched 
Judas laid hold on the word Friend, out of the mouth 
of Chrift, as Benhadad did the word Brother from the 
irouth of Ahab ; doubtlefs Judas mould have found the 
God of Ifrael more merciful than Benhadad found the 
king of Ifrael. 

Laflly, Let him confider, that to defpair of God's 
mercy, cafts the grcateft difhonour upon tbe divine Majcf- 
ty, and is a fin more henious than all the fins which we 
have before committed : why, it duth charge the great 
God as guilty of perjury, who hath folcmnly fworu, 
that he deiires not the death of a finner, but rather that 

• he mould repent and live, Ezek. xxxiii : i. God was 
more difpleafed with Cain for defpairing of his mercy, 
than for murdering his brother ; and with JuJas for 
hanging himfelf, than for betraying his Matter : why, 

I becaufe that by their defpair they would make the fins of 

I mortal men greater than the infinite mercy of the eterncd 
God. 

| Direct, ix. Be earnefl tn prayer to God for your fr'iendt 
<whenfick tr dying, Pray 'with them and for them. 

fj REOJJENTLY fick perfons are fo difquieted with 
pain and trouble, that they are out of cafe to pray 
for themfelves, and therefore they have the more need of 
the prayers of others. David failed and prayed for his 
enemies when they were fick, Pfal. xxx. 13. much more 
ought we to pray for our friends in that cafe. Never did* 
■they need our prayers fo much, as when they are called to 
enter upon an unchangeable condition, to go to their 
long home, even that place wherein they mull abide for- 
j -ever Now they are in the land of prayer, and it is now 
or never that you mult pray and beg mercy for them. — 
When their life is gone, they go from the land of prayer, 
and are fixed in that place whence they fhall never re- 
move : then all your prayers and cries for them will he 
in vain. If your friend be a ftranger to Chrilt, he is oh 
the brink of hell, and knows it not ; and will yon not 
xrry to God to open his eyes, and fave him from falling 
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ir.to that devouring- pit, out of which there is no redemp. 
tion ? You would be willing to fit up a whole night for 
the re'ief of his body, and will you not fptnd a part of a 
sight for the good of his foul, That is a thoufand times 
more valuable ? Now the qucftion is, whether this pre- 
cious foul fhall be ChritVs or the devil's for ever ? And 
when will you wreftle for your friend, if you do it not 
now ? If the fick perfon be a child of God, you may pray 
with him v ith the more comfort, and expectation to be 
heard. You may, in that cafe, fend the fame meffage 
by prayer to Chrift, that the filler of fick Lazarus did, 
John, xi. 3. " Lord, behold, he whom thou loved is 
fick. ' Lord pity him, comfort him, abate his dillem- 
per, and relieve him from it if it be thy will ; if not, 
grant him thy gracious prefence and fafe conduct thro' 
the Jordan of death, and a happy landing in the Canaan 
of glory. 

We are told, that the prayers of the righteous, in 
fuch cafes, doth avail much, James v. 16. And this 
to encourage us to pray one for another. Whatever be 
the lick pcrion's condition, fuch confeffions and petitions 
as thefe following may be made ufc in prayer for him. 

PETITIONS FOR THE SICK. 

ORD, thou firfl breathed!! into man the breath of 
life > and when thou takell away that breath, he 
dies, a:id returns again to his dull. May we be duly 
■fenfible of olir dependence on thee for all that we enjoy. 
We acknowledge, that our great abufe of the many daya 
of health and welfare thou afforded: us, doth jullly de- 
ferve the vifitalion of ficknefs and difeafes. Wo's us, 
we lie under a burden of fin, both original and actual; 
we are all children of wrath by nature, aad under the 
curfe of a broken law ; and all other miferies temporal 
and f pi ritual, diftempert, pains, death, and hell itfelfj arc 
the iffues thereof. Be merciful to the fick perfon under 
thy hand ; difcover to him his fin?, and the caufe why 
fhou contendeft with him. Make him fee that he is loft 
in himfelt", and wholly unable to fatisfy the demands of 
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-offended juftice ; and do thou reveal Chrift to his foul 
for righteoufnefs and life. O gi*e him thy holy Spirit 
to create and ftrengthen faith, that he may lay hold on 
Chrift as offered in the gofpel ; work in him the grace 
of true repentance. Enable him to fearch his heart, 
and try his ways, fo as he may difcover every aecurfcd 
thing, every Achan in the camp, that hath provoked the 
Lord againft him. When thou putteft him in the fur- 
nace, be pleafed to ftnnd by it, and overfee the metal 
while it is melting in it. Try him as filver is tried, and 
' bring him out purified, and let him loofe nothing in the 
furnace but his drofs. Remove his fins from thy pref- 
ence as far as eaft is from the weft, that they may never 
trouble his confeience, nor rife in judgment againft big 
I foul. However bitter the cup may be, let it be medici- 
nal to cure all the difeafes of his foul. O that thefe af- 
' fli&ions, which are but for a moment, may work for him 
a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, thro' 
•Jefus Chrift the purchafer. 

Look down from heaven, the habitation of thy holi- 
nefs, behold his affliction and his pain, and forgive all his 
fin. Shew fuch pity to him as a fatherdoth to his child, 
and lay no more upon him, than he is able to bear. — 
Lord, give patience and ftrength anfwerable to the bur- 
den of trouble thou haft laid on him. In time of his 
weaknefs, uphold him by thy ftrength. Relieve his 
wants out of thy infinite fulnefs. Lord, thou knowefl 
his frame, and remembered that he is duft ; fave him 
from extremity of trouble ; either abate his pain, or in- 
creafe his patience to endure what thou meafureft out to 
him. Give him the evidences of all the graces of thy 
Spirit. Arm and defend him againft all the fuggeftion," 
and temptations of Satan. Take his heart wholly off 
the wcrld, and fet his affections on things above. Lord, 
make ufe of tliis chaftifemcut of his body as a medicine 
to cure his foul, by drawing his foul, that is fick of fin, 
to thyfclf. O enable him in a penitent believing man- 
ner to come by repentance to Chrift his foul-phyfieian, to 
get it healed of all its maladies. Sanftify Lis ficRnefe, 
:ie fruit of it be to purge away his fin. 
T 
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If God fliall be pleafcd to add to his days, blefs all 
means of his recovery. Remove the difeafc ; renew Li; 
ftrength both outward and inward; herd his foul as well 
as his body. And enable him to walk tenderly before 
God, and carefully to remember and perform fuch vows 
and promifes of obedience as men are apt to make in 
time of ficknefs. 

If God hath determined to finifh his days by the pref- 
ent vifitation ; let him find fuch evidence of the pardon 
of his fins, of his intcreft in Chrift, and eternal life, as 
may caufe his inward man to be renewed, while his out- 
ward man decayeth ; that he may meet death without 
fear, ca{£ himfelf wholly on Chrift without doubting, 
and defire to be diffolved, that he may for ever be with 
3cfus Chrift. Lord, make his laft works better than 
his firft, and the day of his death better than the day of 
his birth. Make his laft words his beft words, his lafl 
thoughts his beft thoughts, and his laft hour his beft 
hour. O let him die the death of the righteous, and let 
his laft end be like his. Let the eyes of his foul be 
opened to fee bin fins and his Saviour, before the eyes of 
his body be fhut by death. Take away the fting of 
death, the guilt of I'm, that he may walk through the 
valley of the fiiadow of death, and fear no evil. Open 
thou his lips, that his mouth may fhew forth thy praife, 
before he go to the place of filence. And when his 
ftrength doth fail, and his tongue is not able to utter 
■words, let the blood of Chrift fpeak for him in heaven : 
and let thy holy Spirit within him make requefls for him 
with figiis and groans that cannot be uttered. When 
the fight of his eyes doth fail him, let the eyes of hia 
faith be (lengthened, that his foul (with Stephen at his 
death) may behold Jefus Chrift in heaven ready to re- 
ceive him. Lord, ftand by him in his laft conflict with 
his enemicf, Satan and death, that he may overcome 
both, and be m ;re than n conqueror through Chrift 
that hath loved hirr:. Into thy hands we commend his 
(jpirit. 

L>-J, teach us who do furvive, by this and other like 
dairy ' of our mortality, to fee how frail a 
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■certain our condition is, and fo to number our days, thaf. 
we may ferioufly apply our hearts to heavenly wifdom, 
through Jefus Chrift, Amen. 

Direct, v. Be careful to furn/fh your friends <wiih fuit- 
able company , and fpiritual converfe, when they are fid 
9T dying. 

AS worldly company and converfe are great hindran- 
ces, fo fpiritual company and converfe are fpecial 
helps to the fick and dying. Now, that the friends of 
the fick may prevent the one,' and provide the other, let 
the following advices be remembered. 

I/?, Mind your friends timeoufly to make their wills, 
and difpatch the tcttlement of their worldly affairs, that 
fo they may not be didurbed at the laft, nor any wife 
diverted from their main work, by thoughts or difcour- 
fes about the world. A mind abftraSed from the world 
is a moil fuitable difpofition for a dying man. You 
cannot carry the things of this world with you when you 
go hence ; and it is not fit you (hould carry the thoughts 
of them. 

icily. Keep carnal company from them as much as 
pofiible, and all thefe that would divert them by idle or 
worldly difcourfe. It i; both impertinent and cruel, to 
throw in fuch impediments in the way of thofe that are 
going fpeedily to their endlefs Mate. 

$d/y, Do what you can to get faithful minifters and 
godly Christians to be much about them, who are fit to 
inftrucl and counfel them about their foul's matters, and 
alio to pray with them and for them. 

\thly, Be often minding your fick friends of their chief 
work, and thofe things which belong unto their peace. 
Whatever be their (late, whether gracious or gracelefs, 
it is proper to hz minding them, i. Of the vanity and 
emptinefs of the world, that can neither give eafe to the 
body, nor comfort to the foul, when either of them is in 
trouble. 2. Of the finfulnefs of fin, which is the fpring 
of all difeafes and miferies whatever. 3. Of the pre- 
cioufnefs and ufefulnefs of Chriit to ?. (inner ia all cafes, 



1*20 Afflicted Man's Companion. 

;<\A efpecially at a dying hour. 4. Of the iuexpi 
felicity of believers inChrift after death, See. 

Lafily, If you .think yourfelves notable to inftru& or 
advife your fick friends as they ftand in need, then read 
ioiue good book to them, that may be fuitable to the 
condition of their fouls ; and if you have not a fitter at 
hand, read fome chapters or direftians of this book to 
them, as you may fee moft proper for them. But above 
all books, read to the fick the holy fcriptures, particular 
chapters and Pfalms there, fuch as the three laft chapters 
-of Gen. the laft chapter of Deuteronomy, the 1 7th chap- 
ter of the ift book of Kings, and 2d chapter of the 2d 
Look of Kings, the 14th and i^th chapters of Job, the 
Pfalms of David ; and particularly the 6th, the 23d, 
25th, 30th, 38th, 41ft, 42d, 49th, 51ft, 71ft, 73d, 77th, 
88th, 89th, 90th, 103d, 1 16th, 1 1 8th, 130th, i42d, 
143d, and feveral other Pfalms — the 12th chapter of 
Kcclefiaftes ; the 38th, 53d, 54th, and 55th Ifaiah ; the 
three laft chapters of Luke; the r.fth, 15th, 1 6th, 17th, 
iind 2Cth chapters of John ; the 1 8th chapter of the 
Romans; the 15th chapter of the 1 ft Cor. the 5th of 
the 2d Cor. the 4th of ift Theff. the nth and 12th of 
Heb. the three laft chapters of the Revelation, and the 
like. 

DrRECT. vi. Be Jihewife fultably concerned for the bodies 
of your friends, when they areftck. 

F you would evidence a fuitable concern for them, 
then you muft deal tenderly and compaffionately with 
them in their fickaefs, btar with their impatience and 
fretting, weary not of them, nor grudge at the trouble 
they put you to ; for fhortly you yourfelves may be in 
the like cafe, when you fliall be as great a trouble to oth- 
ers, as your friends are now to you. 

Again, it is neceffary to employ phyf^cians, and ufe 
the belt means for the recovery of your friend's health. 
The means indeed muft not be trufted to inftead of God, 
but ufed in fubferviency to him, who hath appointed 
them, ai.d can only give fuccefs to them. We muft be- 
ware of Afa's fin, that fought to the phyficiani, and not 
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to the Lord. Let us neither take food nor phyfic with" 
oat prayer to God for his bleffing thereupon. 

Direct, y j i . When thejiclnefs of your relations or neigh- 
■ hours doth ijfue in death, Jludy a Chrljiian and fultalh 
behaviour under fush a difpenfation. 

WHEN a parent loofeth a promifing child, or a 
child loofeth a loving parent, or when death de- 
prives us of any near.relation, it is a fpeaking and trying 
providence ; and we have much need of grace and coun- 
fel from God to carry a right under it. Let us obferve 
thefe advices. 

I. It is neceffary in fuch a cafe, that we have a ten- 
der feufe and feeling of God's afflicting hand. There 
are two extremes which we mull equally avoid, was. to 
make light of the death of relations ; and to be exceffive- 
ly grieved on that account. God will have us neither to 
deipife his rod, nor to faint under it, Heb. xii. 5. God 
isdifpleafed with thofe that are ftupid and infenhble un- 
der fuch affliction?. Why ? They defpife his rod, and 
make light of Lis corrections. Hence he complains of 
thefe, Jer. v. 3. "I have fmitten them, but they have 
not grieved." God will have us to feel his hand, to 
inquire into the meaning of the rod, and fcarclvfor thefe 
fins that have provoked God to fmite us. It is a fign 
of a naughty, felfifli, and unchriftian fpirit, to be uacbu* 
cerned for the death of friends ; and it is much more fo 
in children, who have a fecret fatisfaction in the death 
of parents, becaufe of the worldly riches or liberty which 
they get thereby. God ufeth to follow tins wicked 
temper with his heavy judgments even in this life. 

II. Confider, that God is calling you, by the death 
of others, to keep up lively and lading impreffions of 
death and eternity upon your fpirits. God knoweth 
how advantageous it would be for men fo to do ; and 
therefore he fets frequent fpe&acles of mortality before 
their eyes for this end. But fuch is the corruption and 
earthlinefs of our minds, that we foon forget the thoughts 
of oVeath. When we fee our friends in the pangs of 
tulh, or laid ia thegiave, it ftnkes m with fume fear 

1' 2 
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and concern, to think, that one day this -will be our ow« 
cafe ; but no fooner is the dead interred, and the grave 
filled up again, than all thefe ferious thoughts begin to 
vanifh, and men Teturn to their fins and pleafures as be- 
fore. Ah, what folly is this ! Should not men always 
keep alive the ferious thoughts of death and a future 
Hate ? Are we not always alike mortal ? Are we not as 
liable to death's aired at other times, as when examples 
are before our eyes ? 

III. When God takes away your children or relations, 
let it draw your hearts and affe&ions more towards God 
and things above. As when a fhepherd takelh up in his 
arms a lamb of the flock, the ewe followeth him of her 
own accord, and will not leave him ; fo when the great 
fhepherd of the fheep taketh a child or friend from you, 
it mould caufe you to follow after him, and defire to be 
with him. But one may fay, that is not the cafe with 
me ; I fear the wolf hath got the ftcaying fheep, and de- 
voured it. Then even that fufpicion fhould make you 
run to the good fhepherd, abide with him, and keep 
clofc by the footfteps of the flock, and beware of ftray- 
ing in thefe paths wherein deftroyers go. When God 
taketh from you thefe relations whom you dearly loved, 
he calls you to take your love off the fading creature, 
and fet it on the eternal Creator ; when the weak branch 
is lopt off, then clafp to the body of the tree, which will 
not fail you. 

IV. In fuch trials, ftudy a humble and patient fub- 
mifiion to the will of God, who in his fovertign wifdom 
and pleafure hath taken your child or friend from you. 
Remember who hath done it, even he, who gave all men 
their lives, and hath the abfohite power and right to dif- 
pofe of men's lives as he thinks beft. If your fellow- 
creature do any thing that difpleafeth you, you may both 
afk who did it, and why he did fo ? But when God 
doth any thing to you, you muft remember he is the 
Potter, and you are the clay ; and that he may make or 
mar his clay veffeli, yea, break them in pieces at his 
pkafurs ; and " there is none can ftay his hand, or fay 
to him, what doft thou ? be ftill> and knoyv that I am 
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Cod," Pfal. xlvi. io. The mailer of a family gathers at 
his pleafure the flowers and fruits of his garden ; fome- 
times he cuts off the buds, fometimes he fufters them to 
bloflbm ; fometimes he gathers the green fruit, fome- 
times he ftays till they be ripe, and every body thinks he 
may do with his own what he pleafeth ; and fhall not the 
almighty God have liberty much more to difpofe of all 
that grows in his own territories at his pleafure I The 
mafter of the family hath not created the trees and plants 
of his garden, but God hath made and fafhioned all the 
children of men with his almighty hand. 

It is the fenfe of this fovereign right and dominion of 
God over his creatures, that hath made his people to be 
filent under the greateft lofks. Hence Aaron when he 
loft his two fons by a fudden and extraordinary ftroke, it 
is faid of him, Lev. x. 3. " And Aaron held his peace." 
He opened not his mouth, becaufe it was a fovereign 
God that did it. So holy Job, when he loft all his chil- 
dren by one blow, patiently fubmits to this abfolute 
Lord, Job i. z 1. " The Lord gave, and the Lord hath 
taken away ; blefied be the name of the Lord." Job 
knew that God's relation to them was far nearer than 
his, and his right to difpofe of them wasindifputable. — 
It was a holy and excellent fpcech of that honourable 
perfon, Lord Duplefiis, at the death of his only fon ; 
« 5 I could not have borne this from a man, but I can from 
God." 

V. Guard againft immoderate grief and exceflive for- 
tow for the death of children or near relations ; for this is 
finful and offenfive to God. Now, grief is finful and im- 
moderate, when it makes you grudge at God's difpenfa- 
tion, murmur at his will, turn unthankful to him for the 
mercies you enjoy, overlook all by paft favours, and la- 
ment a temporal more than a fpiritual lofs. Alas ! there 
are many who can bewail a dead friend far more than a 
dead heart, and the lofs of a child more than the lofs of 
God's countenance. Now, for preventing this exceflive 
forrow, cdnfiderthefe things. 

iff. If you be Chriftlefs and impenitent, you have rea» 
Jim to bisfi God that the ftroke was not at your own life, 
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for then you had been eternally mifcrable, and without * 
hope. What is the temporal lofs of a child, to the eter- 
nal Lofs of thine own foul ? O it is far better to be child- 
lefs and friendlefs on earth, than to be liopelefs and 
remcdilefs in hell. 

2<#y. Confider how little ground you have to complain 
of any lofs or ftroke you meet with on earth. I. If you 
eye God's fovereignty and power over you, you have 
caufe to be thankful that he hath not annihilated you 
and your relations both long ere now, feeing he hath as 
full a dominion to reduce you to nothing, as to bring 
you from nothing. Though God fhould dam us agaitut 
the walls as a potter doth his vtffel, no man could have 
reafon to fay, What doft then ? or why doll thou ufe 
me fo ? Jer. xvii 6. " O houfe of Ifrael, cannot I do 
with you as this potter? faith the Lord." Nay, he 
hath a greater right to deal fo with us, than a potter 
with his veffel, for God hath contributed all to his crea- 
ture that it hath; but the potter never made the clay 
which is the fubftance of the veffel, nor the water that is 
needful to make it tractable. All that the potter doth, 
is only to mould the clay into fuch a fhape ; befides the 
potter's tody is no better than the clay he makes his 
yeffelof; nay, perhaps that very clay might once have 
been fome part of the body of a man a; good as the pot- 
ter himfelf. Now, mall the potter have fuch afbfolute 
power over that v. Inch is fo near alike to him ; and fhall 
not God have it over that .which is infinitely diftant from 
him ? That word, Dan. iv. 34, 35. "The Moil High 
doth according to his will," is enough to filence the 
murmurmgs of all men Cruder flrokes and loffes. 

2. 1£ you eye the hand of God, as moft jufl: and right- 
eous in what you have met with, youhave no good 
ground to complain. " Have you not procured all this 
to yourfelf V Is not God moft juft in all ?hat hath come 
upon you ? Nay, if you confider your fins, and God's 
abfolute dominion over you, you muft own he might 
have dealt with you in a fmartcr way than he hath done; 
inftead of one affliction, you might have had a thoufand. 

3. Look to the nxrey that is mixed with the rod.— 
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Tl is a wonder that this great Sovereign, who is fo pre- 
yoked by us, fiiotild allow us any mercy at all, and yet 
ac receive innumerable benefits from him. Whatever be 
our affii&ions, furely they are ferlcfs than our iniquities 
deferve. Hath lie caft your child into the grave ? he 
mi-ht juilly have thrown your foul into hell. It is of the 
Lord's mercies you are not confumed. Why fhould a 
living man complain ? a man out of a grave, and out of 
hell too, hath furely no reafon. 

4. If you compare your afllic~lion with the trials of 
other'* of God's people, yea, and thefe faints who have 
been mod eminent, you have no reafon to grudge at your 
lo£s. You ha<ve one child dead, but Aaron (who is 
called the faint of the Lord, Pfal. cvi. 16) had two at a 
ftroke ; nay, Job, whom God commends above all the 
faints iu his day, had all his children flain by one blow, 
and both thefe eminent faints had their loffes by au im- 
mediate and extraordinary ftroke from God. Some 
parents have feen their children live to prove fcan- 
dals to religion., and a grief of mind to themfclve3, and 
would have thought it a mercy if God had taken them 
away when young. Say not then, there is no forrow 
like your fo-rrow j for the cup whicb many others have 
drunk, hath had more bitter ingredients in it than y»ur*. 

$dly, Confider that excefSve grief cannot better your 
cafe, it may well make it worfe. If you ftruggle and 
contend under God's hand, you aft a foolifh part ; as a 
bullock urtaeciiftomed to the yoke, that by his ftrug- 
gh'ng galls his neck, and makes the yoke the more unea- 
fy : or like a bird fluttering in a net, that, inftead of 
freeing, doth the more entangle itfelf. Thus by immod- 
erate forrow and fretting under the ftroke, you fin the 
more asrainit God, and make vour burden the more 
heavy. 

4fA/y, Remember the tranfa&ions of thy foul with 
God in the day thou enteredft into covenant with him. 
When thou faweft tbyfelf on the brink of hell, and a 
burden of fin preffmg thee down, and no hope for thee 
but in Chrift ; then your cry was, "none but Chritt ;. 
take children, relations, riches, and all things in the. 
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wor!d>from me, and give me Chrift. I give up rtiyfelT, 
and all I have, to be difpofed at thy pteafure ; tliy wilf, 
.Lord, mail be my will," &c. Now, God is taking thee 
at thy word, and trying thy fmccrity in what thou faidft 
and profeffedft to him fa fdemnly. He hath difpofed of 
thy dear relation as pkafed him : O believer doft thon 
rue the bargain? would!! thou take thy word again ? 
where is -thy covenanted fubmifiiun to the will of God, 
and thy promifed contentment with all his difpo-fals ? 

$th!y, Dolt thou not believe that a covenanted God 
is better to thee than all the friends in the world ? cannot 
God foon make up the greateft lofs to thee, if thou turn 
to him by prayer, and pour out thy heart and forrows in 
his bofom ? what are the world's comforts to God's com- 
forts ? a fmile cf God's face ia pray r, can foon fweitcn 
thy bitter cup, and make thee forget all thy forrows, 
Pfal. xciv. 19. " In the multitude of my thoughts with- 
in me, thy comforts delight rs.y foul." The author of 
the fulfilling of the fcriptures tells us of one Patrick 
Macilwrae, an eminent fain*, in the weft of Scotland, 
who having loft lii6 dear and only fon, got to his closet, 
and there poured OHt his foul to the Lord. When he 
eame out to his friends at length, who were waiting to 
comfort him, and fearing how he would take fuch a heavy 
ftroke, he returned from prayer with a cheerful counte- 
sance, and told fome of his friends who afked him the 
reaforj of his cheerfulnefs, " that he had got that in his 
retirement with the Lord, that to have it afterwards re- 
newed, he would be content to lofe a fon every day." 

6tb!y, Serioufly confider that you are but a few days 
journey Behind him for whom you mourn, and that you 
will quickly overtake him, and be with him again. This 
allayed David's furrow for his child, 2 Sam. xii. 23. " I 
fliall go to him." It is our expecting, to live here, to 
enjoy the comforts of relations, that c jmmonly makes u» 
grieve fo much for their death ; for if we looked on our- 
felves as men that were to die in a few days we would not 
be fo troubled for our friends that are gone bHt a little 
fpace before us. 

Ithljt If ycur friends are gone to heaven you have 
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more rcafon to rejoice with them than to mourn for th .m ; 
feeing they are unfpcakably happier where they now are, 
than they could have been with you. It is the moll 
fervent defire and wifli of every true chriftian to be in 
heaven : and will you grieve, becaufe God hath taken 
your relations thither, where you defire to be youifelf 
above all things ? As Chrift faid to his difciplea before 
his death, John xiv. 28. " If ye loved me you would 
rejoice becaufe I go unto the Father :" fo, if your de- 
parted friend could fpeak to you from heaven, he would 
fay, " If ye loved me with a pure fpiritual love, ye would 
rejoice that I am gone to my Father, where I am more 
happy than you can poflibly conceive of me." 

ObjeS. **' iiad I ground to think that any friend is 
gone to heaven, it would cafe me ; but, alas, I fear it is 
otherwife." 

Anfw. I. It doth not belong to us to dive into the 
eternal (late and condition of thefe that are gone off the 
ftnge. Thefe fecret things belong to God, who exer- 
cifeth his mercy or juflice towards finners according to 
his fovereign will. 

2. Suppofing the word, you ought to fubmit to the 
incontrolable fovereignty of God who hath mercy on 
y horn he will have mercy, and whom he will he harden- 
eth. " He is of one mind, and who can turn him ?" — 
The Lord cut off Aaron's two fons in the very a& of fin 
and rebellion again ft him, and yet Aaron held his peaee, 
and fo ought you. 

3. Whatever be the lot of others hereafter, you have 
reafon to be thankful to God, for his diitinguifhing mer- 
cy, in laving you from thefe flames that others fall into, 
and giving >' ou good hope through grace of glorifying 
God above forever. 

■Direct, vm. Let the Jichnefs and death of others be a 
warning to yon in time of health, to make due preparation 
for the time offeknefs and of dying, which is before your 
hands. 

ETEN you fee your friends and neighbours in a 
ficklv, weak, or dying condition, the language 
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of *he difpenfation to you that arc in health is, prepare ' 
for fickm f, alfo. Nay, the feeble voice of the fick doth 
proclaim this warning as loudly, as if they fhouid lift up 
their voice like a trumpet, and fay to you, "Remember 
that you muft lie in the fame cafe ere long ; you muft 
alfo groan under pain, loofe your flrength and beauty, 
leave your mirth and company, bid adieu to all the world, 
and look out for the grim meffenger death, that is a 
coming to diffolve the earthly tabernacle, fend the body 
to lie in a putrifying grave, and the foul to ftand before 

God's tribunal, to be fentenced to an endlefs ftate." 

This will be thy cafe, O young man, ftrong man, health- 
ful man, as really in a little, as it is of thci'e now before 
your eyes. O how foon will it come ! what thoughts 
will you then have of the world, of fin, and vain compa- 
ny ? Will any thing comfort you then but the favour of 
God, the love of Chrift, and the review of a holy well 
^pent life ? Wherefore do with all thy might now what 
thy hand finds to do, employ the time of health well in 
preparing for ficknefs, and leave nothing to do in time 
of ficknefs, which is a moft unfit feafon for a man to do 
foul work, and falvation work in. 

I. I fhall begin with thofc of the family where the 
harbingers of death do prefently refide. Surely the 
warnings of ficknefs and death ought to be louder in your 
ears than others, and moft diligently harkened unto by 
you, that lodge under the fame roof with the mefTengers 
>of the ki;.g of terrors. \Jl, Remember that word, c 
Pet. v. 6. " Humble yourfelves therefore under the 
mighty hand of God." It well becomes guilty finners, 
all the members of the family to be humble before a holy 
God, when he is fruiting any of them. Humbly ac- 
knowledge his fovereignty and abfolute dominion over 
you, faying, "Lord, thou art the author and founder 
of families, and thou may ft afflict and puwifh them ai 
thou thinkeft fit. Thou fetteft the folitary in families, 
and multiplied: their number ; and thou mayeft diminifh 
them, yea, lay them defolate according to thy pleafure. 
Thou mighteft have made all the members of the family 
fick, as well as one; thou mighteft have given a deadly 
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blow to parents, children, and fervant?, at once, yea, 
has-e made the houfe in which we live a common grave, 
and buried us all together in its ruins." Humbly ac- 
knowledge the juflicc and mercy of God in the prefent 
vifitation. '■ Lord, inilead of one, we all deferved to 
ha c been thrown on lick beds, and all of us to have 
been fmitten by death. Thou punifheft us lefs than our 
iniquities deferve." Acknowledge alfo God's wifdom 
and love in the prefent affliction, and humbly fubmit to 
take the cup which he hath mingled for you. "The 
cup which our heavenly Father hath ordered for this 
family, (hall we not drink it ? It is a gracious and wife 
God that doth what is done in the family ; therefore it 
is our part to be dumb, and not to open our mouths to 
quarrel it." 

zdly, The command which the king of Ninevah gave 
to all his fubjects, when threatened with ruin, Jonah iii. 
8. is very proper for a mailer of a family to give to a!! 
under his charge, when ficknefs doth rage among them % 
" Fail:, and cry mightily to God, and turn every one 
from his evil way — Who can tell if God will turn away 
from his fierce anger, that we perifh not ? ' When the 
deitroying angel gets a commhTion to fmitc families with 
mortal and infectious difeafes, which fometimes go from 
houfe to houfe like a plague, fweeping many old and 
young off the ftage ; then efpecially it mould be a time 
t>f mighty crying and pleading with God for mercy. — 
And fincfi our pleading is wholly ineffectual without an 
atoning facrifice to incenfed juftice, let us not forgtt to 
bring the all-fuficient facrifice of Chrift's blood along 
with us, and plead it with God for averting his wrath 
from our houfes and families. As Mofes faid to Aaron 
in a time of common calamity, Num. xiv. 46. fo may I 
fay to you that are heads of families, " Take a cenfer 
and incenfe, and go quickly and make an atonement for 
them ; for there is wrath gone out from the Lord ; the 
plague is begun." Bring the incenfe of Chrift's fatis- 
fadlion, that great atonement to divine jnftice, which 
was typified by the legal facrifice? and oblation?. Hum- 
bly and earneftly plead that great facrifice with God, 
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for turning away the fiercenefs of his wrath. Get the 
hunch of hyffop, faith, in order to the fprinjding of 
your houfes with that atoning blood, that fo you and 
your families may be among the preferved in Chrift Je- 
i'us.". 

Lajlly, Let all the family where ficknefs i3, and cfpe- 
eially the head of it, remember that word, Job xxii. 23. 
" Thou (halt not put away iniquity far from thy taber- 
nacles." God hath fent ficknefs with this meilage to 
you, " Search out family fins, whether of omiffion or 
eommifiion ; mourn over them, turn from them, banifli 
them far away. Let no vice lodge under your roof.—. 
Let family worfhip be no more neglected, nor (lightly 
performed. Let God have both the morning and eve- 
ning facrifice." Now, if the members of thefe families 
vifited with ficknefs, who are in health for the prefent, 
would thus humble themfelves, cry to God, plead the 
blood of Chrift, and reform what is amifs among them ; 
the prefent affliction would be fan&ified, and they in 
iome meafure prepared for the like trial, when God fhall 
be pleafed to put the cup in their hands. 

II. In the next place, let me warn all the friends and 
neighbours of the fick, whether they be in the family or 
not, to improve the day of health, in making ready for 
the time of ficknefs. Be much in the exercife of felf- 
examination, humiliation for fin, believing in Chrift, 
renewing covenant with God, mortifying of fin, trim- 
ming the lamp, meditating of heaven, living by faith, 
deniednefs to the world, fludying to overcome the love 
of life, and fears of death. Concerning all which I har« 
given directions in the foregoing chapters of this book, 
when fpeaking to the fick and diftreffed. Thefe exercifes 
are not only proper for the fick, but alfo for thefe in 
health ; and are fwitable preparations for ficknefs and 
death, to be ftudied by all men in every condition. But 
there are fome things further moft necefTary to be minded 
by tKople in time of their health, in order to prepare 
them tar the time of ficknefs and of dying, before it 
come. 

ift. Make your latter-will, and keep it by you, that 
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you may not be encumbered with your worldly affairs, in 
time of ficknefs, or at a dying hour. Surely it is great 
wifdom to put this by-hand in time of health. But 1 
have fpoken largely of this, Ghap. I. Dir. 6. 

idly, Take heed in time of health, that you lay not 
\ip fad provifion againft the day of ficknefs, by your 
carclefs and untender walk. As it is fin chat brings en 
licknefs upon us, fo it is fin that embitters it unto us. O 
beware of all known fin, and particularly the fin of earth- 
ly-rnindednefs, unthanfulnefs for mercies, luke-warmneis, 
in religion, negleft to improve ChrifV, neglect of prayei t 
and formality in it, quenching of the fpirit, falling from 
your firft love, breach of vows, mifcarrying under fignal 
mercies, fianing after afflictions, turning to old fins. — 
Guard againil thefe evils now in time of health, other- 
wife they will put thorns in your pillow when ficknefi 
cometh. Dare not to live in fuch a courfe as you would 
not adventure to die in. How do you know but your 
next ftep may be into the grave ? and would yoa be wil- 
ling to lie down there in your fins, with earthly, d*.ad, 
formal, vvanderi.ig, and unbelieving hearts ? 

3r//y, Sit loofe from the world, and live as flrangera 
in it, that you may be able to pack and be gone from it 
upon ihort warning. Let death find you dead before 
hand, dead to the world. If your affections be glewed 
to the world, it will be a violent rending and fad parting 
yon will have with it when the dying hour cometh. You 
will be ready, like Lot's wife, to linger, hanker, and look 
greedily back again: 

4-t/j/y, Keep rhort reckonings with God and conference, 
that you may not have old fcores to reckon upon when 
you come to the death bed. O what flinging pain and 
torment may one fin unmourned for coil you at that 
time ! Let confeience then bring in the accounts of eve- 
ry day before you fleep, and fpeedily take up every con- 
troverfy that may fall out betwixt God and thy foul. 

$thly. Dwell much upon the thoughts of death, that 
you may learn to be acquainted and familiar with it ; as 
Job was, -who faid, before-hand, " to corruption, thou 
art nv father ; and to the worm, thcu art my mothsr 
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andmyfifter," Job xvii. 14. For this caufc the Egyp- 
tians ufed to place a dead man's fcull in fome confpicuoui 
place of their rooms; likewife the Jews had their fepul- 
chres in their gardens of pleafure, that fo in roidft of 
their delights they might think on their dying time.— 
We read of Philip king of Micedon, that ordered a 
tve-ry morning to rouse him from fleep with thefe wt 
M O king, remember thou art a mortal man." By this 
often repeated leffon, he laboured to humbh- his lofty 
mind, and make his acquaintance with death, that it 
r.vight not feem ftrange or furprifmg to him when it 
ihould actually come and fr.atch him away. 

6th/y, Study to fpend every day as it were to he your 
laft, and perform every duty as it were the laft, ftill look- 
ing on ficknefs and death as very near. That which 
r.iakes moil men fo unconcerned about ficknefs, death, 
and eternity, is, they view them as things afar off, at 
thirty or forty years diftance. "They think their time 
Will be long here : why, they are healthy, of a ftrong 
couftitution, and their fathers lived fo long;" which 
furely are falfe rules to judge by. It was the expecta- 
tion of many years that helped on the ruin of that rich 
fool in the gofpel. It were far better for every man to 
look on himfelf as {landing every day and night at the 
very door of eternity ; and hundreds of difeafes ready 
to open the door and let him in. When you lie down at 
Jiight, leave your heart with Chrift, and compofe your 
jpirits fo, as if you were not to awake till the heavens are 
no more ; for certainly that night cometh, of which you 
will never fee the morning, or that morning,* of which 
you will never fee the night. But which of your morn- 
ings, or nights thefe will be, you know not, feting your 
timec are not in your own hands. 

7thly t Set apart fome time, daily, for thinking, in a 
retired way, on your time that is pall, and upon eternity 
that is to come. The neglec*t of tl*i; duty of meditation, 
and retired thinking, is very prejudicial, both to the 
godly and ungodly. It was David's practice to think, 
and to think upon his ways ; which engaged him to 
reform whatever he found amifs in them,. PfaJ. cxix. 59. 
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Oh! it is the ruin of many a foul, they are utter ftran- 
gers to this way of thinking. I have read of a father, 
who on his death-bed, left it as a folemn charge upon hia 
only fon, who was a prodigal, that he fhould fpend a 
quarter of an hour every day in retired thinking, and let 
him chufe any fubjedt. he pleafed. The fun thinks this 
an eafy talk, undertakes it, and after his father's death 
fet himfelf to perform his promife. One day he thinks 
upon his Ly-paft pleafures ; another day he contrives his 
future delights ; after a while he begins to think ferijuf- 
ly what might be Lis father's defign in laying this talk 
upon him: at length he thinks, his father was a wife and 
good man, therefore finely he intended and hoped that 
among the reft of his meditations, he would fome time 
or other think of religion. When this had truly pof- 
feffed his thoughts, one thought and queftion comes up- 
on the back of another, about his by-paft life and future 
ftate, that he could not contain himfelf in fo fliort a con- 
finement, but was that night without fleep ; yea, and 
afterwards could have bo reft till he become feriouily re- 
ligious. O that I could perfuade ail carelefs and un- 
thinking fouls to go and dp like wife ! Ah ! how many 
fpend their days in a hairy about their woildly affairs, 
and perifh for want of thinking ! 

'Si/jt'y, Among other fubjeffts of your retired thoughts, 
fpend fome time in thinking, how awful and terrible a 
thing it muft be for a poor Chriftlefs foul to make its 
appearance before an angry God after death. " For 
*.ho (faith the prophet) can dwell with devouring fire ? 
who can abide with everlafting burnings?" 1 have read of 
a certain king of Hungary, who being on a- time mar- 
velloully fad and heavy, his brother, who was a brifk and ' 
gallant man, would needs know the rcafon-: " O broth- . 
cr, (fays he) I have been a great finner againft God, and 
I knownot how I (hall appear before his judgment-feat." 
— Hi3 brother anfwered, " thefe are but melancholy 
thoughts ;" and fo made light of them, as moll cour- 
tiers ufe to do.. The king replied nothing at that time ; 
but the cuftom of that country was, (the government • 
bjing abfvdtite) if the executioner founded a trum-petat 
U 2 
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a man's door, he was prefently to be led to i 
The king fe.it the executioner in the dead time of the 
night, and citufed him to found his trumpet at hi* broth- 
er's door, who hearing and feeing the meffenger of d 
iprang in trembling into his brother's prefence, falls down 
upon his knees, and befeeches the king to let him know 
wherein he had offended him. " O brother, (laid the 
king) you never offended me, but loved me ; but is the 
slight of an earthly executioner fo terrible to thee ; and 
thaV not I, who am fo great a finner, fear much more 
tg> be brought to the judgment-feat of an anrriy God ?" 
gtblj, Think often how religioufly men ufe to wifh 
t^iey had lived, when they come to the fiek and 
time. Thefe who have fpent their time moft carclchly, 
begin to have other notions of religion when they he the 
grim meffenger approaching. Go to their bed-fides, 
and afk them, whether floth or diligence, formality or 
fervency, drinking or praying, loving the world or lov- 
ing Chnit, he the bed ? would they not tell you that 
there is none, fo wife as they that are moil religious? 
Think,, O man, in health, with thyfelf, if thou waft juft 
now upon thy death-bed, and faweft. thy friends (landing 
mourning round about; thee, but unable to help thee, 
■what would be thy thoughts and difcourfe at that time ? 
Q then, let fume of the fame thoughts and difcourfe fill 
up every day and hour of thy life now. Why thou 
knoweft not but this moment thou mayft be as near 
death, as if thy friends and phyficians too were defpair- 
lng of thy life, and had given you over for dead. 

\othly, Be employed now in fighting the good fight 
of faith. You have many enemies to deal with, and 
death i* the lull of them. Would you obtain the victo- 
ry over them ? Then get on the Chriftian armour, and 
make much ufe of the fhield of faith. We read in the 
book of Either, that king Ahafuerus would not recal 
the proclamation he had emitted againft the Jews ; but 
he gave them full liberty to take up arms to defend 
themfelves, and attack their enemies ; fo here, God will 
not recal the fentence of death he hath paft upon all 
men ip the garden j but neverthelcfs he allows, yea 
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eommiffionates all true Israelites to take up arms againft 
death, to conquer and trample it under foot by faith. 

LnJIIy, Be bufy now in health, providing and laying 
up a (lock againft the time of fickr.efs and affliction ; 
which may contribute to your comfortable living then, 
when the world's good things will be taflelefs and com- 
fortlefs to yon. As thefe who have a voyage to go, do 
visual the (hip ; and thefe who have a fiege to hold out, 
take in provifions ; even fo do ye. 

1. Get a flock of graces againft that time, efpecially 
a flock of faith, of patience, of humility, felf-denial, &C. 
There will be ufe for all thefe then. A little grace, or 
a little faith, i« not enough ; for this will faint under af- 
flictions. We read, Matt. xiv. that, when the winds 
began to blow fiercely, Peter's little faith began to fail. 
You have need of a great meafure of patience againft 
that time, that you may wait quietly on God, till he 
come to your relief. You know not but he may length- 
en out your trials and tarry till the fourth watch of the 
iiight before he come with deliverance. 

2. Provide a flock of evidences or marks of grace, and 
of the love of God, that you may be able to afTcrt y r our 
i.-.tereft in him as your portion in Chrifl, and may be 
pcrfuaded, that neith-er death nor life will ever feparate 
you from him. 

3. Get a (lock of divine experiences. Lay up all the 
experiences you have had of God's loving kindnefs, and 
thefe will give great relief and encouragement to the foul 
in the day of diftrefs. 

4. Lay up a flock of Sermons. Treafure up the 
counfels and cordials which they bring you from God's 
word, that fo you may, according to Ifniah xlii. 23. 
•• Hear for the time to come ;" and efpecially for fick- 
l>eds, when you cannot get fermons to hear. Then it is, 
that you ought to live and feed upon the fermons you 
have heard. 

5. Lay up a flock of prayers. Be much in wreflling 
with God for help and through bearing in the day of af- 
fliction 5 and fo you may expect the gracious return* 
the^ef in the day of calamity. 
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6. Provide a flock of promifes. Be now gathering 
thefe fweet cordials from God's word, lay them 
your heart and memory, and they will be very refrelhing 
and fupporting to you in the day of affliction. 

Direct. IX. Let thefe ivho are in health fit about the ivorl 
cf repentance, and turning to God in Chrifl timeoufly end 
quickly ; and beware of delaying this <work until the time 
ofjtcknefs and of dying, 

OD's command to you is, to fet about the wark 
JX prefenlly, without any delay, Htb. iii. 15. " To- 
day if ye will hear his voice, harden net your hearts.'' — . 
Matt. xxi. 28. " Go work to-day in my vineyard." — 
licclef. xii. 1. " Remember now thy Creator in the days 
of thy youth." Well, God's voice to you, O man in 
health, is to-day. But the devil's voice to you is to-nior- 
row. And which of the two will you harken to ? Sure* 
ly it is your wifdom to obey the voice of your Creator 
and friend, and not of your enemy and dcflroyer. Wliy,. 
to-day thou art in health, to-morrow thou ma) ft be in 
ficknefs ; to-day thou art on earth, to-morrow thou 
mayeft be in hell ; to-day Chtift. is inviting you to come 
to him, to-morrow he may be fentencing you to depait 
from him. And confider, that the devil, who tempts 
you to delay this day, will be as ready to tempt you to 
the fame to-morrow ; and fo the devil's to-morrow will 
never come, It will ftill be to-morrow with him till the 
laft hour, that fo he may get you cheated out of your 
whole time and falvation together. 

Here I /hall endeavour two things ; I. Bring argu- 
ments to pcrfuade you to repent and clofe with the offcre 
of Chriit prefently, without any delay, as God requires. 
2. Shew the evil and .danger of delaying till the time of 
ficknefs and of dying. As to the full, viz,. Arguments 
for prefent repentance, andagainft deiayipg the work. 

\fl t Confider the uncertainty of your life and time to 
repent. Your life is but a vapour, a little warm breath 
that is going out and in at your nuilrils, which may be 
flopped' by death ere you be aware ;. thou knoweft not 
what will be to-morrow, 1'rov. j:;vii. 1. It was the 
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faying of a godly man, when invited to a fea ft upon the 
morrow, " I have not had a morrow, for thefe many 
years" It was a bad ufe thefe Epicures made of this 
uncertainty, Ifa. xxii. 13, " Let us eat and drink, for 
to-morrow we .'hall die." It is much wifer to fay, ''Let 
us pray, and turn to the Lord, for to-morrow we fttall 
die." Nay, you have not fecurity for one hour to re- 
pent in ; for God hath a thoufand difeafes and accidents 
ready to ftop your breath, and end your days, whenever 
he pleafeth to give them orders There are many fecure 
finnevs, who prefume on long life, but there are none 
Bearer deftruction than fuch ; for God loves to difappoint 
thefe that promife themfelves a long life in fin and impen- 
itency, as he did that rich man who was laying up for 
many years, Lukexii 19. n This night fhall thy foul be 
required of thee." And O what a dark and difmal 
night will it be, if death comes before thy repentance I- 
O man, thou never didfi lie down one night with affur- 
ance of riling again ; thou never heardft one fermon with 
afTurance of hearing another; thou never didft draw one 
breath with afiurance of drawing another. What mad- 
nefs is it then to delay falvation work one day or hour 
longer, and fo to leave the wcightieft matter in the world 
at the greateft uncertainty ! 

2i//v, Confider, that though God in his wonderful 
mercy and patience fhould prolong your days, yet the 
longt.fi; life is fhort enough for the work you have to do, 
fuppofe you begin it prtfently. Nay, had you Methu- 
falem's years to fpend, they would be no more than fuf- 
ficient to repent and mourn for the fins and guilt which 
you have been fo long- contra&ing ; to reform and amend 
the many, things that have been amifs ; to perform all the 
duties incumbent en you ; to make fure your calling 
and election, and put your fouls in a good poiture and 
preparation for an eternal Hate, and get them made meet 
to be pai takers of the inheritance of the faints in light. 
Now, do ye think that all this work can be done in an in- 
ftanf, or in a lime of ficLncfs, or old age, when ye are 
hardly fit to do any thing > When a man's fpirit is una- 
ble to bear the infirmities of nature, how will he be able 
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to bear the la(hes of a guilty confidence, or a wound.xl 
fpirit ? When the underttanding is weak, the memory 
frail, the will obftinstely- bent the wrong way, by a long 
cuftom of fkining, and -negle&ing of duty ; will that he 
a fit time to begin the work of repentance and converfion 
to God ? When nature is decayed, and the candle of life 
juft finking in the focket, will you begin then to act fur 
God, and make your light fliine before men to hia glory > 
G remember, your work is long, your time is fhort ; and 
though you begin this very hour, you will have no time 
to fpare. 

3^/y, Delay not this work, becaufe it is not in your 
power to do it when you pleafe It is a delufion of the 
devil, to imagine you may repent when you will. No, 
no ; it is God only that giveth repentance, and he gives 
it when, and to whom he plcafclh, Acts v. 13. And it 
is a mere peradventure, if ever he give it to a delaying 
firmer, 2 Tun. ii. 25. When is it that you may have 
hopes he will give repentance, but when he calls you to 
it, and prefcrrbes means to be ufed f.>r that end ? Now 
that is to-day. " To-day, if ye will hear his voice : 
now is the accepted time, now is the day of lalvation." — ' 
To-day, when God is calling, and the Spirit ftriving, is 
the time of finding the Lord, and getting repentance 
from him. To-morrow it may be too late ; the Loid's 
hand may be clofed, and the door of mercy fhut. If 
you refute the Spirit when he ftrives with you, he may 
leave you, and never put another ferious thought in your 
heart of tuning to the Lord. O defer not fetking* re- 
pentance till it be too late : for there is a time when the 
Lord will not be found, and then repentance will not be 
found, though you feek it with tears. Indeed, God 
hath promifed mercy to penitent finners : but he hath no 
where promifed the aids of his grace and Spirit to th«m 
that put olF their repentance : and he hath no where 
promifed acceptance to mere grief and forrow for fin 
without faith, and fruits meet for repentance : he hath 
no where promifed to paidon thefe, who only promife to 
leave their fins, when they can keep them no longer. 
4/Z</\', The longer repentance and clofing with Chnfl 
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\> delayed, the difficulty thereof is every day increafcd. 
Why, i. Becaufe of the deceitful nature of fin, which 
doth daily bewitch and harden the heart more and more 
in the practice of it. 2. Cuftom in any thing hath a 
ftrong influence on us, and becomes a kind of fecond na- 
ture, and breeds an almoft invincible inclination to what- 
foever we have long addicted ourfclves unto, whether it 
be in actions natural or moral. Hence Ovid gives that 
good advice, 

Sed propera, ntc tc •venturas differ in horas ; 
Qui v.on eft hodie, eras minus aptus erit. 

■ " Be fpeedy, put not off till another time ; 
" He who is not prepared to-day, will be more unpre- 
pared to-morrow." 

lie that goes on from day to day in fin, will find his 
! indifpofition to repent daily increafed, the habits of fin 
fbengthened, and himfelf brought at length under the 
power of an inveterate cuftom. A nd if it be hard to 
break any cuftom, much more a cuftom in finning, which 
• i) fo agreeable to depraved nature. Hetjce faith the 
Spirit of God, Jer. xiii. 23. " Can the Ethiopian change 
1) is fkin, or the leopard his fpots ? Then may ye alfo do 
good, that are accuftomed to do evil." 3. The longer 
Satan keeps poffeffion, the more difficult will his ejection 
prove. The devils that poffeffed the man from th« 
worrib up, could not be cai'l out but by fome extraordi- 
nary way. ' 4. Delays bring on fpiritual judgments from 
God, fach as judicial hardnefs on the heart, which will 
rake repentance impoflible, according to that terrible 
place, Ifa. vi. 9, i£>. "Make the heart of this people 
iat," &c. which is quoted no lefs than fix times in the 
New Teftament, as if it belonged only to them that lin- 
ger and fit impenitent under gofpcl calls. 

Icrfily, We would reckon fuch delays madnefs in earth- 
ly affairs, which are but trifles when compared to falva- 
tion work. Ifa man's houfe were on fire, we would 
.count hint mad, if he fliould fay, it is time enough te 
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quench it to-morrow ; or, if he were frnig witl a vet* 
omous ferpent, he would be mad thr.t neglected to 
prefent cure : or, if he had got poifon in his flomach, he 
would never think he could i'oon enough vomit it uj\ If 
a malefactor were condemned to a cruel death to-morrow, 
but had a promife of a remiflion if he fhould look after it 
to-day ; would he be fo foolifli as delay it till next morn- 
ing ? But how much greater madnefs is it to delay repent- 
ing and fleeing to Chrift, when God's calls and prorrilVj 
relate to the prefent time, and our danger in delaying is 
infinitely greater than in any of the forefaid cafes ? Surely 
there is no fting fo dangerous, no poifon fo deadly as iin ; 
and can we too foon feek after the balm of Gilcad, the 
•blood of Chrift for its cure ? There is no death like the 
fecond death, no fire fo dreadful as the eternal fire of 
God's wrath : Now, this fire is already kindled agaiml 
your fouls ; and if it be not timeoufly quenched, it will 
burn to the lovveft hell. Lofe no time to get it extin- 
guished, by fleeing to the blood of Jefus. 

II. The ner.t thing is to /hew the evil and danger of 
.deJaying'thiB work until the time of ficlyiefa and of dying. 
Alan, it is the common practice of the mod part ! But 
confider, i/?, What wretched ingratitude and bafenef* 
there is in it. Whether is it fit ye fliould give the heft of 
your time to God that made you, or to the devil that 
fceks your deftruction ? Is it reafonablc that the devil 
Should feait on the flower and prime of your youth and 
ftrenglh, and your Creator have no other but the frag- 
ments of the devil's table? When the dregs of your time 
are come, your llrength gene, your fenfes failed, your 
t:r»derftanding and memory weak, your aiTecliona fpent 
upon the creature, yea, when you are good for nothing 
tlfe j will ye be fo bafe as think, you are then good 
enough for God, and for -falvation- work, whioh requires 
?.il your llrength and might ? But remember, if you be fi> 
bafe as referve the dregs of your time for God, you may 
expecl he will be fo juil as referve the dreg3 of his wrath 
forycu, according to that word, Mai. i. 14. "Cutfcd 
be the deceiver, which hath in his flock a rrjale, and fac- 
riftceth r.fito the Lord a corrupt thing." Your youth, 
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itrength, health, gifts, and talents, are the males of the 
flock ; if you give thefe to the devil, and referve the 
wtaknefs of ficknefs and old age for God, you draw- 
down his curfe upon your heads ; and how long will you 
be able to bear up under the -weight ©f God's curfe ? 
Now, O delaying finners, why fhould you be fo ungrate- 
ful to God, and injurious to yourfelves ? God had early 
thoughts of mercy to you ; and will you have nothing 
but late thoughts of duty to him ? Chrift did not defer 
his dying for us till he was old ; and fhall we defer living 
to him, till we be old ? Oh, we do not deal with God as 
we would have him to deal with us. When we need 
help in trouble, we cry, as Pfal. cii. 2. " Lord, hear 
me ; in the day when I call, anfwer me fpeedily." To- 
day we Hill make the feafon of mercy, but to-morrow 
the feafon for duty. When mercy is delayed, we impa- 
tiently cry, How long ? how long ? We will not waic 
God's holy leifure. But alas ! we would have God to 
wait our finful leifure. Oh, let us be afhamed of fuch 
difingenuous dealings with our Creator. 

3*//y, Death may get a commifiion to take you off 
fuddenly, without giving you any time to repent. You 
are not fure to fee the evening ftar of ficknefs, before the 
night of death overtakes you, or that you will have any 
warning'given you before the fatal ftroke. For how- 
many are there who project long lives, and look for time 
before death to repent, that get a furprifing call to flic 
from the earthly tabernacle, and have not one minute to> 
rovide another lodging ? How many are drowned by a 
udden ftorm at fea ? And how many killed by outward 
accidents on land ? Some drop down fuddenly in the 
ftrcets ; fome die fitting in th Jr chairs ; fome go well to 
bed at night and never fee the morning ; fome die as 
quickly by a fit of an epilepfy, or apoplexy, as if (hot 
with a gun. Thus thoufands are hurried into eternity, 
and prefented before a tribunal, without being allowed fo 
much time as to think one ferious thought, or fpeak one 
word ? not one moment to confider where they are go- 
ing, or to cry to God for mercy. And how know you 
but this may be vour cafe at death ? Muft it not be ti^c 
X 
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greateft folly then to delay your repentance to a dying 
time, when it may not be one minute long ? 

3<%, Though you may have fome time to lie on fick- 
beds, how know ye but your ficknefs may be fuch as mail 
incapacitate you for fpiritual work ? Some we fee are fo 
eppreffed with continual flumbewng arnd fleeping, even 
when death is neareft, that they are in no cafe to think 
or fpeak of thefe things that belong to their eternal ftate. 
Others, in high fevers, are troubled with rovings ; and 
have no ufe of their reafon, fo that they are not capable 
to fettle their worldly affairs ; and how much lefs are 
they fit to fecure their foul's eternal concerns, at tliat 
time ? Some again are fo racked with pains and agonies, 
impatient frettings, and bitter uneafinefs, that (hey can- 
not get one fettled thought about their foul's pre/cnt or 
future flate. Others are fo filled with terror and amaze- 
ment at the view of approaching death and eternity, that 
they cannot compofe their thoughts to examine then- 
felves, confefs their fins, aclt faith in a Saviour, or fol- 
low any direction that is given them ; but go off the 
ftage in a confufion, being incapable to do any thing to 
purpofe for their fouls. Some their diflemper is fuch, 
that they are brought to a great ftrait betwixt the word 
of God and the phyfician. The word of God and his 
minifters tell them if they do not mourn for their fins, 
and wreftle for mercy, they cannot be faved : but faith 
the phyfician, if you trouble yourfelf with fad and mel- 
ancholy thoughts, you prejudice your body and hazard 
your life. Oh ! is this a fit time then to begin your 
preparation for another world ? 

qth/y, The Spirit of God being long refilled and vex- 
ed by many in the day of health, he is provoked to leave 
them on death-beds to the hardnefs of thtir own hearts J 
And fo they remain like flocks and fiones, dead and fU- 
pid to the lad. 

$thly, The devil, that was bufy all your lives to keep 
you from repentance, will not be idle at this time ; nay, 
he will be more adlive then than ever to ruin ymi, either j 
by caufing you to fplit on the rock of prefbmption or of • 
defpair. Sometimes he will tell finners then, " You need J 

I 
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not trouble yourfelve3 abotit your fouls : God is more 
merciful than to damn you ; the repentance you ha*c 
already will ferve the turn." But if this will not quiet 
them, he will ftudy to drive them to defpair, by telling 
them, " They have loft the feafon of repentance and clo- 
fing with Chrift ; and now there is no remedy, no hope 
for them, and it is in vain to ufe any further means." O 
then, do not harken to Satan now, when he tempts you 
to delay your repeotance. 

Ct/jly, Whatever appearance of repentance fome dying 
perfons may have, let that be no encouragement to put 
off till that time. Why, there lieth a juft fufpicion upon 
a late repentance, that it is feldom found and fincere. 
It is no found work, that arifeth more from fears of hell, 
than from any real hatred of fin ; more from love to felf, 
than love to God. And it is to be feared, that death-bed 
repentance is moft'y of this fort, feeing ordinarily it con- 
fifteth more in grief and fear, prayers and promifes, than 
in a hearty loathing, of fin, love to holinefs or willingnefs 
to accept of Jefus Chriil : for have we not fcen many of 
thefe penitents, who, in the view of death, have profeff- 
ed great forrow for their wicked lives, and made iolemn 
promifes of amendment ; yet when they have happened 
to recover, all their righteoufnefs hath vanifhed, and 
they have returned to their former fins as greedily as ev- 
er ? And, O delaying llnner, what ground have you to 
think that j our death -bed repentance wi 1 be any better 
than theirs ? Be wife then in time, fet heartily about fal- 
vation work in the day of ycur health, and do not leave 
the weightieft work to the wcakeft time. 

OljcEl. I. " But hath not God promifed mercy to them 
that repent of their fins at any time ?" 

yinf-i>. Yes, to them that repent truly and fincerely : 
but do not think that it is in your power to repent fo, at 
any time you pleafe : nn, it is impoffible you can do it 
without the influence and afiiftance of the Spirit of Go<). 
And God hath nowhere promiCed this to thefe uho put 
plF their repentance to a death-bed. There is a great 
difference betwixt a lick man's howling upca his bed, and 
. fincere gofpel repenting, I grant, true repentance is 
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too late ; but O ! late repentance is fcldon 
'True repentance is that which hath a care to walk holiiy, 
or hath works meet for repentance joined with it. I 
repentance is not only called metanoia, a chant 
mind; but alfo metameleia, anaftercare. Now for a 
death-bed repentance, that hath no fuch holy <. . 
good works, I know no promife in the bible that annex- 
eth falvation unto it. 

Objed. II. " Do not we read in Chrifl's parable of 
the labourers, Matth. xx. that fome were hired and 
brought into the vineyard at the eleventh hour, and got 
the fame reward with thofe that were hired at the third 
and fixth hour ?" 

An/w. i. Thefe that were brought in fo late could 
fay for themfelves, verfe 6. "that no man had hired them," 
or had offered to hire them before ; they did no fooner 
hear the gofpel-call, and offers of falvation through 
Chriil tendered to them. But O ! this will ftand you in 
no {lead, who have had many a call and offer made you 
at the third, fixth, and ninth hour, and have refilled and 
refufedthem ; you will not have it to fay at the. eleventh 
hour as thefe had, " No man hath hired u<v' 

idly, Thefe men, though they came in but at the 
eleventh hour, and not being fooner hired, yet they were 
labourers in the vineyard, and wrought one hour therein 
faithfully, in obedience to their Lord's command, and fo 
brought forth fome fruits meet for repentance, and were 
accepted. But this is no encouragement to any to ex- 
pect to be brought in at the twelfth hour, when there is 
no time to wark, nor bring forth any fruits to teflify 
the fiacerity of their repentance ; we have no promife of 
acceptance made to fuch. 

ObjeS. MI. " The penitent thief on the crofs fought 
mercy from Chriil at the lafl hour and got it." 

Anfvj. That is a fingnlar inflance, and gives n© en- 
couragement to delaying finners. The fcriptures con- 
tain a hiftoty of more than four thoufand years, and yet 
<Iuring all the time we have but one example of a man 
that truly and fincerely repented when he came to die. 
And in this man's cafe th^re was fuch an extraordinary 
conjunction of circumft anCMj as never happened before, 
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and can never fall out again to the end of the world. — 
This man had the happinefs to die clofe by the newly 
pierced and bleeding wounds of a crucified Jefus, when 
he was lifted up from the earth in the height of his love, 
drawing finncrs to falvation ; which was a juncture that 
can never have a parallel. Again, the man never had 
any offer of Chrifi nor day of grace before now ; he fu - 
rendered himfelf upon the very firft call : and his faith 
irr Chrilt at this time was truly fingular and miraculous. 
He was defigned by heaven to be made a rare monumc..; 
of the power of Chrilt's grace, and a fpecial trophy of 
his victory over the devils and wicked men, at a time 
when they feemed to triumph over him, as one crucified 
through weaknefs. 

From all which we may fee, that this example was ex 
traordinary, and affords no ground for the preemption 
of delaying finners. You may as well call yourfelves into 
the fea in hopes of prefervation by a whale, from thr 
example of Jonah, as defer repentance now, in hopes of 
repenting on a death-bed, from the example of the thief 
on the crofs. Befides, your way of finning differs vaflly 
from his. He was not guilty of prefumption, as you 
are ; he did not flight Chrift's calls and offers in the day 
of his health, and delay his repenting and doling with 
Ghrift, in hopes of an opportunity for them at the hour 
of death, a„s you do. Do you know what God deter 
mines concerning prefumptuous finning ? You may fee 
it, Numb. xv. 28,, 30, 31. "And the priefts mall make 
an atonement for the foul that finneth ignorantly, &c. 
But the foul that doth ought prefumptuoufly, (whether 
he be born in the land, or a flranger) the fame reproacb- 
etk the Lord : and that foul mail be cut off from among 
his people ; becaufe he hath dtfpifed the word of tbe 
Lord.'' O prefumptuous delaying finner, let this word 
of the Lord awaken you to a fpeedy and prefent refolu- 
tion to obey his voice. " Return ye now every one from 
his evil way, and make your ways and your doings good," 
Jer. xviii. 1 1. Now is the accepted time: if ye will hear 
his voice it muft be to-day. C<ovd, favc us from harden- 
ing our hearts. Amen. 

X 2 
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TO MY WIFE. 
My Dear, 

MY diftrefs calls me to think of parting with you ;. 
the will of the Lord be done. I thank you for 
your tender care of me ; may the Lord blcfs and reward 
you for it, and fanctify your own tendcrnefs, and fup- 
port you under it. As you have fludied to live a life of 
faith and prayer all your days, fo I hope and believe 
vou will continue to the end. in all your difficulties and 
fears encourage yourfelf in the Lord your God. Com- 
mit your ways to him ; truft him that is faithful and true. 
I refign you, my dear, to the Husband of hufbands* 
our dearefl Lord Jefus Chrift. 

TO MY CHILDREN. 

EAR children, your earthly father muft leave you; 
your heavenly Father is immortal. O ! cleave 
faft to him; Trifle not about your fouls' concerns in 
time of health ; mind thefe things as the one thing need- 
ful ; this you will not repent of when you come within » 
near view of death, and endlefs eternity. O Sirs ! pref* 
for clear views of your intereft in Chrift, the only Surety 
and Saviour of finncrs. Among other evidences of it, 
live by faith on him, nnd fludy holinefs in heart and life. 
Pear Sirs- think how you will be abje to ftand befor? 



. Some Dying JFords, £>V. 247 

Chrift your judge at the laft day, unlefs you hare Chrift's 
image on you, and be made new creatures. Lord make 
you all fuch, and blefs you with his heft blefling ! My 
bleffing be upon you all. What means God gave me, I 
have beftowed them on yon, or left them to you. Be 
kind and careful of your mother while you have her. — 
And let none of you forget, that though I go before you 
to the duft, you mufl all quickly follow me. O ! that 
we may all meet together at the right hand of our blefT- 
ed Redeemer, to fee his face, and fing his praife. The 
time is near, be ye therefore alfo ready. 

Now, my dear wife and children, remember what k 
above as the words of your affe&ionate hufband and kv- 
ing father, who being dead, yet hereby fpeaketh to you 
for your eternal good and happinefs ; may they fink into 
your heart ! So jrayeth, 

John Wilmson, 
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